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Jesus Calls Four Disciples.

S.S. LEssON—Luke §: =11, Jan. 31, 1904,

GoLpex Texr-—It ye continue in my word,
then arc ye my disciples indeed—John 8: 31.

BY REV. C. MACKINNON, B.D., SYDNEY, N.§.

Pressed upon him to hear the word, v. 1.
The gospel graciously and fully presented
must always attract, because it is the only
yanacea for the aches of the heart Like
the miserable, emaciated victims of the ap
palling Indian famine, who streiched out
their skinny hands and called, in the piercing
accents of hunger, “Bread, bread,” so the
world stretches out its eager hand for the
“Bread of Life,” and presses upon Him to
hear the word of God.

Launch out into the deep, v 4. Toooften
do Christians in their work hug the shore
and put down their nets in calm, transparent
water, where there is little trouble and where
also there are few fish.  let us be courage-
cus, and, with firm faith in our gospel, go
where the fish are.  'The eaer ioy with
his rod and line, if he gets ro fish off the
bridge, stops not there all day, but tries a
i0g, then a rock, then a raft, until he finds
at last a sequestered spot, from which he
lands them ome after another. Thousands
of souls pass along our streets ; let us not
only angle for them in church and Subbath
tchool, but fallow them to their offices, their
homes, it may be their unworthy haunts, and
boldly let down our nets for a draught.

At thy word, v. 5 Noah builds his ark,
Abraham leaves the home ot his childhood,
Moses stretches out his rod over the gloomy
caverns of the Red Sea, Gideon shouts the
battle cry, at the command of God, To us
the obstacles may s*em insuperable, but God
Lids it and that 1s enough. The dark carmi!
balism of Aneitcum seemed a hopeless pro.
blem to civilization ; revertheless at Gid's
word brave, trustful Geddie landed without
human aid or protection, and left the island
Christian.  There can be no real failure
when we sre doing G d's will.

Dopart from me, v. 8. Isriah saw the
glory of God, and he said, 'l am a man of
unclean lips.,”  To know God is to feel our
own sin and shame in a tenfuld degree.

“Sin stained am I, and Thou art pure ;
Oh, turn Thy steps some other way :
How shall | dare Thy gaze endure ?
How in Thy sinless presence stay ?

The fishcrmen were gone out of them, v.
9. Itis when we are at the point of despair
and on the brink of failure that we otten-
times stand pearest to success ; for then,
mistrustiul of ours:lves, we are ready to
fo'low the direcions of our Lond. Let us
welcome, then, even the difficulties and dis-
appointments of life. They are not our foes
but our friends.  The Lord's messengers,
indecd, they are, to summon us lo a more
perfect trust in Ilis unernng guidence.
There is no extremity in which He cannot
deliver us. The greater our need, the better
the opportunity for Him to manifest His
divine wisdom.

Fear not, v. 10. How gracious are the
words ! Qur sins give us good cause 10 fear,
For they make us deserving of God's wrath,
But in His mercy He covers our sin and
removes our condemnation. He fills our
hearts with peace and then sends us forth
with the message of peace to others,

Catch men, v. 10. Men have to be
“caught" Fishing needs patience and skill
Some fish are only caught when the tide is
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under cloudy skies and others again in sunny
weather, So with men ; we must often bide
our time, ever be patient, but never despair,
But it has heen well said : “As m fishing,
20, as a rule with men, the best time to seck
them is during the slack of the tide.”

They forsnck all, v. 11, Toserve Christ,
does not require of us all that we shall leave
our homes or give up cur possessions. Bt
it does require us to place ourselves every.
thing we have at His disposal, Thisis
expected of every disciple. e are not all
ralled to be apostles, but the spirit of the
apostles should be shown by each of us.
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The 01d is Still Needed.
By C. H. WETHEREE

1 have recently read statements by re-
putedly orthodnx ministers that cuch preach
ing as prevailed in conservative pu'pits forty
or fifty years ago, will nct be sanctioned by
intelligent men and women today. Tt may
be presumed that such writers have in mind
a class of hearers who entertain iberal vicows
like those held by themselves,

These cxceedirgly “intelligem” people are
1 udly advocating the glory of what they
call *'the new evangelism,” and thiss ems ‘o
mean a diluted gospel, one in which the

eat truths of the cross of C' tare < Y
E‘l out or are cxplained away,

Rev. J. Wilbur Chapman, in a recent
sermon, and referring to what a distinguished
author lately wrote, namely, “He who trics
to reproduce Fuinney and Moody is a
plagiarist, but net a prophet,” says ¢ “I be-
lieve Finney wou'd startle some of us into
action if he could come before us as he did
b fore the people who used to live in Western
New York, when, as they Jooked into his
face, they became convicted of sin, and when
they heard his voice they thought the juig-
ment day had come. 1 am sure that Mr,
Moody would move this world if he stod
here in these days with the doors of opy or-
tunity wide open, and f he shou!d come in
the ‘days of the old hippodrime mectings,
when the Holy Ghost was ujon Lim as tru'y
as upon laul" These nie words of tuth,
and they need to be rung into the cars of all
who are 1alking foolishly about “the twenticth
centtiry thought,” as theugh, very suddenly,
there had come into the braing of wiseacres
a mass of wisdom which far (x els God's
wiidom, as revealed in His go-pel.  Veily,
the old plan of calvation, and all of s
related .doctrines, is still needed.  The
natural man is sull dead in sin, and nothing
less than fanh in Christ's atonement

can
bring him to life,
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Launch Out!
By Turovore I. CuyLrr, DD
“‘Launch out into the deep " This was

Chust's order to Simen Peter alter a night
of not very successful fi-hing  Accordingly
Peter sets the bow of his little boat towards
the deep water wherg the fich are and af er
the net has been cast, there is a prodigious
haul that requires some cxira effort to bring
it to shore, :

“Here is a motto for churchas and pastors,
“Launch out!” Perhaps the past year has
not been onc of much success in winning
souls to Chust,
that there was not enough effort to reach the
unconverted sither by fervent preaching g

One reason probably was®

them in the podpir, or Ly personal ¢ffat with
them out of the pulpit. Plain, pointed,
pungent sermons warmed with love and
steeped in prayer are the minister’s needed
work on the Sabbarh.  DBut such arguments
and appea's must be followed up. A pastor
often accomp'ishes as much by an hour of
close friendly converstion, as by any amount
of pulpit appeal. The Sibbath schocl
teacher can reach his or her scholars most
effectively by a private visit, and a faithful
talk with each member of his clase. Personal
witk does the busire.s; not all the fish are
caugtt by the net; each fisher must drop
kis own hook and line baited with love,

At the beginning of a new year's work the
first duty of faith is to make new venturcs.
“Launch out,” and with the Holy Spirit's
aid make the ¢ffat, T would not m-ke too
wuch of the werd “‘deep,” which in the New
Testament incident had only a lceal signi-
ficance.in fishing Sl there must he a
decp dewn fuith in your hearts, and a deep
down leve of souls, and an insatiate desire
for their salvation, Shal ow interest, shallow
feeling, shallow praying wins no ouls for the
Master. The minister who longs to corvert
souls must lay hold «f the deep truths of
God, and strive to penetrate the depths of
the heart before hi. It is down in those
depths that lark the d pravity, the besetting
sin or the unbelicf that keeps the sinner from
Jerus Christ, The truth must go far enough
down ta reach the roots in order to produce
Coop conversion.  Spiritual peace, spiritual
joy and spiritual power all depend on Chr st's
getiing full possession of the heart,

It is weli also to “launch out” beyond the
regular church gocrs, and to strive 1o reach
the outsiders—cven thase who may be re.
garded as “hard cases.”  As in fishing, the
fi h that bLite readily are casily taken, so
there are persons brought up under gospel
influences that yield more readily te the
truth.  But the inveterate Sibbuh breakers,
the open scoff-rs, the hard drinkers, the
profane and open'y u-godly class are toon
often passed by as hopeless. Sl of Tarsus
was_not a very hopeful case ;—cannot the
same Divine Spirit that subdued and trans.
formed him, convert the most impenitert
and hardened smner in yoir community ?
And when a eonspicuously irrcligious person
in any place i: converted, the effect is all the
maore powerful.  Then, my dear friends, if
the Master is on bomd with you— (s Hz
was with Simon Peter)—launch out into ithe
deep and according to your faith, your cour
age and your lovieg zeal will be your in-
gathering of converted souls.

Atthis scasan the ordinary greeting is: [
with you a Happy New Year.”  Sonctinies
it is uttered in cmpty formality ; it is often
spoken to thoge who are making themse!lves
wretchedly unhappy by their own sins and
follies,  Fven Christians often make serious
wistakes in their pursuit of happiness. Sup-
pose that any of you shou'd saunter ofl for a
walk, soyirg to yourself, “oow [ will erjy
mysell.”  The walk soon becomes weari-
fome ; you are thinking only ahout you:self,
and find no enjoyment.  Suddenly you
hear a scream « f a child that had fallen into
a neighboring river ; you plunge in, rescue .
the little creature, and when you deliver it
into the hands of its mother, you teel a thrill
of exquisi e delight.

‘That_illustrates exactly the condition of
many Christians both in the pulpits and
pews, They try to beccme happier by

thinking about it, and talking about 1, the|
discuss *‘the higher life,” and “‘iwentiel!
ceniury revivals,” and it all ends in vapor.
Let them launch out into practical efforts ta
svaken ond Bw
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