6 Preface.

through that country, a brief sketch of the Acadian,
his early struggles, his home life, cruel deportation,
the confiscation of his property and destruction of his
home; his treatment in exile and his wanderings in
search of his kith and kin for twenty-five years fol-
lowing their separation. We have endeavored to give
something of the life of his descendants as now found
in the Madawaska country in the northeastern part
of Maine and the adjacent parts of New Brunswick,
on the St. John’s River; on the shores of St. Mary’s
Bay, in Nova Scotia; and in the Teche country, in
Louisiana.

We believe every reader of the poem will want to
read this historical sketch, and we are sure every
reader of the sketch will re-read with renewed inter-

est the beautiful poem.

Our acknowledgment and sincere thanks are due to
the Hon. . H. Mouton, of Lafayette, Louisiana, and
to Associate Justice of the Supreme Court, Joseph
A. Breaux, of New Orleans, Louisiana, for valuable
information furnished to the author concerning the
Acadian of the Teche country, and for permission to

publish extracts from their letters. The sketch of

the wooden chest, a valuable heirloom of the family,




