Streaming discriminates,

OCUFA report says

8y NANCY PHILLIPS

The streaming of high school students
occurs too early and discriminates
against a large group of would-be
university students, states a recent
Ontario Confederation of University
Faculty Associations (OCUFA)
report.

The report was presented to an
all-party Select Committee of the
Ontario Legislature on October 5.
The Committee was established in
February 1988 to examine the ele-
mentary and secondary school sys-
tems in Ontario and to make
recommendations to the Legislature
on what would be required to make
the system function better.

Communications Co-ordinator
Bob Kanduth said “There is an inter-
relationship amongst all three levels
(elementary, secondary and post-
secondary) of education which is
why we ended up making the
presentation.”

The report indicated that stream-
ing — a process by which children
are separated into different streams
of education on the basis of aca-
demic ability — discriminates
against children from working class

and ethnic backgrounds. .
“Educational streaming contrib-

utes to negative self-image and rein-
forces existing social inequalities,”
the report states. “It is ifonic that the
very children who have the most to
gain from the attainment of higher
education . . . are the ones who have
the most barriers put in their way.”
Kanduth said that streaming
occurs as early as grade eight and
added, ““Who can determine whether
an individual in grade eight now
doesn’t have the ability to go to uni-
versity? This decision prohibits the
option of going to university.”
OCUFA does not advocate the
elimination of streaming altogether
but states “‘It is our contention that

the school system should treat every
child as if he or she was destined for
higher education . . . We believe this
is best accomplished in a system
which is flexible, sensitive to indi-
vidual differences, and seeks to edu-
cate the whole person.”

Kanduth said “We need as many
highly educated people as possible.
They also should get the best educa-
tion possible.”

“It is ironic that
the very children

who have the
most to gain from

the attainment of
higher education

. . . are the ones
who have the

most barriers put
in their way.”

OCUFA also-expresses concern
over the problem of accessibility to
university. Kanduth said that it was
the policy of previous governments
that every student with an average of
60 per cent or better should be able
to go to an Ontario university. “This
is just not happening,” he said.’

OCUFA is concerned “‘that the
present government is attempting to
redefine the promise of accessibility
to university for all qualified stu-
dents ... We find now that the
promise is not accessibility to uni-
versity, but to post-secondary educa-
tion (i.e. university or college).”

The Select Committee is still lis-
tening to presentations and will
release a major report on the status
of education in Ontario sometime in
the future.
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COUNSELLING AND DEVELOPMENT CENTRE

To sign up, or get more information, contact:

Room 145, Behavioural Sciences Building
736-5297

SELF-CHANGE & MANAGEMENT PROGRAMME
Groups Starting Soon!

SCAMP provides a structured format to help you increase or decrease selected
behaviour. Here are some examples: time Mmanagement; stress management; relaxation:
iImprove study skills; beat deadlines; get in shape; etc.

You invest an hour a week for six weeks, and also a $15.00 refundable deposit, which you
get back when you complete the six-week programme.

Youreport your progress each day to the SCAMP telephone hot-line. SCAMP coaches will
assist you, but basically you will be designing and fine-tunin
change.

g your own programme of

Six-Session Group will be at 2 p.m. on Wednesdays, starting October 12 (or
October 17), 1988, in Room 102, Behavioural Sciences Building.
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