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WE regret to learn that in some cases

there is an irregularity about the delivery

of the REcorpER, We assure our patrons

that the cause lies not with us, as the paper

is larly mailed. We have called the point of our pen (or pencil) we give them

attention of the post office authorities to the
fact and trust the irrogularity complained
of may at once cease. )

THE CONFERENCE FROM A GAL-
LERY POINT OF VIEW.

ErocHAL indeed is the present assembly of | the morning the Rev. W. H. Cornforth, of

representative ministers and lay gentlemen
in the Metropolitan Church of this city.
There seems too to be a happy fitness in the

assembly of the First Genemul Conference of | ¢ over.”
the United Wesleyan Methodist Church of

the Dominion in this th€ most magnificent
of all thé ecclesiastical edifices in provincial
Methodism. From our seat in the gallery,
somewhat separated by position in the build-
ing as well as by non-participation in .the
honor of delegation, we age attracted by the
marvellous beauty, pf@portion, and appropri-
ateness of the edifice. " Beyond any building

"%o | exhibiting that thorough sincerity and can-

_|of a piscatory diet to the production of in-

‘duo share to the intellectual and spiritual |

did Christian feeling which has characterized
the -whole course of their proceedings in
connection with the Union Movement.

Certainly the men of the East are no dis-
credit to their country. From their fine

the remarks they have already made, one
seems to gain an additional confirmation of
the modern theory concerning the adaptatiou

tellectual power.

No less than ourselves of the West are
they loyal Canadians and warm-hearted
Methodists, and though it would *Be out of
place for a gallery on-looker.to cheer their
pointed and telling remarks, yet from the

a hearty God-speed.
e el

SABBATH IN HAMILTON.

CENTENARY CHURCH.
This most beautiful and commodious
church was filled on Sunday morning and
evening with attentive congregations. In

London, England, occupied the pulpit. His
text was from Hebrews xiii. 8, “Jesus
Christ, the same yesterday, and to-day, and

His theme was the immutability of Christ.
He dwelt with great beauty and power upon
the uncreated and unending existence of the
Son of God ; upon his power as the cause
and consummator of all things, and his un-
changeableness in the purposes of his re-
deeming love. The sermon gave great de-
light to all who heard it.

In the evening the Rev. Alexander

we have ever been privileged to see, does it
combine the requirements of a first-class
auditorium with the arhitectural beauties
that gratify the eye of cultivated taste. Its
ornamentation is chaste and elegant, and is

Sutherland, of Montreal, preached from Isa.
Ixiii. 1, “ Who is this that cometh from
Edom, with dyed garments from Bozrah
this that is glorious in his apparel, travel-

largely incorporated in the design of the
building, so that the gaudy frescoing which
in some American churches dazzles by its
strong contrasts of coloring, and its abun-
dance of lights and ahnd(.)ws, is not needed,
and the vivid coloring of the stained win-
dows receives an agreeable relief in the sober
tints of the walls. There is throughout no

ling in the greatness of his strength ? I that
speak in righteousness, mighty to save.”
The proposition which he illustrated was,
Jesus Christ a mighty Saviour.

1. Bechuse in him dwelleth all the fulness
of the Godhead bodily.

2. Because of the very depth of his
humiliation. He is red in his apparel. The
mightiest power is weakness and humilia-

tary of the British Conference; Revs. J

wealth of the assembly, maintaining and| Gardner and M. Benson, of the M. E. Church
of Canada; Rev. J. H. Robinson, of the
English N.C. Conference, and Rev. Dr. Sar- | And when the more abundant blessings shall
gant, of the M. B. Church South, in the |come they will long for closer union with us.
United States. The latter gentleman will May the time soon come when we will all be
be the first to open fraternal relations be-
tween the large and flourishing Church of
Soathern Methodism and any Canadian de- larger infusion of the true Methodistic spirit
nomination. With such an array of able calling us to the.format.ion of aoosm‘opolita!\
speakers an occasion of great interest may gathering—making us all one great Ecumeni-

be expected.

Tue Religious Service in the Metropolitan

forced absence of the Rev. D. Savage,

the blended nature of a prayer-meeting and
love-feast, in which both ministeral and
lay-brethren, with united fervor, took part.
The power of the Liord was present, a
revival influence was felt, and a Divine
unction rested upon the large assembly.
Such services cannot fail to be a blessing
to the conference and to the church.

e ———— < G—

PROCEEDINGS OF THE

FIRST GENERAL CONFERENCE

OF THE
UNITED WESLEYAN METHODIST CHURCH
OF CANADA.

‘ SIXTH DAY,

As is generally the case at Conferences,
there was a small attendance at this first
session of the Conference after Sabbath.
Several of the Delegates had been preaching
at Hamilton and elsewhere, so that the
session did not commence until near 10
o'clock.
singing and reading the scriptures and
prayer, by Rev. J. Macallister, were first

Minutes of the session of Saturday fore-
noon, which were confirmed.

The order of the day was entered upon,
the first business of which was reading
Reports. Rev. J. A. WiLLiaus, Secretary

ed the first report of that committee, the
first part of which consisted of what is
known as the twenty-five articles of religion,
sometimes called Mr. Wesley's Creed, which
on motion was adopted, and will take its
place at the beginning of the new Book of
Discipline.

the following Standing committees :—viz.,
No. 17.—On Temperance, 11 members.

members.

bers.

Church last night, was an occasion of great
spiritual power and blessing. In the en-

through committee duties, the Rev. J. Potts
conducted the exercises. They partook of

Deyotional exercises, consisting of

of the Committee oy the Discipline, present-

in all that constitutes a United Methodism.
But these things do not come so much by
legislation as they do by a larger effusion of
the spirit of our common Master upon us.

one! In the meantime he had a dream on
his mind—he woul(!_ call it a dream—and it
was, that we were capable of receiving a

cal body. He tl::yht we were grandly old
fashioned over heré. Our preaching was so
pointed, with the grand old Gospel, and our
responses were 8o fervid and hearty, that we
seemed to be all soul. He admired our soul-
saving methods of preaching the Word of
God, and our inspiring unison in the service
of sacred song. He asked, for what purpose
is God raising us up among the churches, and
making us the largest of all unendowed Pro-
testant organizations, but that he might
make us the honored instruments in bringing
much glory to Him. Again, he felt himself
honored in being among us. He would
whisper a thing—he would venture to whis-
per it—it seemed to him that we must have
been sorely perplexed in making choice,
among so many able men, of our President ;
and now that we have put the right man in
the right place, he assured us that, at their
next General Conference in the United
States, they would gladly hail our repre-
sentative among them. It was fitting that
you, sir,—addressing the Chair-—should, at
your age, and after your long services to
your Church and your country, live long
enough to enjoy this honour, and bear this
burden. You were not ready to die until
you saw this Union consummated. God
spared you to see and to share this blessed
Union. May He bless you and make you a
thousand fold ! And may we all at last share
the Union that will be indissoluble in the
kingdom of His glory.

The venerable Bishop was deeply affected

conducted, then followed the reading of the during the delivery of his address, and at

the close the Conference cheered him again
and again.

Rev. Dr. SARGENT in brief terms expressed
his endorsation of the rev. gentleman’s re-
marks.

Dr. Doueras moved and Dr. Pickarp
seconded a resolution, which was unani-

mously adopted, to the effect that the Con-
ference had heard with profound satisfaction
the eloquent words of fraternal gree
which the Rev. Bishop Peck, of the M. E.
Church of the United States, has just ad-

Dr. ALLiSON, on behalf of the Nominating
Committee, presented a further report, in
which they recommended the appointing of

No. 19.—Oflicial Correspondence, 8 mem-

extravagance—nothing which to the trained
eye appears taudry or superfluous, while the
spaciousness 6f the audience room, and the
adaptation of all its arrangements to the
needs of Methodist worshipseommends it to

3. Because of the power by which he
draws men to himself.

4. The might of his saving power is shown
by the materials out of which he builds his

bers.

No. 20.—On the Hymn Book, 20 mem-

Rev. "W. J. HuNTER presented -a mem-
orial from Ottawa City, Centre Circuit,
relating to the extension of the period of
Ministers’ term on circuits, which was re-

dressed to us, we cordially reciprocate these
expressions of Christian regard, and fervently
pray that God’s choicest blessings may con-
tinue to rest upon the church and country
which Bishop Peck so worthily represents ;
the Conference also expresses its obligation

No. 18.—On Sabbath Observance, 17 to the Bishop for the rich evangelical sermon

which he preached on Sabbath evening in
the Metropolitan Church. The Conference
adopted the resolution by a rising vote.
Bishop PEck, in acknowledging the vote,
said that the next General Conference of the
M. E. Church would be held in May, 1876,
and he confidently expected that a delega-
tion from this Conference would be present.
The Rev: Tuomas Sarcent, D.D., from
Baltimore, was introduced to the Conference

the strictest utilitarian.
But this is not the time for large indul

gence in‘ architectural criticism, for below us

church.
5. Because he is a Saviour to all ages,
classes and conditions of men.

ferred to the Committee on Itinerancy :
from the same Circuit also, a memorial
relating to the order of Public Worship,
which was reported to the Committee on

as belonging to the M. E. Church, South.
He submitted a letter from Rev. Dr. Sux-
mERs, whom he designated as the Archbishop

is gathered an assembly of reverend and-
sagacious heads, each one alive with prayer-
ful and thoughtful interest, concerning the
important work of the hour.

And a splendid gathering of men they
are. We can say with all candour that there
is not one among the number with an inferior
physiognomy. There may be seen in one

of the South. We are permitted to make a

6. Because he saves under all possible
circumstances.

7. The mighty effect of his name and
work upon the world prove it.

8. Such is the universal testimony of his
Patriarchs, prophets, martyrs, the
Saul's, the Magdalene’s, the Peter’s, the

face the elastic promptneas‘of the man of
business, on another, the expression of trained | ¢ffect upon the immense audience. The col-

thinking which the study of law produces

dying thief, ‘do all proclaim ““mighty to

save.!” The sermon produced a profound

» | lections for the day were in aid of the

and a third the expression is of broad general
intel'igence, a fourth has the eyes and com-
plexion of the student, another the hearty
smile and honest shrewdness which bespeaks
the thrifty and independent agriculturalist.

But upon every face, merchant, lawyer,
farmer, minister, piety has left its traces ;
blending with their varied specialities of
expression there seems to shine the elevation,
purity and hope which religion imparts.

The work they have before them is a
momentous one. There is the amalgamation
or harmonising of the distinct and somewhat
diverse financial and other interests of the
different Conferences or Connexions, the
fixing a name for the united Church, the
arrangement of a plan for full amalgamation
of the late Wesleyan and New Connexion
Churches, the general review of all the
different departments of Church work with
provision for the future maintenance and
full development of all these interests for
the ensuing four years. These matters come
pressing on every mind of that assembly,
but as we look at their countenances, spark-
ling with vivid intelligence, and elevated by
Christian principle we do not fear the result.

It is true they are treading on ground

the Discipline.

Rev. H. TiNpDAL presented a memorial
from the New Connexion District Meeting,
Owen Sound, relating to the adjustment of
Circuits where Wesleyan and Methodis
New Connexion Ministers have both beell
recently stationed, which was referred to
the. Committee which is to adjust such
matters. Committee No. 9.

the present session, the order of business

few extracts from the letter. Dr. SUMMERS
says: “Iam glad that you go to Toronto.
I want you to represent the Southern Church
to our Canadian brethren.
t them know that if they are
eyan Methodists, so are we. You know
how intensely Wesleyan I am, and that is

the reason 1 am where I am. Let them

They do not

As Bishop Peck has to preside at one of
his own Conferences on Wednesday, the
President stated that he could not remain
any longer at the General Conference than

know that we stand where Wesley, Coke,
and Asbury put us in 1789, necessary
modifications being granted. I have np
official authority to solicit the sending of a
fraternal messenger to our next General

Ladies’ Benevolent Society and Orphans’

Z10N TABERNACLE.
Rev. James Hannon, of London, preached

The congregations were large, queen of women.
and the people delighted to hear their
former pastor.
JouN StrReEer CHURCH.
The pulpit of this church was filled morn-
ing and evening by the Rev. Charles Fish

KiNG STREET CHURCH.

In the morning, the Pastor, Rev. W. W,
Carson preached, and in the evening the|jonored name of Methodism. . We are the great Methodist family.”
service was conducted by the. Rev. . H.|aware that the present hour is preg-
Cornforth, who preached from ‘O woman,
great is thy faith.”

Simmcoe STREET CHURCH-

The pulpit was occupied morning and

evening by the Pastor, Rev. J. P. Lewis,

We would call attention to the advertise-
ment of the Medical Department of our
Victoria College, and to the article on the

new to every one of them, they have scarcely

same subject on’outside page.

feeling in favor of that subject, and he fel

to come
trusted that the example
would be followed by others who héar th

was therefore suspended, to give the Bishop
an opportunity of saying farewell. Bishop
Peck said that the most profound interest
is felt throughoutall the Statesofthe Unionin

morning and evening on the occasion of everything pertaining to Canada. Americans
frescoing and fitting up the old church, and
re-opening it as the Lecture Room of the New

were not silent spectators on the cause of
British freedom. They loved Queen Vie-
toria, and they regarded her Majesty as the
As he, the Bishop, was
greatly interested in everything that tended
to the unification of Methodism, he rejoiced
that in Canada there was such a growing

special interest in the fact that at this
General Conference there was a practical
of Peterboro’, Delegate to the Gencral Con’ | proof that some of the branches of the
Methodist family at least, were dis-
together, and  he
thus set,

nant with interest in reference to the world’s
future. We are surely to be greater and
stronger, now that we are gathered into one
ecclesiastical body; and we know that the
public mind is to be most healthily affected
by this union. Everywhere he hears con-
gratulations in reference to our union’; and
any little differences which may yet exist
among us will soon disappear, and soon we | hymn, which was sung, followed with prayer
will think it almost incredible that we were by a brother from the New Brunswick Con-
ever auything else but one. This General |ference. Minutes of the morning session
Conference pres::ntaed a very pleasing appear- | were read and confirmed.

Conference, but you can assure the brethren
that one would be received with genuine
Southern Methodist cordiality. We want
to learn many things from our Canadian
brethren. We heartily pray that the present
unity movement may be a grand success.
Dr. Sargent, in his usual genial strain,
addressed the Conference, and was listened
to with great attention, though occasionally
interrupted by cheers, and at the close of his
address the Rev. Asahel Hurlburt moved,
and Rev. W. H. Poole seconded, the fol-
lowing resolution :

“That the Committee on Official Corres-
pondence is instructed to prepare an address
to the General Conference of the M. E.
Church South, and express the hearty desire
of this body to open and establish paternal
intercourse both by letter and exchange of
representatives with the southren branch of

t

e

The Conference adopted this resoltion by
a rising vote. ‘

The Rev. R.J. Foreman was permitted
to go home for the purpose of attending a
funeral of the R.S. of his circuit. The ses-
sion was closed with the benediction.

AFTERNOON SESSION.
At 3 o'clock the President gave out a

The report of the Committee on Diseipline
was resumed by Rev. J. A, Williams read-
in~ the clause which relates to the time of
holding the General Conference. The Com-
mittee recommend that the first Wednesday
aftor September 15th shall be the time.
Different suggestions embodying amend-
ments were made, some named October
others August, and some even thought that
March would be a suitable time. Various
reasons gere assigned in favour of the dates
chosen, it was a matter of some difficul-
ty to find a date which would suit farmers,
the legal profession, merchants, and the pro-
fessors of the colleges ; but at length Judge
Deacon moved as an amendment to the
Committee’s proposal, that the time should
be the first Wednesday in September, which
was carried. The next General Conference
will therefore commence on the first Wed-
nesday in September, 1879.

The next clause of the Committee’s re-
port referred to the first business of the
(General Conference, the election of a Presi-
dent by ballot, without debate, from the
Ministerial Delegates, which was adopted.

The Committee recommended the election
of a Secretary or Secretaries in a similar
way, but the Rev. E. H. Dewart moved as
an amendment that the clauses shall read, a
Secretary and two Assistant Secretaries,
which was seconded by W. H. Gibbs, Esqe
A lively discussion took place on the motion
and amendment. 4 rising vote was called
for, the amendment had 65 votes, and the
motion 60. Mr. J. Macdonald stated that
some had not voted, and as this was contrary
to the rules of order, the vote was taken
again, when the amendment was carried a
second time, there being 78 for and 68
against it.

A pleasant episode here took place. The
President anngunced that the Rev. E.
Holmes was required to leave the Conference
to perform a marriage ceremony, and he
supposed the Conference would not object.
Leave was granted. As there was a large
assembly of the fair sex in the galleries at this
time, they gave evidence by their smiles that

they were particularly interested just them, .

The Committee recommended the election
of a Vice-President, in the same way as the
election of a President and Becretary, which
was approved. .

The restrictive rules, 1, 2 and 3 were read,
and the Committce recommended that they
be retained. Some thought that No, 3 might
be modified, as it was sometimes found not
to be sufficiently flexible to meet exigencies
that might arise ; but to this it was replied,
that there were other rules which would need
all possible exigencies, and besides there were
notes appended to the society rules, as printed
by our Annual Conferences, which would
meet the wishes of all. Astothe rulesrelating
to the doctrines, these could not be touched,
without endangering the church property, as
the deeds were made with the specific men-
tion of the doctrines mentioned. The recom-
mendation was adopted.

The rules 13 to 17 on pages 167 and 168,
Minutes of Canada Conference, 1873, were
all, on recommendation, adopted. Want of
space prevents us giving them in fuil.

Rev. W. J. HuNTER presented Report No.
1 from the Committee on Missions, The
following recommendation was adopted :
That on Thursday evening next, a Mission-
ary meeting shall be held in the Conference
Chfirch, the Hon. Judge Wilmot to preside,
and Revs. G. Young, G. McDoumll, J.
Borland, G. 8. Milligan, D. D. Currie, and
Dr. Sargent to address the meeting.

On motion of Dr. JEFFERS, the Committee
on Discipline were instructed to consider
the expediency of appointing a Committee as
a Court of appeal on decisions of law.

On motionof Rev. J. Borraxp, the Con-

ference proceeded to ballot for a Vice-Presi-
dent of this General Conference. At the
first ballot, there was no election, as none of
the candidates received a majority vote,
though Dr. Douglas and Dr. Rice were the
highest on the list. On the second ballot
being taken, it was found that 156 votes had
been cast, 79 were therefore required to elect
a candidate for the Vice-Presidency ; and Dr.
Douglas received 99, Dr. Rice 54, and a
few others received a few votes.

Dr. DoucLas was called to the platform
and thanked his brethren who had made him
a servant of servants. Ho trusted that he
was profoundly grateful, but the extreme
kindness of the Conference had unfitted him
for making a speech. He trusted that mo-
thing wounld occur to disable their beloved
President, so that his (Dr. Douglas’s) duties
would not be onerous. Again he thanked
all those who had voted agaiust him equally
with those who had voted for him, but he
was sincere when he declared that he wished
his long-tried and true friend, Dr. Rice, had
stood where he (Dr. Douglas) stands. §

Rev. J. Porrs announced that the Rev.
(. Youna was in the Conference, and he
moved that he be called to the platform.
The Conference soon sanctioned the motion
and Mr. Young ascended she platform amid
¥heers, and in addressing the Conference, he
said his feelings were very peculiar, as he
now saw what he hoped, but could not ex-
pect, to see. He was glad to see the Con-
ference consisting, as it does, of so man
representatives from the east, west, nor
and south. He related some coincidences
between the first Conference he attended and
the present one. He felt somewhat tired,
as he had had a tedious journey of nearly a
week's travel, 250 miles of which was by
an old-fashioned stage, when he had a lot of
discharged American soldiers for fellow
sengers, and they were not the most desirable
companions, Again he thanked them, and
expressed the hope that they would soon
their brother McDougal amongst them.

Rev. H. F. BLaND gave notice of
relative to the reading of sermons in the
pulpit. He considered such a practice as
unwise and injurious, The resolution wus
referred to the Committee on Discipline.

_On motion of Dr, Rick, Reva G. R. Sang
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