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turning their attention. It is, however, an idle
dream,-§or the interest of the wheat-growing farmer
cannot be dealt with apart from the general fiscal
policy of the whole country ; and even were evers
acre of land in the three kingdoms which coul
w wheat utilized in that way we should be
quite unable to feed all our population; we are
bound to import. It does not :B})ear that anything
but cheapening the cost of production will enable
wheat-growing land to be kept in cultivation in
England. With barley the case is different. In
the early eighties the ritish farmer made a grand
blunder in agitating for the removal of the tax
on barley and malt and placing it on beer. His
theory was that by doing this he would place all
barleys on _an uality, whereas under the old
gystem it did n J&& the maltster to buy second-
class. Hesucceed us far, that the growing of
second-class samples was greatly increased, but the
imports of second-class foreign barleys also in-
creased ; so that his last state has been worse that
the first. Many are now agitating for a reversal
the policy of 1880, but there is a force to reckon
with there unknown. The tax being put upon beer,
the great object of the brewer and maltster since
1880 has been to obtain cheap malt, with the result

the name. The present Government owes

much to the brewer and distiller interest to inter-
fere lightly with their profits ; and hence, while I
am convinced a reversal to the earlier system of
taxation would benefit the farmer, I have little
hope that anything will be done for him in this
direction. Oats are undoubtedly the cereal crop of
this country, and the extent of acreage under it
keeps very uniform, and even increases. Thereason
for this is, of course, not far to seek. ‘While the live
stock interest is thriving or fairly prosperous, oat
straw is a sine qua mon in the economy of the
farm, both as a fodder and for the manufacture of
farmyard manure, and oats are a valuable food for
almost every kind of stock. Further, while the
wheat area in Scotland under any circumstances is
limited, the oat area is very large, and, indeed, co-
extensive with the arable portion of the kingdom.
There is, however, little profit in the crop taken by
itselt ; all kinds of feeding stuffs are phenomenally
cheap, oats amongst the rest, so that there is hard-
ly any margin of direct profit from their growth.
It pays, or, more correctly, under ordinary circum-
stances it is not a losing game to grow oats, but
perhaps that is the best one can say. Until 1893

L. i . -the hay-crop, whether rye - grass or timothy, was

an unfailing source of evenue to the ‘Scottish-
farmer. 1f there was a scarcity elsewhere he had
always the chance of an enhanced price with a

=== "Tight crop, and a fair price with a large crop, but in

1803 the scarity of fooder in Eng and induced
merchants to look to Canada and other countries
for supplies ; ~prices in Scotland were & little
stiffened at that time, but nothing like what they
would have been bad the foreign hay not come in;
now that it has obtained a footing, it seems im-
robable that it will be driven out, and consequent-
F , so far as prices are concerned, it makes little
(fiﬁerence whether a farmer has a largeora small
crop. In the case of farmers growing extensive
breadths of hay near & large city like Glasgow, there
is still money in the crop ; but the same remark
applies to almost every other crop on the farm.
Even wheat can be profitably grown in the neigh-
borhood of Glasgow and Dublin at a profit, because
a very good price is got for the straw, when un-
broken, for the manufacture of mattresses. This,
however, applies to a comparatively ljmited area ;
the general situation is fairly gketched in the preced-
ing sentences. SO far as cropping is concerned, the
tendency is to curtail the area and lay down more
land to perma.nent pasture. .
Green cropping in Scotland is confiped chiefly to
the potato an turnip; in the more favored districts
~ cabbage may also be found, and rape 1s not an un-
common catch crop after early potatoes. Modern
Scottish agriculture dates from the jntrodnctnon of
the turnip. It is doubtful if any single crop ever
exercised so great an influence in moulding and
modifying agrlcnlture practice as this root has
done. Chemists tell us that the turnip contains
very little else than water, but still it is grown as ex-
tensively as ever, and no matter what other com-
unds may find a place in the feeding byre,
turnips are always the leading article. It has
sometimes been argued that this is due rather to
the difficulty of finding a crop to fill its place 1n
the ordinary farm rotation than any recqgmzed
merit in the root itself. Be the cause what it may,
the twrnip retains its supremacy as the leading
green crop in the majority of the arable districts o
Scotland. The season of 1895 was not too favorable
for the successful growth of this crop; the bg-a.ird
was long in appearing, yet those who had patience
and did not re-sow, have, as a rule, had the better
crop- Provided the later autumn and the opening
of winter be mild, as it has been this year, turnips,
whether Swede or ‘Aberdeen yellow, grow on and
swellout. A good turnip crop and a large bulk of
oat straw means cheap wintering for young stock.
The weight of turnips per acre is less this year than
asual, but the roots are sound, and promise to keep
well.
Potato growing in some parts of Scotland is.
almost extinct. Early potatoes are grown on the
Ayrshire coast and in Kintyre, and provided there
be no late spring frosts, no branch of farming 18
more profitable. The area over which this style o
farming pre\‘ni'ls is very limited; zm(} it can hardly
be recognized as a branch of Scottish agriculture,
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Experience with Ensilage.
AN ECONOMICAL AND HEALTHY FOOD.
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