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was enhanced between 1000 and 1905 by 65.7 per
cent. while the purchase of foreign goods was only
increased by 38.1 per cent,, and the taxation revenue
was enlarged by only 304 per cent. against an in-
crease in tax-paying capacity by 65.7 per cent.
These comparisons are not favourable either to the
theory that the people of Canada in recent Aears
have been buying foreign goods to an extravagant,
an mmprudent extent, or the theory that, the taxation
revenue has enlarged out of proportion to the re-
sources of the people

So far as the debt of Canada is concerned its
annual cost is too insignificant to be considered as
a “burden,” the amount being only $1.53 per head
of population, or $3.69 for about cach $1 of annual
revenue, as compared with the Commonwealth of
Austrahia debt of $7.81 for each $1 of

annual re
venue, New Zealand $3.07, Cape of Good Hope
$3.12, United States, $3.31, France $8.52. The

aggregate debt of the Dominion, ing luding the debts
of the provinces, amounts to $305,358,000, for which

assets can be shown of at least equal value

Fhe financial position of this Dominion is one of
very great and yearly increasing strength
1s the land of the future
tions ad

cventnate

Canada
All the present indica

point to such velog

ment of population and

reSOuUrces as must i Canada becommg a

powerful nation, sccond only in importance in the
British Empire to the mother country
—
TIIE HAZARD IN FIRE INSURANCE.
A I\

I e will take up the mat
te t wh the public generally
ha wwled We ma tart b Sd
ng 1le nly t ! primar

\ exposure, con
1 catin nd iy 1 Il of which
are | 1ol t there are

1 rt I ul stor
1S i1l 1 pre
coed t sidd

I'a f I dry ds cla nd it
evide regards contents 1s very
T where th J i t
1 | 1 1l h 1 1
Ins ch ( s
1s 1 t 1 th
! t he day time
Agi \ | i t art \ wdemned e
pectis hmsh in a holesale establish

ment, may be admitted as necessary in a | Iness
where display, for the attraction of customer 1 one
of the baits held out to induce a sale. Ti. ame
may be said as regards other retail stores |, 5
hardware, groceries, jewellery, and so forth ose
goods strewn round or suspended in festoon |y, m
brackets or in windows form damageable tents
in casc of fire, the injury from smoke alone cing
often very considerable. In a retail store, | lenty
of light, natural or artificial, is so necessary that

large establishments, have not only to be fitted with
large glass fronts on the street o be well illy

nat-
ed after dark) but skylights with a wellhol. the
centre are often required to show the goods 1 the
best advantage. Thus it follows that the wore ey
tensive the building (apart from the arca n
the greater the hazard from a fire point of \iew
A small retail store with a” dwelling over ng
four or five employees is palpably a very mu 5S
risk physically, than a large establishue t}
fifty to a hundred hands with a vast exp if
glass mn wood or iron frames open in the e
to a skylighted roof with no one living ab
life 1s at stake should a fire occur in the ni \
now come to a still more hazardous risk of t
which has arisen and grown rapidly of lat
We allude to th d |~,|guu-m.ll stores which nt
all the worst features of the large retail st
bined with multiform occupancy, such as
groceries, crockery, furniture and the h
times adding painting, upholstering and
So well has this risk come to be reckoned
periend f underwriters that, the rates chan re
e as for -‘Ir‘hl‘l hazards unless count ted
the only method for a reduction of tl
I recdluction can be brought about sol
milding being fully equipped by automat
l¢ nd I s possible of what is ¢
n, { | m what we h
] | t out of the quest
I hir { construction, the |
| | | the nature of their « n
by d 1t 1s well known that i
1 1 | 1 "‘ { 1 it
t nappin twisting from the
wrecking the building, as was a notable «
vears ago mm Toronto, whereas hd
wam or column will withstand a fierce fire
Private appliances such as a standpipe {re
1 with he and nozzle on each floor
1 or approved fire extingu
W ns'dered in the rate, being of
1 d vered at th ot
We et} endeavoured to enlighten
1 t e of the mamn features in connect
tores, which has taker
» are compelled to defer tl

wtory hazard for another



