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tlic uicasiiru liaiJ i'^r its object tjlio bcntifit^f tlu? laity, wiil not

thc,rt/i«istry, no anxiety, was felt, ^hh to the result ; bil; epn-

trary to all expectation it waH vetoed. .W.e hav€ conyertsed

with, several Jeading laymen on the mibject, and found iione|of

thoih avevHC^to the pi'incipi<5slnv«i»lvdd in tin? chan«<e ; but tKeiv

•reflKon for opi)OHing it, wan the fear, lest onoVencii'oacUm^nt

{should follow, another, until tionic nicaKuiYv wowld bo anowcC '

to pass which the laity with a fair trial would, not find for'ilho

be^t, ai)d thuM, as they had no voice in originating legi«iatlon,

they would fitid it inijwssible to effect a r^nedy. Wc r^ifer

to the above merely to iUustrntcthepositjicjju- which we h«vo

taken. . So far then from the present Hyutc.ijiK practicedJiy the v

M. E, Church" having a tendency "tofinite ilie. wisdoin "of tlic

ministry and Jaity for purpowe^ of wise Jand Jgood Ixjgislation, it ;

has .a tendency to ftrray ih\3m against each otltei'; t^e laity,

especially, applying thein sagacity^inore to ^watching^ i^l legis-

lation Test their rights and,, liberties ^kHhcuild bo .c<)ini>rowHsed,

than to. the orig^ation^of^ise laws;and rules, c- Perhaps some "^

jjcrj^ii'. wjll berre^dy. to, charge us *MTfh a Yiraiit^^

'toward thie * laity \\\ aMUming the above position', but so far

from this wei^make full allowance' for adl the con^dcilici? the

laityrrepose in' the .ministry, which,^ doubtless, "is Ircry consid-' .;

V'irabic; but lis self presetyati^nis'undeatstood to be the first ^

law of nature, we.beHeve -wfere the ministry placed in the same

rektion to legislatiohnvhi^li the laity how occupy, they woutd ,
"

Iji^veii mofe^carefttl -audvjealoup of. their rights, and njore '
'

ingenious in .defending thein, 'thau 4|ie laity now are. Not

only do we cAaim that laymen have a right ta be re|)rescnted

in legislative aini executive assemblies of the church, but we '

cliiinvit tobie for the,best interests of jiU concerned to aduiit /

such i'epresesntation. We believe that nothing would have so •

good an eftect on the *j;enerar jfinai^6s of the'cliurch, as the

proper association of laymen in. their managelnent. It is a
'

notable fact that ministers ai-6 not generally/ financial meif.

That there are some good financiers among niiriistors wc' arc

free to admit; but^we, at the sainc tiij^-are^iVee t^j assume* %
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