
Cinlnil ItriUsh ('ohuiihln

The upliiiid ^(lil- <i( till' jrriiit c-(iitr:il pliitcHU l)flt viir.v I'oii-idiralily iuid on i

vvlmli' lire ixi-iMiiiuK-lv rich. Tlii'.v iirc torimd i-liiitl.v t'roiii frliiciiil drift and viiry

i-liariK-tcr in rdii.ir to vnriiititni* in tin- iiniti'riidr. (•ciin|iri>intr tiic drift. A liirjfr p;

of till- soil is forini'd from lionidcr chiv and liiiicc i~ >oniiwlnit ida.vc.v in cliarai-

ajid is retentive of moisture. The surfaee >oii to a (hptli of several inches is usna

lilaci<, showing tlie pre-eMcf of a jrood >uppl.v of iiimius.

Hidjres of ^travel an<l -mall honlders are occasionally found on the hitrher plate<

and some of the heiicli lands are >toMy. .Many of the ^mall trilmtary valleys are fon

to he -andy and stony, while lifrhter anil yrav.Uy -oil- cover many of the liijfh heiiel

and lower ranjfe of hills.

On some hillside- and low ridfjes or plateaus are found heavy clayey soils. ()'

certain areas tires liave hurnt otf the humus from tiie surface soil, rcnderinjr it uiip

ihictive and ditfieult to till in its prc-ent condition. Such soils, when treated witl

fair coating of fertilizer, rapidly nvaiii their fertility and u-ually prove lastinpr.

The sandy, pravelly "ml stoney soils, though not favourable for cultivat

purposes, nevertheless produce prcat i|uantities of jrrass and hcrhage and are w

adapted for >rr. 'intr purposes.

The soils of the area east of the Rix'ky mountains are >iinilar to the soils i

great plains nrioii ami are in part prairie soils. For the most part they arc clayey

character and have a hhick -urface soil of eonsiderahlc depth th a clay subr

midcrlain by horizontal licd> of shale and sand rock. One of .• principal char

teristic- of tin- -oil is it- ahility to retain moi.-ture. Tlii- property enables it to fore

luxuriant ^'ro^vth of ve«:etation even when the preeipitatiim i- liyhf. Irrifjati

therefore, is unn(ce--ary in tlie-e -c-ctions, even thouirh the rainfall only avera

from 1- to 1.'. inches a year.

The pi-i.iric -oils arc also easy to till and do not bake followinfj: heavy rai

The -nrface -oil i- thin or lackinf.^ in very -mall area-, while on the contrary the bli

surface -oil often cxtcmis to a depth of '• feet or even more. The clay, of course

fe 1 exposed alontr the cut bank- and -tiep ravine- approaehiiifr the foothills. Sai

and uravclly soil- are found in limited area- only. There i- no alkali and v

little trmnbo.

West of flic Kocky ni.mntain- linnibo i- found on -oine liill-ide- and cut bai

If ha- t:\\iu more or le— trouble on the firadc of the Tacitic (ireat Ka-tern aii

(Jue-iiel and brtwein (^ir-ni-l and Prince ( icorue. There i- very little hard-pan in

central belt. I'oor and rocky -oil- are loiind mainly at the hifilier altitudes, wli

climatii dition- are unfavoura' for afrriculture.

In general term-, it may be -aid that the arable -oil- of l!riti-li Columbia are t

aial ea-ily worked and adapted to all f'la—e- ot farmioir and fruit Ki'"win»;. accord

to the cliTiiatic condition- of the locality.


