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IN THE PUBLIC VIEW

SECRETARY OF STATE Hon. R. W.
Scott, who retires frorn the Dominion
Cabinet ,to make room for Mr.
Charles Murphy, is at least indirectly

one of the most celebrated men in Canada.
OÙi er men have retired from the Cabinet
with more measures to their credit; but the
Scott Act, which for mnany years ha~s beeii
the bulwark of the Canadian temperance
party, stands ,as the monument to the
Secretary of State. Hon. Mr. Scott has
been'in the Cabinet since its formation ini
1896. He lias beeni in public life for more

3 than haif a Century; was Mayor of Ottawa
iiu 1852 and in the first Ontario general

H-on. R. W. Scott, election after Confedleration he was elected
rate secretary of State. mnember for Ottawa in the Ontario Legis-

lature. For ten years lie remnained in the
Onitario House, holding successively the office of Speaker and Com-
missioner of Crown Lands. Under the Mackenzie regime he became
Secretary of State for the Dominion in 1874, -in whicli year also he
became a Senator. The following year lie introduced the famous
Scott Act.

S IR WILFRID LAURIER is now into the itinerary of his fourth
camnpaign as Premnier of'Canada. He is now holding meetings
in Ontario. Tuesday of thîs week he opened the Ontario tour

by a mneeting at Niagara Falls, which as-the real seat of "power" for
Ontario Conservatives would be hard to e quai as a place to promulgate
sound Liberal doctrine. Saturday of this week he took a tnîp to
Strathroy. This town is iamous in politicýal history as the old figliting
ground of the Hon. G. W. Ross. T'here are Grits enougli in Strathroy
to elect anybody of that stripe-and they are the real, tliorougli-paced
kind that know wliat Celtic oratory is like, for tliey have heard it for
a (zeneratiofl. Now they have liad a taste of the Latin style, which

R
Moreover, at Jackson's Point the Premier wilI entertain his friends
from Tory Toronto, who like bis oratory better than his politics.

So that Sir Wilfrid has chosen as diversified trn Ontario tour as lie
could have got outside the large centres. He has chosen to address
the yeomanry. To tliousands of
theselle lias neyer been more inti-
mate than a portrait or a cartoon.
For the first time tliey have had
an opportunity of .looking at and
liearing the voice of a man who
in his political and platformn per-
sonality is surely the greatest in
Canada. Sir Wilfrid's oratory may
be less impassioned tlian it was
in the days before "the snows of
winter" got into his head. But
it is still the Pierian spring; still
the noble and dignified utterance
that by its music and its formi sug-
gests the eloquence of the Roman
forum and eliminates the petty
bigotries and aspersions of party
politics. There is that about the Mr. M. G. Larochelle,
Premier which makes him a larger French Comniissioaer of the Civil Service.

man than a party. ,At the Tercentenary the man was profo-undly in
evidence; the stately dignity that had no vain desire for empty
plaudits and ignored the floral offerings of a multitude-satisfied to be
known as- the Frenchi Premier of Canada. Independent of elections.Sýir Wilfrid is a great Canadian; a man who would do honour to any
civilised country and government in tlie world. His tour in English-
speaking Ontario may be the last lie will ever undertake; but to many
thousands'of the sober toilers of a practical province the man Sir
Wilfrid, disengaged from the touls of a Premiership, lias been one of
those rare delectations sucli as comne fromn reading good books and
looking at fine pictures. Other men Îniglit have spoken as con-
vincingly as Sir Wilfrid about the Grand Trunk Pacific, Civil Service
reform and the enlargement of provincial bouindaries. But wlien it
comes to "the snows of winter" and the personal desire to serve his
country at least one more term, before like Simeon lie repeats bis
"Nunc Dimittis," i t is possible for even a Conservatîve to, forget that
there is sucli an institution as graft. _Wlen Sir Wilfrid decides to
miake bis last speech it will be set down in the aunais that in bis
person Canada laid dlaim to a man who, whule lie wrouglit not in
governiment better than lie knew, yet was able to inspire Canadians

witli the spectacle of real individ-
ual greatness.

M i R. Michiel G. Laroclielle,
JV.Frèncli Commissioner of the

Civil Service and confrere
of Prof. Sliortt, is a prominent
Montreal barrister, wlio for many
years lias been interested in labour
matters. He was boru in Sorel and
studied law with Sir Wilfrid
Laurier ini Artliabaskaville; for
two years was private secretary to
Sir Wilfrid; ini 1895 was appointed
recorder of St. Henri; was once
unsuccessful candidate for the
Quebec Legislature and in 1897
was offered the nomination in the
Dominion House for Richelieu. He
is a lawyer, editor an-d politician;
an eloquent speaker and possessed
of rare judicial acumnen of intellect:
a man of dignity and ofjustice; of
great courtesy to liis friends and
of fair play to bis enemnies. Hie
-was made a K.C. in 1903 and basa*keê sveral buildings, killed two people long been a close student ofýral others.


