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Speaking of simulative feeding re
minds me of what Mr. Holtermann 
|h«s to say in Gleanings relative to 
liliv discussion of the subject at the 
ronvention in Toronto in November 

it. He says: " Messrr. Wm. Mc- 
Ivoy, 8. D. House, E. Dickenson and 

F. Holtermann were about the only 
pronounced advocates of stimulative 
leeding.” As I said at the conven- 
ion. and now rejieat, there is a whole 
ot of misunderstanding as to what 
Institutes spring stimulative feeding, 
'or instance, let us analyze the posi- 
ion of the four gentlemen named, 
ho, as friend Holtermann says, 
displayed remarkably sound judg

ment in their views and convictions 
pon the question.” Mr. McEvoy has 
Mured, publicly and privately, 
ores of times, that any feeding for 
imulntive purposes before fruit 

iloom was worse than useless, as 
ree old bees would be worn out for 
rery extra young one reared. Mr. 
iekenson may not be quite so radi- 
il, hut I have reason to believe that 

is pretty much in sympathy with 
wild McEvoy on this question. Mr. 
ouse is a believer in spring stimu- 
ition in the sense of the word as in- 
irpreted by Mr. Alexander, and as 
ir as friend Holtermann is concern- 

honestly I do not know iust how 
stands on the question. The point 

wish to make clear is that there 
tp many bee-keepers at the con
ation, the writer among the num- 
ir. who are thoroughly in accord 
ith the idea that it is advantageous 

feed the bees during the dearth 
it occurs between fruit bloom and 
iver. in most localities. Whether it 
wise to feed during the unsettled 
ether in the early spring is another 
*tion; certainly my limited experi- 

has decidely proved otherwise, 
ring the past summer, while out

8»

on inspecting trips, evidence was col
lected as different yards were visited, 
and although the early spring was 
one of the worst on record, in not a 
single case was the benefits of early 
stimulation apparent. In the com
paratively few yards visited that were 
in good condition, each of these api
aries had had abundance of stores, 
the hees were well protected and given 
a severe letting alone right through all 
the bad weather preceding fruit 
bloom. Mr. Sibhald told me that this 
had !>een his experience to the letter. 
Possibly the peculiar season may have 
had a different effect than would be 
the case in other years, but I am very 
doubtful on the subject and more than 
ever convinced of the truth of the old 
saying, that early spring feeding is 
apt to act like a two-edged sword.

From the foregoing, you will, Mr. 
Editor, have a pretty good idea of my 
notions as to "Spring Management," 
a subject you desire to have discussed 
in this issue of the C.B.J. Feeling 
sure that my bees have abundance of 
good stores, are warmly packed in 
winter cases. I desire nothing more 
than to leave them alone till fruit 
bloom. By providing water easy of 
access, many bees will be saved that 
would otherwise be lost while flying 
long distances during a period of cold 
winds in search of what they must 
have if brood-rearing is to go on pro
perly. Left alone in the condition 
described, if the bees have wintered 
well, even with the large hives I use, 
the majority of colonies will need 
supers to ward off swarming during 
fruit bloom; i.e., if any nectar cornea 
in from that source. How do I clip 
the queens when no hives are opened? 
Perhaps you will be surprised when I 
say we do not practice clipping queens 
in March or April, but prefer to leave


