Prince’s Trust —
good surface value

Various Artists

The Prince’s Trust 10th Anniversary Birthday

A&M

review by Mike Spindloe

One of a spate of charity albums to appear
since Live Aid (which, ironically, has not
been released in any vinyl form), this 10th
anniversary performance for the Prince’s
Trust in Britain is interesting for at lcast a
couple of reasons.

One reason is that it throws more fuel on
the ongoing politics-and-music debate fire.
Do the two really make proper bedfellows?
In this case, one can laud good ole Chuck
and Di for their numerous charitable activi-
ties, while at the same time pointing out that
Chuck is one of Britain’s largest landowners
(solely by birth), including tracts of slum
housing in London, and a highly visible sym-
bol of an oppressive and obsolete social
caste system.

The event does attract
quite a gathering of rock’s
own “royalty”, though; and,
after all, who would refuse
an invite from the real thing?
Not this crew, at least. So the
album includes almost an
hour’s worth of live perfor-
mances of mostly well-
known songs by twelve per-
formers who require no
introduction to the public.
On the surface, good value,
and predictably there are
some standout efforts as well
as a few flops.

In the latter category must
fall Dire Straits’ cursory read-
ing of “Money For Nothing”,
which unfortunately opens
the record, and Big Coun-
try’s “Fields of Fire”, which
probably looked better live
than it sounds here. Maybe

it’s just the mix.

op 40 types sing for charitable cause

Pleasant surprises include Midge Ure’s
"Call of the Wild”, which is better than any-
thing his band Ultravox has done for awhile,
and Suzanne Vega's "Marlene on the Wall”,
another gem from the ’80s most talented
unlikely-star pop-folkie. Phil Collins intro-
duces “In The Air Tonight” with a bit of self-
deprecating humour ("Oh no, he’s not going
to do THAT song again”) but pulls off a stir-
ring rendition nonetheless. Finally, Joan
Armatrading gives an equally good reading

- of her "Reach Out”.

Also included are cuts by Howard Jones,
Tina Turner, Level 42 and moss-gatherers
'Paul McCartney (who had the good sense to
sing a Beatles’ song rather than his current
drek), Elton John and Rod Stewart, plus var-
ious name guest stars in the backing bands.

Prince’s Trust, then, makes for mostly
enjoyable if hardly essential listening.
Whether or not it’s for you probably depends
on the strength of your affinity for the con-
tributing artists — as well as your charitable
instincts.

Joe Jackson:

A musician with integrity

I\/lu3|c for “adventurous”

W'l Power
A&M

review by Dragos Ruiu

Whether you enjoy his music or not, you
have to admire Joe Jackson. His integrity is
faultless, and he has proven himself to be a
man of principles. He refuses to compromise
his work or its presentation.

A good example is videos. For a long time
now he has voiced his opinion that he does
not want to do videos because he feels they
lessen the music. Despite the enormous
pressures, he has only released a handful of
vid'eos, and they all were in a simple concert
style.

You can never know what to expect from
Joe Jackson. Since his graduation from the
Royal Academy of Music in London and his
subsequent first hit album Look Sharp in
197|9, his music has taken dramatic leaps in
style.

From pop to reggae to swing, the style of
each successive Joe Jackson album has been
radically different. This latest album Will
Power is no exception. It’s an instrumental
album with a definite classical twist. It was
even recorded just like an orchestral album;
that is, he got fifty people in a room and

recorded the songs dlrectly on a two track
recorder with a minimum of over-dubs.

The album will no doubt turn some peo-
ple off. It’s nowhere near the commercial
hits that have made Jackson a star. The album
was inspired by a 20 minute score for the
Japanese film Shijin No le (House of the
Poet), which was played by the Tokyo Sym-
phony Orchestra.

A version of this score made itswayon the .
album as a piece entitled “Symphony in One
Movement”. It’s an interesting classical piece
that actually starts with the orchestra tuning.

By far the gem of this album is a solo piano
piece that Jackson plays, entitled “Nocturne”.
It is very beautiful and if you enjoy the piano,
it is worth the album price.

In general, the whole album is non-
aggressive, relaxing music that manages to
avoid being boring. In a couple of spots the
compositions seems a little disjointed, but
not enough to make you hate the music.

Caveat Emptor (Buyer Beware) though,
this is an instrumental album, and if you
don't like instrumentals or orchestral pieces,
don’t buy this album regardless of how much
you like Joe Jackson. But if you are adventu-
rous and appreciate quality music, get a copy
of Will Power.
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September 24, 26, 28, 8:00 p.m.
September 27, 2:00 p.m. Matinee
JUBILEE AUDITORIUM 114th St. & 87t Ave.

Tickets available at the Jubilee Box Office, all BASS outlets, and the

Edmonton Opera Box Office

#202, 11456 Jasper Ave.
Edmonton, Alberta

Matinee Sponsor:

488-6600

Performance Sponsors:
'

Begin the entertainment season in Paris with one of the world’s favorite operas.

Learn to Scuba Dive

for Fun and Recreation

ONLY $179

REG 0 $249

Includes: Scuba Equipment
Lecture, Pool, and Open Water
Training, Text and C Card

Want Excitement? Adventure? Meet New Friends?
GO FOR IT..LEARN TO SCUBA DIVE

Scuba Diving isa great way to getsome
excitement out of life. Join 10 to 20
other people for 30 hours of class and
pool, and 2 days of diving in open water
to get your certification card to dive all
‘over the world. It's fun and easy to do.
Ocean Sports teaches programs almost

Scuba Training Dates and Pools

SEM 2327 Y.W.C.A crash program 1 weck OCT 20 DRAYTON VALLEY 6 wis
SEPT 28 MONDAYS O'LEARY 8 wks ocr 21 WEDS AT WETASKAWIN 6 wks
OoCcT3 SATURDAYS YW.CA. 6whs NOV 14 SATURDAYS YW.CAGwks
ocr4 SUNDAYS Y.W.C.A. 6 wks (NOV 15 SUNDAYS AT Y.W.CA 6 wks
ore TUES & THURS CONFED 6 wks NOV 17 TUES & THURS Confed 6 whs
ocr? WED AT KINSMEN 8 wks DEC7 MONDAYS O'LEARY & whks
ocT s THURS& TUES WestMall 6 wks JAN 10 SUNDAYS Y.W (A6 wks

ocr e FRIDAY WESTED VILL 8 wks JANY SATURDAYS Y W.CA. 6 wis

Open water certifications are available every month of the year in B.C.
and from May to October in Jasper.

OCEAN SPORTS

The Waler Sport Specialists

cvery day of the week, at a variety of
pools so choose the best for you and
sign up. From now until September 26
the programs arc specially priced at
only $179, but you better hurry, space is
limited in all programs. For more infor-
mation phone 432-1904.

(403) 432-1904
10133 - WHYTE AVE.

Edmonton, Alberta
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