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sugar beets of 70 and pasture of 79. The castern
provinces are lower than the figures quoted for the
whole of Canada, and the western provinces are
higher. The highest averages are given for Man-
itoba, Saskatchewan and Alberta.  Sugar beets
have a condition of 81 in Ontario and Alberta, |
where they are grown to supply the sugar factories.

The following is a comparison of the condition
of this year's crops in the prairie  provinces with
those of last vear at the same date:
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The area of spring wheat in the Northwest Prov-
inces this year is 1,500,000 acres more than last \
year and of oats 341,000 acres, but no increase 1s |
shown for barley. The yield of hay and clover 1s |
estimated at 12,189,000 tons for Canada, h('ing\
1.43 tons per acre, and the largest yields for
provinces are 4,736,000 tons in Ontario, 5,028,000
tons in Quebec, 254,000 tons in Prince Edward
Island, 041,000 tons in Nova Scotia and 885,000
tons in New Brunswick.
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THE POSITION OF ASSESSMENT SOCIETIES.

Thanks to an awakened public opiion and the
efforts which have lately been made by the Insur-
ance Commuissioners in the United  States, as a
body, a good deal 15 being done, by legislation
and otherwise, to put the various assesstent socie-
ties which do so large a busimess throughout  the
continent upon a sounder financial basis, although
the process 1s only being accomplished at the ex-
pense of an unpleasant awakening to those who
have hitherto put thewr faith i “imsurance at cost”

and similar catchwords  The general career of

| assessment companies is well set out in the annual

tables compiled by The Spectator, of New York,
which have lately been published that journal
and from which we take the summary appearing
below of lapses, death losses and membership
three years of a decade.

Assessment assoctations and fraternal orders m
the United States, over 15 years old, had on
December 31, 1010, over 4,500,000 certificates
force, involving the protection of many times as
many dependents.  But the constantly ncreasing
death rate carrying with 1t an always advancing
lapse ratio makes the enrollment of new members
an almost impossible task. In the first group of
companies in the Slx‘rt.n«»r\ tabulation, mcluding
those over 35 years old, the death rate is very high,
showing marked crease m the decade covered,
while the membership has fallen off enormously.

The second division, embracing organizations
between thirty and thirty-five vears old, the Spec-
tator points out, presents a very interesting phase
of the situation, for, although the membership 1s
in excess of a million and shows a gradual growth
throngh the ten-vear period, the death rate has in-
creased  steadily, thus hringing out the fact that
as the companies grow older it hecomes well-nigh
impossible to recruit the membership with lives
which will give a favorable mortality experience
Group three presents the organizations hetween

LAPSES, DEATH LOSSES AND MEMBERSHIP IN 60 ASSESSMENT SOCIETIES

Transacting Business

in the United States.

(Statistics compiled by The Spectator, New York).
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