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a country vý,ith which it has "the greatest possible symipathy." Said
Mr. Caban: "They look upan us as honest and energetic people."
What a blessing they know only the Mexican and Spanish languages
and cannot read the speeches of the Ottawva Opposition leaders!

Mr. Cahani went on to point out that the Mexicans "~have granted
concessions ta Canadian capital and enterprise that would certainly
be refused had the request reached them from almost any other thani
a Canadian group of. capitalists." This is splendid. "Furthermorc,
Mr. Cahan hopes ta see Mexicans gaing ta Europe via Montreal and
the Canadian steamship lines. Mantreal is almost as near the 'City
of Mexico by rail as New York, and hence& a Mexican travel ler will
probably give the preference ta the Canadian route ta Europe as soon
as he is informed of its attractiveness. To cap all, Mr. Cahan dlaims
that the whole of Central and South America will extend the saine
"hand of good-fellowship and friendship ta the manufacturers of the
Dominion" if they are given the appartunity. Surely, after this
Canada will carry its head high.

T HE observance of great men's birthdays is nat carried ta extremes
on this continent, which is taa busy ta have many bank holidays.

By Canadians, the twenty-fourth of May will long be regarded as the
first picnic or excursion of the summer. For sixty-three years it was

THE HLIDAY a day of festivity, usually marked by "Queen'sý
T H E HE L INA weather." Our neiglibours ta the south keep July

Fourth as their national holiday but the anni-
versary, occurring this week, of Washingtan's natal day is generally
honaured throughout the United States. It is significant that Wash-
ington, who was leader through a bitter conflict, is regarded as one
of the gentier figures of history. Had lie died in 1783, lie would have
been remembered as a soldier, but his later services in statesmanship,
-his dignified hospitality as First Gentleman in the new order of
political and social life, rendered him an elevating and conciliating
force. When aur present King stood, a fair-haired boy, near Wash-
ington's tomb an attendant nobleman said reflectively: "He was
English, too." A New Englander once pleading for fair play for the
former.' Soutliern eneniies said: "Remember. that Washington was a
Virginian." In social matters lie was undoubtedly of British tradi-
tions. Washington seems, in his old-time stateliness and decorum,
far away from the rush of modemn democracy which honours him
once a year but which miglit, bath north and south of the forty-ninth
parallel, mp re frequently imitate his virtues.

T HE electric situation in Ontario is rapidly nearing what may be
termed a climax. The municipalities concerned have aIl voted

ta accept the supply of power ta, be distributed by the Hydro-Electric
Commission, under government jurisdiction and government financing.

ELETRI SIUATONThe Electric Development Company, the only
1 N 0 NIT ÀITRATIO comrpaniy now distributing Niagara power in the

I N N A RI O province, is still outside *the field of government

influence. There are three courses of action open ta dtis private donT-
pany. It may go on and compete witli the Goverinment and trust ta
private ability in campetition with Government ability. It may go
into voluntary liquidation and force the 'Government ta take it aver
ta protect the -British and foreign. bondholders. The third course
would be ta came ta terms with the Goverrnment an~d distribute eniergy
under the control of the Hydmo-Electric Commission.

The first course would probably resuit in success, but it requires
money and money is flot tao plentifuil. The second course-liquida-
tion-would be a desperation plunige and one whichi would inevitably
resuit in great financial loss. The third course-a bargain with the
Commission-is one that Sir Henry Pellatt and Mm. Frederic Nichoils
would be loath ta adopt, but whichi may be forced upon themi by other
interests. It is rumnoured that Mr. William Mdackenzie may attemipt
a erganisatian whichi will save the situation, and'it is passible that
the Government may not abject ta work with Mr. Mackenzie ta see

if some way can nlot be faund by which present investments may
be saved withaut endangering the Gavernmýient's power policy.

1I 1.

gencral pmospemity of Canada during i908 will depend niainiy
)on two conditions-tIc îarvest and thc extent of the ncw
ition. As ta tIe harvest, it is toa early ta estimate the pro-
liough the Dominion Govcrnmcnt's action in supplying sccd

T H E grain ta needy settîers is an encouraging feature.
NTINUE As ta the immigration, the agricultumal, part

NTJNJE? of this cames from the United States. Colonel

)n, of Davidson & McRae, general land agents for the Cana-
rthern Railway, bas mccently returned ta Toronito from a visit

ta the central districts of Illinois. He states that lie believes the.
nlorthward trek will be larger this yeam than ever before. Last year
was a '(lraggy" year; spring wvas late and the suinmer xvas wet, andl
fevver agricultural prospectors xvert îiorth. 'l'lie immii-igration froin
the UJnited States fell off a point or txvo. This year xvill possibly make
a new record.

It iniglit bc expccted that the toucli of frost which the W/est
rccîved last year (luring harvesting WOul(l disrnay new settlers. It
will not, Colonel Davidson declares, affect U~nited States immigrants.
They have seen early frosts, dry seasons and 'wet scasons in their own
country and are nat dishcartencd by an accasional bit of metearological
trouble.

If this be true, and the activity of thc agricultural land market
secms ta justify it, tIen business in tIc W/est will be mare active and
important in i908 than in any year since the first Westward movement
began. The gmowing importance of the lumbering and caal-mining
industries, combined witî the great amounit of railway building, is
sufficient ta steady the development in a district whidh lias hitherto
been mainly wîeat-growing country.

O>TTAWA is mather praud just now. Its sidewalks are clcalied o
>snaw by the civic authorities and its snow carted away from the

streets by inexpensive methods. In Montreal and Toronto there is
no civic sidewalk cleaning except at thc crassings, while Montreal's

À R À T H E R system of carting snow frorn the street in pill-
PROUD CITY boxes lias become so bad that thc Street Railway

refuses ta pay its share of the expense. Hamilton
is also in mudli the saine position as Toronto and Montreal.

Again, Ottawa lias an excellent park system, thanks ta tIc
gavernment Improvement Commission. Other cities, especially
Toronto, are warmying about their park systems and îow tliey can be
organised on a comprehensive plan which will be ecanomical, efficient
and capable of providing for future develapment.

Again, Ottawa lias a large numnber of civil servants within its
borders. A New Brunswick decision lias led ýthe Ottawa civic
authorities ta believe that it mray collect taxes fram these well-paid
employees of the Dominion Government. Taxes are ta be collected
from them this 'ert h xen f$0oo Winnipeg must wîsh
that.it had a similar wind-fall ta look forward ta.

Then again, Ottawa lias a civic ligliting plant and'plenty of chcap
hydro-electrie energy. Most of the other large cities in Canada are
stili wrestling with the pmablemi of, civic contraI of their electrie
situation.

Yes, Ottawa is rather proud.

S OME lientenant-gavernors have little trouble; others have inudli.
Some hld their offices in a quiet, unostentatiaus manner for two

terms of four years ecdl; others find it difficult ta satisfy the public for
ane terni. For example, Lieutenant-Governor Dunsmuir of British

LIE >UT.-GOVERNORS Columbia has been mast bitterly assailed during
AND THI3IR DUTIES his term of office, and lis predecessor was also

accused of taking arders from Ottawa.
The Hon. Mr. Turner, ex-Premier of British Columbia, makes

the suggestion that it would be much better if aur provincial governars
were appointed as in Australia, by the King on the advice of the
British ministers. In other words, le Would have themn appointed as
the governor-general is appointed. This would prevent their being
amen 1 abe ta the party in power at Ottawa, woulçl exaît their position
ta a (higlier rank, and would enable themn ta act more in harmany
with their provincial advisers.

Australia lias a governar-general and six gavernors, all ýappointed
by the Britishi Government. It is interesting ta, note the namnes of the
present occupants. ýLard Nortîcote is gavernor-general; Admimal Sir
Harmy H. Rawson is governor of New Southi Wales; General Sir
R. A. J. Talb'at in Victoria; Sir George Rutîven Le Hunte in South
Australia; Lard Chielmsford in Queensland; Sir Gerald Strickland inTasmania; and Admiral Sir George Bedford in Western Australia.
Perhaps this class of govemnor would help'ta elevate provincial political
life, buit it is doubtful if the democracy of Canada would came ta restome
ta tIc Crown any part of thc patronage which, during a long constitu-
tianal struggle, it bas succeeded in liaving transferrcd from Downing
Street ta the Capital on the Hill. Canada lias neyer been known ta
give up anything with any dcgree of alacmity or willingness .

Any anc familiar with Canadian history fmom 1830 ta present
times must admit that every change askcd for by Canada meant
(Yreater self-government. To turn thc back on a record of cighty
yeams would be impossible.


