e rumor is again in cirenlation
< ‘Home Rule for Ireland is dead.
" This, lof course, is the result of the
recent victory of Lord Salisbury and
His- followers. But the A enemies of
Jreland are aware that Home Rule
i& amore than ever an active factor in
"‘British politics. TIrish national senti-
ment, pure and unselfish, is stronger
in Ireland to-day than at any other
period ‘during the latter part of this
century. Loaves and fishes, govern-
mcm' pap, place and power, have no
attractions for the patriotic men in
the old land. Home  Rule, manage-
ment of their own affairs, respect for
religion and nationality hold first
place in their hearts. Under these cir-

cumstances Home Rule must come.
No power on earth, political or na-
tional, can withstand the demand

backed up by 82 united representa-
tives for any length of time.

John Redmond, M.P., chairman of
the Irish Parliamentary Party, has

’?issued a manifesto  to the National-
ists, in which he says he finds that
the results of the elections show that
the Parnellite split is ended and that
there is a universal desire for a unit-
ed movement, based on Parnell’s pol-
icy of holding aloof from all English
parties.

He thinks the Conservative
ity is unwieldy and contains seeds
for an early disruption. Mr. Red-
mond, therefore, urges the mainten-
ance of unity and discipline in the
Nationalist ranks and the adoption
of a fearless and aggressive policy to
combat the Conservatives in and out
of Parliament.

Mr. Redmond
United Irish League, saying the elec-

major-

also indorses the

tions proved that the Nationalists
were overwhelmingly in sympathy
with it.

Commenting onthe results of the
British elections as they affect Home
Rule, the New York ‘“Sun’’ thus sum-
marizes the situation '—

“The London ‘Spectator’ alleges
that ‘the gencral election of 1900 has
killed Home Rule.” The assertion has
.a familiar sound. The death of Home
Rule was proclaimed in July, 1886,
~when the Unionists, having a month
searlier defeated Mr. Gladstone's first
ibill in the House of Commons, were
.sustained by a majority of the elect-
+ors. What was described as extinc-
tion, turned out, however, to be a
.case only of suspended animation, for
Mr. Gladstone returned to power in
1892 with a majority of forty at his
back, and carried his second meas-
ure for the seli-government of Ire-
‘Jand through the House of Commons.

““fTaving beaten this bill, also, in
‘the House of Lords, and having se-
weured on the next appoal to the _cuun-
itry in 1895 the tremendous majority
wf 152, the Unionists insisted that
this time Home Rule was really de-
funct. The pretended corpse, however,
soon began to exhibit signs of vital-
ity. The long-standing schism be-
tween Parnellites and anti-Parnel-
lites was healed, and all of the Na-
tionalists, with the exception of the
Healyites, were combined in a new
league under the joint leadership of
John E. Redmond, John Dillon and
William O’Brien.

““Then again, when the dissolution
of Parliament was announced some
weeks ago, and when certain Liber-
als belonging to the coterie which
desires to see Lord Rosebery restored
to the leadership of the Opposition,
showed themselves disposed to drop
Home Rule, a vigorous' protest was
made by the Nationalists to the chief
Liberal whip, Mr, Herbert Gladstone,
and officially the Liberals went to
the polls as the Home Rule party.
There is no reason to believe . that
anything was lost by the retention of
that plank in the Liberal program,
for it is moteworthy that the adhe-
renis of Lord Rosebery were the chief
sufferers at the general election. As
for the Nationalists, they kept the
eighty-two seats which they possess-
ed in the last Parliament, and prob-
ably would have captured four more

had not the Healyites run opposing
candidates in many constituencies.
“Under the circumstances, it seems
to us unréasonable to speak of Home
Rule as a dead issue. Soon or late,
a party which can muster eighty-two
representatives in the House of Com-
mons is certain 16 regain the balance
of power. The colossal majorities. ob~
tained by the Unionists al this and
the last general elections, are abnor-
mal. - There has been no precedent
for them under the electoral = condi-
tions which have prevailed in the
United Kingdom since the first re-
form act was passed. We are much
more likely to behold héreafter a re-
petition of the state of things which
we witnessed in the House of Com-
mons chosen in December, 1885, when
the Conservatives and Liberals were
almost exactly balanced, and when it
was for a time uncertain which = of
the two great parties would gain
the support of the eighty-six Nation-

alist members by agreeing to con-
cede local seli-government to Ire-
land. It will be remembered that

Mr. Gladstone himself proposed to
Tord Salisbury that the latter should
form a Cabinet with that purpose in
view, and as for his own part he
promised not to offer any factious
opposition to the execution of a
Home Rule programme. There is no
doubt that Lord Carnarvon and Lord
Randolph Churchill woul dhave been
willing to hold office on such terms.

“What has happened once may hap-
pen again. Lord Salisbury and the
other stiffi-necked Unionists will not
be always dominant at St. Ste-
phenis. Mr.. Chamberlain was for-
merly willing to go a long way in
the direction of gratifying Irish as-
pirations of self-rule; it was only the
particular measure devised by Mr.
Gladstone to which he objected. Re-
| peatedly has Mr. A. J. Balfour shown
himself eager to disburse the public
funds for the endowment of an Irish
Catholi¢ university, and his brother,
Mr. Gerald Balfour, while occupying
the post of secretary to the Lord
Licutenant of Ireland, has tried in
many ways to propitiate the Nation-
falists who form a large majority of
1\1\" Irish people. It was he, indeed,
{who introduced the bill which has
| virtually assured the Nationalists
control over the county governments
throughout the greater part of Ire-
land. 1f a party in which these
three men were the master spirits
should find itseli balanced by the
Gladstonian Liberals, we deem it not
only possible but probable that ne-
gotiations would be entered upon
with a view to a coalition with the
Nationalist organization. We do not
say that a promise would be given
to revive either of Mr. Gladstone’s
bills, but doubtless an offer would be
accepted which, while it fell short of
those measures, would still make
substantial concessions to Ireland’s
wish for self-rule.

“The ‘Spectator’ says, however,
that ‘even if the Nationalists °~ were
to induce one of the great parties in
the state once again to buy their al-
liance at the price of Home Rule,
the nation would absolutely refuse to
indorse the bill. Everything depends
upon which of the great parties it
was that offered the concession. If
the offer came from the Conservatives,
they would have the power to carry
a Home Rule bill not only through
the House of Commons, as Mr. Glad-
stone's second measure was carried,
but also through the House of Lords,
for in that body théy possess an im-
pregnable majority. In that event
there would be no referendum to the
‘nation,” which, therefore, would
have no opportunity of saying whe-
there it would or would not ‘indorse
the bill.’

very much preferred to bring about
an alliance with_the Conservatives, if
possible. It will be remembered that
he helped them to turn out Mr. Glad-
stone in the spring of that year and
at the subsequent general election ac-
tually instructed his followers in
English constituencies to vote for
Conservative candidates. He ~was a
wise man, but there is no dearth of
sagacity among the present chiefs of
the Nationalist Party. This they
proved when they put an end to the
alliance with the Liberals by which
they had been long hampered, and
placed themselves in a positionwhere
co-operation with the Conservatives
may one day be practicable.”’

THE SALOON AND

ITS VICTIMS.

“Many years ago,” says J. F.
Cunneen in the ‘‘New World,”” ‘‘there
‘ecame to Chicago a Catholic young
man from a city i nthe Fast. Chicago
was to him strange and lonesome, for
among the thousands of people he
met there was not a familiar face,
while in the town he had left = he
knew everyone and was always greet-
‘as along its streets he traveled.
stranger in Chicagi /
Catholic companionship. /The gilded

of the lofty steeple on the
grand and strong guided him

the doors were the names plain and
grand : the Pats, the Mikes and the
Dennys. There were the Mac's and
the O’s. Surely herée would be a wel-~
come. Remembering the advice of the
good priest who taught him, he he-
sitated about entering a saloon, but
finally allowed the craving for so-
eiability to master him and in he
went. Theé.saloonkeeper, upon hand-
ing him his change, smiled upon him
in that bland saloonist way, and no-
ticing that the youngster was shy
and strange, asked him if he was a
stranger in those parts.

tion caused the young man

own, of his
He was soon introduced

quickly light up, and he
{Jeaying “town of his

“This is why Mr. Parnell. in 1885

lace of the kind needed,
se it would do more harm to the
saloon than all the pledges = signed
and all the temperance lectures
en. Upon total abstaineérs we must
vely for the result.’”
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1 IOGRAPHICAL SKETCH,

AMRS. SADLIER.—Any reference to
the life-wwork of the venerable and
talented Irish Catholic authoress,
Mrs, Sadlier, is of particular inter-
¢t _to the ‘“True Witness.”" "1t is,
therefore, with the greatest pleasure
that we reproduce the following
sketch from the pen of J. Gertrude
Menard, which appears in the curraat
number of the ‘‘Rosary Magazine."’

In these days of literary affluence,
says this writer, when the desire for
reading matter, whether it be of a
religious, an instructive, or a gencr-
ally amusing nature is met by a
wealth of material that fairly daz-
zles the average mind, it may aot
be uninteresting to look back upon
the tim? when books, especially those
appealing directly to Catholics, were
unknown quantity, and to learn a lit-
tle of the woman who,
the great need in this direction, sat
herself to the task of supplying for
this country what may be called a
distinctively Catholic literature.

Mrs. Mary A. Sadlier, without
doubt America’s oldest living Cutho
lic woman writer, was born at
Cootehill, County Cavan, Ireland, on
the last day of the year 1820. Her
father was ¥rancis Madden, a man of
pronounced literary taste, and her
mother, who died in early life, vas
also possessed of great love ior poe-
tiy and the romantic legendary lore
of her native land.

Upon the death of her father in
liss Madden came to this
and in 1846 became the wife
_m‘ Mr. James Sadlier, of the well-
known publishing house of D. and J.
Sadlier & Co. Mr. Sadlier being in
charge of the Montreal interests of
the fijrm, the young couple took up
their residence in that city, where
during the ensuing fourteen years
the greater number of Mrs. Sadlier's
most successful stories were written.
In 1860, Mr. Sadlier removed his
family to New York, which was their
home until his death nine years lat-
er, when they returned to Montreal.

As a girl, Mrs. Sadlier's literary
ventures were sent to La Belle As-
semblee, a London magazine, of which
Mrs. Cornwall Baron Wilson' was
editor. and Mrs. Norton, the poet-
ess. one of the principal contribut-
ors. Upon coming to this country
she wrote for amany publications,

perceiving

among them being ‘“The Literary
Garland,” and ‘“I'rue Witness,’”’ two
Canadian periodicals, ‘“ The New

York Tablet,’”” ‘“The Boston Pilot,””
‘“The New York Freeman's Jour-
nal.’’ then controlled by Mr. James
A. McMaster, and the ‘‘American
Celt,”” edited by the brilliant D'Ar-
cey McGee. Her first book was a
collection of short stories entitled
“Tales of the Olden Times,””> and
this was followed in rapid succes-
sion by “The Red Hand of Ulster,”
“Willie  Burke,”” and ‘‘Alice Rior-
dan,”” the last appearing originally
as a serial in the columns of the
“Boston Pilot.”” Her best known
works are perhaps ““The Confederate
Chieftains,”’
ngans,’”’ ‘‘Confessions of an Apost-
ate,”” ‘‘Daughter of Tyrconnell,”
‘‘MacCarthy More,”” ‘‘Maureen Dhu,”’

‘““The Hermit of the Rock,” ‘‘Bessie
Conway,”’ “‘Elinor Preston,” “‘ New
Lights,”” ““Con O’Reagan,” ‘‘ Aunt

Honor’s Keepsake,”” ““The Heiress of
Kilorgan,” ‘“I'he Old House by the
Boyne.”” ‘‘Old and New,”” and ‘Fa-
ther Sheehy and Other Tales.”” She
has also written besides these, many
translations and novels of less note,
her productions during a period of

(ifty years, averaging more than a
volume a year.
As has been stated, Mrs. Sadlier

wrote specially for the people of her
own race and creed. At the time
she began her literary life, large
numbers of Irish boys and girls were
flocking to America, seeking a ser-
vice in families, or venturing upon
the various careers which the gppors
"tunities of the new country afiorded
them. Naturglly, the majority of
these young people founid hotues in
Protestant families and comfitnfiities
where the means of practicing ¢Hhair
religion were scanty. Feeling that
the faith of these aliens was in jeo-
pardy and believing that the best
means -of preserving it, and counter-
acting the effect of pernicious liter-
ature was through the medium of a
good book, Mrs. Sadlier resolved to
devote her talent to the writing of
stories ‘which, while savoring enough
of romance to ' hold the ‘interest,
should have for their central motive

‘““The Blakes and Flan-

"having such honors

Callot’s “Doctrinal Catechism
Catechism ~of = Examp!

used in Catholic schocls.

That success crowned the efforts’ of
this earnest worker, has beéen amply
demonstrated by the countléss testi-
monials of appreciation which have
been  showered upon her. From all
parts of America, from Ireland, even
from Australia - have come letters,
telling in glowing phrases of the
help and inspiration her words have
eiven in hours of loneliness and mis-
fortune, and assuring her that
love for home and home customs,
often on the vergé of extinction, has
been reawakened by the influence of
her exhortations.

Nor have honors of a more public
nature been wanting. Cardinal Cullen
sent her a special blessing, and she
was assured that her books were
known and appreciated at Rome, On
April 1, 1895, the University of
Notre Dame, Indiana, presented her
with the Laetare Medal, on which
occasion there was a pleasant cere-
mony at the Archbishop’s house,
both clergy and laity assembling to
pay tribute to her labor for her ex-
iled country people.

Although naturally of a retiring
disposition and indifferent to the
distinction which fame brought her,
Mrs. Sadlier’s position in the front
rank of every Catholic movement of
her time, made it inevitable that she
should have a large acquaintance
among the many noted persons of
her religion. Archbishop Hughes,

Cardinal McClosky, Archbishop Bay-
ley, Dr. Brownson, Father Hecker,
Dr. Ives, Father Matthew, Father

Tom Burke, and a host,of other pro-
minent figures of Catholicity were
her warm personal friends and co-
workers. Her charitable work while
in New York brought her into close
relation with such people as Sister
Irene of the Foundling Asylum, one
of the great women of her day, late-
ly passed away, Miss Osborne,
founder of the Working Girl’s Home,
and Father Drumgoole, in whose hu-

mane projects she was deeply inter-
ested. Indeed so numerous were her
friends, and so varied her good

deeds, that Archbishop Hughes paid
her the compliment of calling her
the greatest Irish woman that ever
crossed the Atlantic.

In her personality, Mrs. Sadlier ful-
fills the ideal that would be formed
of her by one acquainted with her
noble career. Of medium height, with
the weight of her great age borne
lightly yet with dignity and grace,
her gentle smile and simple unaf-
fectedn?ss of manner betray a kind-
liness of heart that wins the affec-
tion of all who are permitted to
know her. 2

In the historie city of Montreal,
the scene of- her early efforts, sur-
rounded by loving children, she rests
from- her labors, happy in the
thought that her gifts were always
used for the benefit of others, and
certain bevond doubt that herdreams
of geod have been realized.

e ————————————

WORK OF CATHOLIC
SCHOOLS AND COLLEGES.

Notwithstanding the prejudice, big-
otry, and fanaticism of our enemies

against Christian education, our
Catholic schools and colleges When-
ever they are brought into public

competition, the laurels are carried
off by them. There is no question so
important at the present day as that
of education. On one side stands
the Godless system, its large, and
well equipped buildings; its teachers
well paid for their services; while
on the other side stands the Chris-
tian system—the training of the
heart and the head, the only true
and safe system, its buildings in
gome cases not so magnificently ad-
orned as the others, its teachers in
many cases only fairly paid. Still
when occasions arise to put both to
the test, the godless or public school
education meceives a set back every

time. The mighty dollar is of no
use then, grand buildings, etc.,
don’t count, it is work, practical

work, energy and brains count,

‘At the Paris Bxposition the first,
second, and third prizes of honor
were awarded to the Catholic
schools. The judges in many cuses
were bitter enemies of such schools,
and they tried their very best from
given to our
sthiools, but the facts were so clear
and publiec opinion being against them
they were obliged to do what they
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an e dner (a Prot
en a large number of candidates pa-
pers to. correct. Speaking of the af-
fair aftertvards he was heard to say:
“T could always tell a Catholic pu-
pil's paper, it was meatly and care-
fully done, ruled, special attention
having been paid to the writing, but
when I came to a public school pu-
pil's paper, it was dirty, in many
cases blots of ink being scattered
over it, and showed no signs of neat-
ness, but carelessness. It ~ was' &
pleasure to examine the former,
while it was disgusting to read over
the latter.” This is from an un-
biased and unprejudiced mind. He
was not afraid to speak out Wwhat
he thought

In Newfoundland at the examina-
tions of the Council of Higher Edu-
cation one of our Catholic colleges,
(St. Bonaventure's) carrvied off the
highest ‘honors, The examinations
are divided into three divisions. As-
sociate or Senior, Intermediate, Pre-
liminary or Junior.  Four colleges
competed, three Protestant and one
Catholic. The Catholic college carried
off five scholarships (two Interimedi-
ate and three Junior.) Fifteen first
and second places in the various sub-
jects were won. In the honors ob-
tained in separate subjects the Cath-
olic college stands first, obtaining
almost as many as two of the other
colleges combined. In the Associate
prade more students were passed
this Vear with the exception of one
since the public competitive examin-
ations were started.In the Interme-
diate grade the college had the high
honor of carryving off first place of
all the boys of the colony.

In the Junior grade the 2nd and
Srd were also captured. They had
no failures in Intermediate English,
Geometry, Latin, French, Shorthand,
and large numbers entered for these
subjects. Fifty-seven honors in spe-
cial subjects in the Junior grade
were taken. The boys of the colleges
next in merit carried off 34 and' 14
respectively. Of a total of/ twenty~
five honors, in geometrical' drawing,
the students of St. Bonaventure's
have obtained 16, including 4 maxim
—that is full marks. In arithmetic
4 honors were won, more. than twice
the number won by the students of
the next most successful college. In
¥rench 10 honors. In Preliminary
Latin, out of a total of 4 honors the
College took 3.

In the McGill University matrieu-
lation . in the Faculty of Applied
Science, out of 75 candidates, a stu-
dent of St. Bonaventure’s eame
eighth on the list.

Out of 105 opem scholarships since
the examinations. eommenced, some
eight years ago, the Catholie Col-
lege has won 41 Semior and Interme-
diate, the next two colleges in or-
der of merit wem 21 and 18 respect-
ively. The results of the Junior
grade were still more conspicuous,
24 scholarships were takem, more
than the next two colleges combin-
ed. In the special prize list 60 Se-
nior or Intermediate, the next best
two colleges taking 85 and 13. In
Greek, Latin, French and German,
the Cathelic boys eaptured three
times as much as all the other col-
leges combined. In Greek all the
prizes were taken. In German all but
two.

This result speaks volumes for the
training of our Catholic colleges,
when we consider that at the exam-
inations in Newfoundland, in order
.0 get a place in the Honor Divi-
sion of a grade means to secure an
average of at least 70 per cent. on
all the subjects entered for, and to
obtain a place in the First Division
means 50 per cent. As for ourselves we
are not surprised at the results, as
we know full well what our schools
and colleges can do, but to the en-
emies of our system of edugation
these facts prove conclusively- ‘that
we fear no foe in the line aof public
educational competitions,

e——————————

THE GATINEAU RIVER.

Speed on upon thy mountain way
Swift-flowing as thou art to-day,~
While seasons ever come and go,
Thou glancing, dancing Gatineau!

Mid‘ rocky Heights and woodlands
air—
And greep hills rising everywhere—

While light and shade their glamor
throw

Upon the rushing Gatineau.
The - trunks of trees, the forest's
pride— b

Like headless ghosts forever glide
Like time's, relentless, ceaseless flow
Adown the rolling Gatineau. i

Among  those ' to attend wWere the
happy parents of the newly ordained
pri_est, also his brother and sister.
Father McGarry is the first young
man from Proctor to be raised to so
high a dignity, We trust, however
he will not be the last, for good cx.
ample is productive of much fruit
We congratulate the family on the
signal honor conferéd on son and
brother, and ‘we trust, and will sin-
cerely pray, that Father McGarry
will enjoy a long and happy life in
the sacred ministry. The young
Priest offered up his first ‘Mass in
St. Dominic’s Church, of Proctor
where he had the pleasure .of at.
tending his-first Mass.

who has tested it.

Ask any one who has wused
Surprise Soap if it isnot, a pure
hardsoap;themostsatisfactory
soap and most economical.
Those who try Surprise

always continue to use it,

SURPRISE & a pure fiard Soap,

AN MURPHY

& CO.

IT ONLY PAYS T0 BUY
THE BEST

In Hosiery and Underwear: there ia
mo comfort in amy other, Ouestock is
replete with nlkthe best and most reli-
able brands at popular priees.

Warm Hosiery and Underwear,

Ladies’ Black Cashmere Hose, 30c pr.

Ladies’ Black Cashmere Hose. d’ble heels
and toes, ‘“Qur Leader,” 35¢ pr, three pairs
for $1.00.

Ladies’ Black Cashmere Hose, reinforced
heels and feet ; special value at 50¢ pair,

Ladies’ Black Cashmere Hose, double
heels and toes, extra fine and warm, 65¢c
and 75¢ pair.

Ladies' Black Ribbed Over-hose, double
heels and feet, 60¢, 76¢ and $1.00 pair.

Children’s Black Cashmere Hose, for
winter wear, all reinforced heels and toes
30c, 40c and 50c pair. g

Children’s Black Ribbed Cashmere Hose,
extra spliced heels, knees and toes, 40c,
50c and 65¢ pair. %

'Lndies‘ Hravy Ribbed Wool Vests, for
winter wear, in long and short sleeves;
special, 50¢ each. :

Ladies' Extra Fine Ribbed Wool Vests,
extra good value, 75¢ each,

Ladies’ Lamb's Wool Vests, very softand
warm, for winter wear, 75¢ and $1.20 each.

Ladies’ Natural Wool Vests, very soft
and warm, Our Leader, §1.10 each.

Ladies’ Black Wool Tights, warranted
fait dye, extra fine, $1.26 pair,

Children’s Ribbed Wool Vests for winter
wear, 40c, 50¢, 60c and 75¢ each.

Children’s Lamb’s Wool Vests, very good
value, in all qualities, 85¢, 50c, 75c and
$1.00 each,

Ohiildren’s Natural Wool Vests, very
warm for Winter wear ; 60, 80c and $1.00

JOHN MURPHY & 0.
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