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There is still consternation that the

distinctiveness of the Canadian group is"

not always taken into account by policy-
makers or taxi-drivers in foreign capitals
but the travellers among us can attest to
much less confusion abroad on the point
in recent years, variously attributable to
de Gaulle’s visit, Prime Minister Trudeau’s
image and the tragedy of October 1970.
We are generally surer of ourselves, in the
sense'that we are clearer about who we are

and the degree to which we are different

from. our neighbours.

The longer-range and more substan-
tial phase will be the process of structur-
ing Canada to enable us to develop and
achieve what we variously need. Probably,
the most important dimension is economic.
As External Affairs Minister Mitchell
Sharp wrote in an article in this magazine
entitled Canada/U.S. Relations: Options
for the Future, “in the face of the inherent
pull of continental forces” the only option

Canada has decided to appoint a full-
time ambassador to the European Com-
munities in recognition of the growing
political and economic importance of
the European Common Market to
‘Canada. External Affairs Minister
Mitchell Sharp announced on Decem-
ber 21 that James Langley has been
named Canadian Ambassador to the-
European Communities. Mr. Langley,
Canadian Ambassador to Belgium and
Luxembourg, had also been accredited
as Ambassador to the Communities.
Canada will now accredit a separate
ambassador to Belgium and Luxem-
bourg. The European Communities in-
clude the enlarged European Economic
Community, the European Atomic En-
ergy Community and the European
Coal and Steel Community. '
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