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bIiaII hind on (»arth, aHall bo hound In hoavon." (Math, xviii.

V. 18.) And when tho uundH and hoartn of tlm apoHtlufi

w»tro in Homo moasuru pn'punui for tho rocoption of tliiH Htii-

piindouH power, for theofitahiiHhniont of thin wondrouH inntl-

tutipn of (Jod'H infmito pity and mercy for sinful man, Uu
thou iuHtituted thy Hai'rainont when He Raid to thom» •• Ito-

ceivo ye tho Holy Ohost, whose n'lm you Hhall forgive they
are forgiven, and whose siuH you shall retain they are re-

tained." (John xx-2a). The words used by our Saviour ib

th,o institution of this sacrament are worthy of our deepest
att(!ntion, for tlioy seem to have been specially employed to

show the awfulness of tho institution, to show that it was
indeed a new creation on the earth, and tho work in a special

mtiniHtt' o( diviuci oiiiii{|>uluiio« unit iittknitu iiiMi-ny. Hulm^un liy luiHuniitf thu

ii|m)hUuh that H« couHtituttMi thein iliM vioaiH itiul i'o|)r«Mttutativ«>H, aud tliiiii

lit) tliuro aii<) ttiou cuiifttrrud uu thciti tliu Huiiitt uutluirity tu tuacli uiid th«

Mainq iK)Wor to for^ivu hium with whicli tlti hiiiiHoK uh inaii hu<l buuii ulothttd

by tho Ktttruul h'athur : "Ah the Fathur hath Huiit iiid, I hIm* HUlid yoii."

Ah if Uu would Hay, t att tnau hold from God thu powur to for({ivu HiuH.aud

that I have thiH power I huvo atrua>ty provud by u iiiiraolt) (Math. iv. c.)

and I hefuby dtil«Kato that powor to yon fih-ovHr -t.o th«t«()huiKih. and

to its ministers for all times, do I give this divine prerogative,

this God-power for tho doatroying of the roign of sin in human
hearts and souls, and for the salvation of all penitent sinners,.

"He then breathed upon them." When God made man,
"He breathed into his face tho breath of life, and man became
a living soul." (Gen. 2 c. 9 v.) "He inspire^ into him the
soul that worketh, and he breathed into him a living spirit."

(Wisdom xv-U)—that is, the breath of God breathed into

inanimate matter, ereated inan, and made him a living

rational person—gave him the soul that .worketh, and the
living quickening spirit—made man the master work of His
creation, made him a little less than the angels, and crowned
him with glory and honour. This is the first instance of
which we are told in Scripture that God breathed lipon man,
and the result was the existence of rational man, made in the
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