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APRIL 28, 1908

INSTEAD OF THE HIRED GIRL.

Editor ‘‘ The Farmer's Advocate ' :

My gasoline engine is a two-horse, two-cycle
upright engine, quite satisfactory to run No. —)
Daisy churn, as we use a 24-inch diameter pulley
on churn, driven direct from a four-inch (liumeLe\r
pulley on engine. Our No. 5 Daisy barrel-churn
will churn 60 pounds butter quite handily from
geparator cream, and the churn works best with
the large pulley, having more grip for the belt
and runs the proper speed, and strong. We e
it in a well-lighted room, having cement floor 14
by 16 feet, with a 10-foot ceiling, with a line
shaft high enough to clear one’s head, and a
short intermediate shaft to reduce the speed
Having smaller pulleys on these shafts, we sli;;
the belt from off churn, and place on the 12-inch
pulley on shaft over engine. This shaft has an-
other pulley, of four-inch diameter, from which a
pelt runs up on the 12-inch pulley on line shaft;
another 12-inch pulley on line shaft runs the belé
down to washing machine, which has a 10-inch
pulley. This same belt does for grindstone (10-
inch pulley), by having one of them a little each
way from being direct under line shaft. I find
this works handy enough for us, as one at a time
is all we have had occasion Lo use yet. By put-
ting extra pulleys on line shaft, it could be used
to all of these purposes at once, il necessary.

I like my engine well. It is very simple, takes
up very little room—no more than a cream sep-
arator—and uses very little gasoline, and is as
safe as a coal-oil lantern.

Domestic help being so hard to obtain, I
bought this engine, and it has proved a wonder-
ful help. w. J. PEGG.

York Co., Ont.

INSTRUCTORS OF WESTERN
ONTARIO.

The Dairy Instructors and Sanitary Inspectors
of Western Ontario spent the first week of April
at the Guelph Agricultural College. The time
was well taken up with dairy lectures, lectures on
veterinary science, lectures and practical work in
the chemical and bacteriological labratory. One-
half day was very profitably spent scoring cheese
and butter, when they were fortunate in having
the assistance of Mr. W. W. Gray, of the firm of
Thos. Ballantyne & Sons, cheese exporters, Strat-
ford, who gave some valuable information regard-
ing quality of cheese and butter demanded by the
export trade, laying particular stress on the fact
that a clean-flavored, close-boring, smooth-tex-
tured, yet firm-bodied cheese was the ideal cheese
for export ; the color, also, should be clear and
uniform, but not too high in colored cheese.

Time was set apart for general discussion of
the coming year’s work of instruction, and several
evening meetings were held, when the work was
all carefully gone over by the instructors, so that
entire uniformity of method would be advocated by
each, since uniformity is recognized as one of
the principles of success. A lively but friendly
discussion was brought out during one of the
lectures regarding moisture in cheese, and, after a
full discussion, it was the unanimous opinion of
the instructors that the system of cheesemaking
advocated and taught by them during the past
five years, and practiced by the very best cheese-
makers, was giving excellent results in improving
the quality. of the cheese in Western Ontario, and
that it would be unwise to make any radical
"WK“H in the methods of making. A
"M short course for makers desiring instruction
in milk and cream testing was carried on at the
same time as the Instructors’ course, nnd' was
attended by quite a large class of experienced
cheese and butter makers. The instructors and
makers who took the week’s course appreciated
very much the efforts of the Professors of the
College to make their stay both pmﬁtuhlo and
enjovable.

There
staff this
men I'rank
Alex. MceKay,
R. Burgess, Listowel,
Hart, Ingersoll, Ingersoll
Travis, Tillsonburg,
Green, Cayuga, Brantford Group ; )
Woodstock, Tondon Group ; I'red Dean, \“’51"f‘]l
and Southern Creameries ; Mack. Robertson, St

Mary’s, Northern and Eastern (teameries. ‘
FRANK ITICRNS,
Western Ontario

THE DAIRY

the Instruction
vear, which consists of the following
! Herns, London, Chief Instructor ;
St. Mary’s, Stratford Group ; Jas
" listowel Group ; 0. N
and Woodstock Group
Simecoe Group | R. H.
W. Iamilton,

will be no change in

Geo

(‘hief TInstructor,

, ruling average

In the London, ¥ng., market the
produc-

price of cheese during the seven months ol

tion of the season of 1907 was Gls., as against
H0s. 6d. for 1906.

While imports of (‘anadian cheese into Great
Britain showed a slight ralling off last year, and
Lnports from New Zecaland are increasing, (Canada

supplying within 384,911

15 still far in the lead,
tons of Britain's needs.

GARDEN # ORCHARD.

THE STRAWBERRY AND

GROWING

ITS CULTURE.—II.
PLANTS FOR PROPAGATING.

It is just as
. nlls just as necessary to have good, strong, vigor-
S plants to set, as to have the best grain to sow,

("’:r}";*“s to plant. They should be grown with special
o \,]ur that purpose. Only a limited number of plants
should be allowed to form, and these shoubd be kept

separate from one another, so that each plant can fully
develop; then you have plants capable of doing credit
:;i@ }hexinsvl\:es, whirhl strawberries will do every time

Y are given a fair chance. Is there any wonder
that strawberries, as some say, ‘‘ soon run out,”” when
they, year after year, take up plants that may be in
the way—plants that were late in rooting, weak, and
fx“om which no sane man should expect great results ?
Get started right by setting only the best plants, and
then keep right by growing your own plants as much
as possible. I believe by .growing plants as I have ad-
vised, can improve the strawberry f{rom year to
year, instead of ‘' running it out.”

SETTING THE PLANTS.

See that the ground is thoroughly worked, and in
best possible condition, then mark it out, both
the same as for corn. I would prefer setting
the plants three feet by three feet to three feet by four
feet, as many do, believing that by having the matted
rows narrow they do better. We trim up the plants;

we

the
ways,

that is, take off all runpers and dead leaves, and also
cut off some of the long, fibrous roots, as it is diffi-
cult to get them properly planted otherwise. Care
should be exercised that the roots of the plants are
not exposed to the sun or wind; they should be kept
covered and moist. A plan adopted by some during

warm weather is to ‘‘ puddle them,” which covers the
roots, and thus prevents the fibrous roots from drying
out so readily.

Some about here have tried the plant-setting ma-
chine, but I believe the old hand machine is as good
as any ‘yet. We use the spade, which is inserted not
perpendicularly, but on an angle, and the plant is care-
fully inserted in the opening at the same time, giving
it a few sudden jerks so as to spread the roots, and
then the soil is firmly tread about the plant by the
foot so as to close the opening. The advantage of
the angle opening is that you can much more success-
fully and thoroughly close it. Many plants are lost
gimply from the fact that they are not firmly planted.
See that the crown of the plants are fully as high as
the surface of the soil; if lower, the earth gets into the
crowns, to the serious injury of the plants. Remove
the blossoms, so as to give the plant every advantage
to do its best.

Another way of setting plants I have practiced lor
several years with good success is as follows :

Having grown the plants as above advised, each
standing alone, I take these up carefully with a
scoop by inserting it about the plant, giving the
a few side movements, when the plant, with the
earth adhering, can be removed, similar to a potted
plant. These plants, with the earth, are conveyed on
a dray to the new plantation, where they are sct. The
advantages of this gystem are :

1. Xvery plant will grow.

9. One may plant them about
yet have an abundance of plants.
iving the ground frequent cultivation,

plant
tiling
scoop

one month later, and
During this time, ore

can he g thus de-

FARMER’S ADVOCATE.
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stroying many weed seeds, and have less cultivat . ng

and hoeing to do.

8. Fewer plants will be required, as one can set
them five feet apart in the row and they will run to-
gether, as they start growth immediately. Some' may
claim this system encourages too much plant growth
at an expense of fruiting. I am not prepared from the
limited experience T have had, to know whether such is
the case, if continued for years.

CULTIVATION.

As soon as the plants are set, especially if the soil
is dry, begin the cultivation at once. Don’t delay one
day. The -best implement I have found for this pur-
pose is a weeder; unless the plants are very firmly set,
it may be necessary to remove a few teeth that come
directly over the rows, else some plants may be pulled
out. The advantage of the use of this tool is that you
create a dry earth mulch, which conserves the moisture
in the soil, which is all-important at this stage. It
is also doing its work as a weed destroyer. ‘In a
week or ten days, the cultivator may be started, and
then followed up again with the weeder, and continued
at frequent intervals throughout the season. Don’t
wait till the weeds appear. You can economize much
time by taking them in -the * nick of time.” Use the
hoe occasionally, and I have found a garden rake to
be of good service about the plants. As soon as the
plants commence making growth, I give them a spray-
ing of Bordeaux mixture with a hand sprayer, which
can be done as fast as a man can walk, and takes very
little material. The following spring, as soon as,
growth starts, give them a thorough spraying of Bor-
deaux, and you will not have any trouble with the
blight.

MULCHING.

very little attention is paid to
come through the
latitudes, I would

In this locality,
mulching, as the plants generally
winter all right. In more northerly
advise covering them as soon as the ground is frozem:
this covering to be removed in the spring, and raked
between the rows. I have found a dressing of farm-
yard manure, applied over the rows, to be valuable;
but the serious objection is that you also seed the
down, and render the plantation beyond Tre-
for more than one crop. Where berries are
grown only for home use, by covering a part ‘and de-
laying the removing in spring for some timey the sea-
son can be lengthened a week or two.

PICKING.

Picking season is a busy time with the strawberry
man. The hot weather ripens the fruits very fast, and
they should be picked just as soon as ripe. Sometimes
it is necessary to pick them every day; usually every
alternate day will do. They should not be picked while
wet with dew or rain. When intended for shipment,
they should be graded while being picked in three
classes: No. 1, or the larger; and No. 2, smaller, but
sound;: and No. 8, such as are too ripe or otherwise
faulty, for local consumption. The pickers will need
extra pay to do this work. But if we pay them, say,
two cents per hox, will not the berries thus graded be
worth that much more in the market, and give better
satisfaction ?

Indians from the reservations, untit the past few
vears, had been relied upon to do most of the picking.

‘The Pollocks and others have been tried, with varying
towns and

ground
demption

success. The local help in the country,
villages—boys, girls, men and women—now turn out
and have their annual outing at picking strawberries

-

Dairy Instruction Staff, Western Ontario.

L row (left to righty) © ¥. N. Hart,

A\lex, Meray, Jas

Burgess,

Travis.
Hamilton.

Fred Dean, Mack Robertson, Geo.

IF'rank e ns, Robt. Green. W




