
Trhe Canadian Courler

the boat or o\ er the ledges that crowded intu the deep
water. Instantly the bass would ddrt ont froin under
the weeds and overlîanging rocks straitylit for the ,im-
prisoned bait. No number of liard kuocks, so liard that
indeed 1 feared for the fragile glass at tuuues-oxily the
equalised comp)ression saved it-wouid educate these big
black hass to the fact tlîat these iuinows were un-
approachahie.

Our camnera plays a part iii ur fishuîîg sport. Se
how liard my assistant is striiggliing, iîow intensely îni
terested bue is-eyes screwed up, mnoutb wide open-iîî the
really arduotîs task of netting bis owfl tcatchi, and it
about a five iouder. 1 was yelling, -Take care (il your

ti"I t looks as if it xvould lbreak, (lues ît flot ?
Wc lhave found lix e îmflfluiws to lic an excellent bait

for the last two xvcek ii J une, x arvlnig tiese witb
wormis, crayfislî anid frogs iii like order. A sinall double
trolling spooli on1 about lorty feet of lhue, well leaded,
with the canoe trav elling about two miles an hour,
crossing and recrossiflg the gravelly bars aîîd r,,tky
points of the islands, tisitîally returîîs a fair bag. 'lie
tlîree pouni<er bield up by Fritz xvas c aptured ni tlîîs
luamuer. Using the salue liait along the edges of the
înarshes and weedy bays, iakes ai, extcllenît Itre for the
lcss sporty hig-mouth.

Then tiiere is a nuxt ci;t oa f catclîîug tliese lisb
tlîroughi the je nuxe 1 itîdeeti, fo)r ni cx erv winter ~Catch
of hass takeîî tlîrough the iLu, tlîat 1 haxve seeli, the
sîna]l1-muth ivas iollsfliit 11 y its aîbsencte. Thiîs alune
lîell)5 to preseri e tis good lîslî, but îts poor relationî,
the bîiiîioutl, faîls ail easy prey to a sinaîl t.l) ît f u pork
danglcd a, few feet below the ît.y cuver.

Ail tiiese ways f iitu iîsîgu ificalîce beside the truîx
royal sport of Ily-fbsliîîg. Thliceast, the st rike, the
strîîggle, are ex tits to bc reineîiiliredî. If o11e slîuld bue
withuut artilicial fies, take the euîuiiull slîadily, a grass-
liopper, a niuth, a smnall dragoni Ily, ailvtlîiîg attractive
and fluttering, andi Inote the restîlts. 1 was once- seated
on an old log left on the shîore by the receding water
wbich rail teeîily last ily feet. N t.t a fish üoild 1 tempt
by auy delp water hait thlat 1 used. Idlv my biaud set-
tled un a big sliadfly. Thiis 1 carefnlly bouiid to a smaîl
hassi buuk-really a perch but.k-remuoved my sinkers aîîd
gently cast ît far out un the river, ret.t.veriîîg as well as
1 could froîn the irritatiug siplaslî. It was well on1 to.-
wards suîîdowîî anîd the rît. h, liîsy splasiies aîîd the ever
extending cîrcles told of lnaîy aà siall li(>utb's jumîl).
The tiîîy ripple lîad îlot spread a fout froîn where the
slîadily alighited Mlien tilere was, ah uily roll, a splasliîg
tuinhie aoîd a mîugltv pull. luîstaîîtlv I was on my feet.
No deep haited lish thfs to liglit witiî. After ranch i lit-
ilîg aîîd mafly a strnggie 1 lautict the. iaudsome fish aîîd
înnediately suglt for mure liait. The first tlîing iny
hand closed on was a grasshopper. 1 cast this livlîti,
and traîled more tlîan once, wheîî it, too, was drawfl
under with a nerve-kirîdlîng pull and 1 liad anuother big
struggliug fellow leapÎug and splashing. From shadfly
to grasshopper, to. dragon fly and sinall yellow butter-
lly, 1 wandered ;iîack to the next must reatlily caîîght
hait, anuther sbadfly, -then a moth, a tiny frog, another
butterfly, ail followed in raliid sîlccession-aîîd every one
of themn proved acceptable hait.

We found the high water the %vorst enemiy to our
sport. The bass are then abîle tg) fuLd far hack froîn the
regular chaniiels and the fishieriman caillot follow tiîemi.
We have noted that this fislî feeds eatrly in tlîe muriîîg'
and alter mid-afterîiouu, btut 1 have neyer seen themn feed
more greedily than in Jîîly 'and Aîîgîîst at niglit, when
the mo>tn is aimost at the fuîll. Then thev eau sec tili
must longed for food, the îninnow s, swiluming betweeil

theni and the suîrfatce. Olten lni'tiiioxv, bass andt ail, n iii
coinu out ini une great splurgu of water. tîîdubtud.ly
the best tinie to fisli for the sînalliiîiotith is iii UO ttber, ohu
the rocky points aiid bars; tdieu, if onu is flot slio.t h)y sortie
d.isturbed dîîck-bîîîxter, lie will haxve roy aI spoîrt iîîdeed.

Fisli for theux, if possibîle, iii swift water. Tflni i î
liarder and fastcr aîîd tlîe fislî ilioru dîffîcult to lîandIV.l,
and pray joui the fast iîîcreasîîîg thîruîg o.f cicoî -miîided,
hunest spo.rtsmnu, tiiat gently relcasu ail tlîe si-all fisiî
and every large onîe above the imuiediate nîcds of the
party. It is scaîîdalous tlîat aîîy lislîernîaîî, U'nited
States or Catiadian, slîuuld catch these spurty black bass
and leax e thixcn to rut on the shoure. Catchi ail tiîat are
wauited, theî conitintue il unable to resist, but let the uî-
ueeded ones go uîiîjuîred.

keiiember tlîat rapid iuovelinenîts, uveli wlîeî tce iîass
are îîi faîrly duel> water, scare tlîe listi away froîn îiear
the craft. Loud noises easily petîctiate the water via
the aîîchur finîe. Su senîsitive are tue fishi of ail kîîîds,
Iliat oh a dîîll October day, a day whuîî the dîîck-Iiuîater's
glîns roll and echîo and reverberate, o11e loîîd concuîssioni
on tue waters tof this lake-a lake twenty-two nmiles lonlg

t.causes a splaslîing, ieaping nuise anmoîg the fisit ail
over its "alîn surface. Su iutense ducs thîs becoîne at
certain muomcuts, tîlat a î>addle droppedl lu a canoe will
cause such a cousequelit widesîîread splashiîg as to niake
even a struuîg-ucrved Itunter jîump. Wlîcîî the tîviliglit is
settliîîg fast and the air ias that liai' liiin sîinier
stfllness, wu have fourni this sudden shut k re,îliy ulîcoiiiy
tue loîig-reaclîiig sileîît, dark nuce lieds, tie spt.îltifg lire
of the boomnîîg guns anîd the fonîd slapping noise tif the
splashiug fisli iii tue darkcîiing iîglit, were somblre in
the extreine.

T1he bass inovu iii scîtuols, feedîîîg up aîîd dt>xvî the
rîxers anîd aloîîg the shiores, sot> ei best guidles are hs
that, wheîî they fiîîd the fisti have suddenly .casuti iitiîîg,
know enough to chanîge auchorage anîd try tu fiîît thiieî
abux e or below.

It was laugliable the first yeiir Fritz camne to tliesu
waters. He came frum the saîîîtly city of Chicago, the
city the St. J,onis clîild allided to inits wee prayer-
"Gt.udbye, dear Lord, this is rny last prayer ; we are
mov'ing to Citicago." Ilis knuwledge <of bass was linîit-
ed, st wlieni 1 told hlmi tu take the two iîewly t.aliglit
fisb ashure, far fruni the water lest the\- litît back tu it,
1 was greatly astouîided whecî 1 foîîit. tlieni tied tt> a
deeply driven nail on the shanty's side. \W'beî 1 reproveil
Ihlmi for bis cart, lie aiisxereh, 'ln Clncaîtu xv wuîîld
haxve put tbem iîîside anid clîclîcî the îîail.'

The spawuing seasonîi s full iii iiiterest. 'l'îe feinale
makes a shallîx biole a îîose-pîîslîcd depressxtiî, a rugit-
lar îiest-elearing out the tiîiy stones and pehîbles iii a
rolliîig, pushing lîlanhier tlîat is absoutely t. uiiical at
tiines. Huere slie lays lier lîreciolîs sîxîxn anid hure slîe
guards it iucessautly tîntil tlue liat of the sun's rays
bias ciîanged tbe tiny transparent buaIs dotted at first
witb the wee, white mark that tells tof couuîiîg bile-iîîtt
aimost invisible fry. These ini turn sue faqtlîfxlly gxîards,
beatiug off any approaching euerny, darting anti rinshiîig
with îixcredible vigour. Stuc authorities say it is thie
maie that (lues the watcbing, but lu every case 1 bave
olhserx'ed it was not su, and later, fruin purely scieîitific
reaîsons, I caîturcd the femnale and foîîîd the spawuîin-
mark was on bier hreast. One fish 1 kîiled, the pîboto-
grapli of wbicb is sbowu. In thîis picturu tlîe feinale bass
is shown with the scabes, the tbree skiiis and the ilesli
wtmru away-wurn lîy the constant tw<î weeks* watchîng,
worn as she remained haîf poised aliove thîe suîawîî or
thie fry e isgnlyfnig irbentrsigo h
roîcks -,ber isgnllfinulerbew.t.sii ntl

Caught wîth a Troiaîg Spoon. Gopo ic aaGroup of Black Bass.


