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The We,

By Auhrey Fullerton

ABOUT the hardeat piece of public
Aýervice in Canada ia the mail de-Alivery te the Aretic coast. It is

made, at intervals, over the longest postal
route in the world, and for the sake of a
mere handful of people who' have chosen
te live in the far Top Country. WThat the
Arctic mail-carriers go through to get
His Majesty's mails Up there somewhat
nearly on time would give a city post-
man's busiest day the appearance of a
pleasure jaunt..

One ýof these carriers, a man of many
years' experience in the Canadian wilder-
ness, is knewn along his beat as "Dutch."1
Whien aslced some time ago for- a reallyi
candid opinion -about his work on the
northern trait, Dutch answered, f rankly
enougli, "If I could get my hande on the
fellow that wrote 'Beautiful Snow' I'd
wring his neck."

In other words, there is a good deal
coninected with the mail service to the
north that isnýt pleasant.

The summer delivery la made very cern-
fortably by water, down the Athabasca
and Mackenzie Rivers; but. in winter
there is no road but the snow road, and
ne way of going upon that road but by
dog-train. To drive a string o! doge,
pulling a heavy toboggan or sied, is worse
even than mushing over the trail alone,
and dogs plus snow are a wicked com-
bination which only a man o! nerve and
muscle can master.

Dutch is of unceriain nationality, but
mot o! the northern postmen are Indian
hialflreeds, wilderness-born, and inured to
wilderness hardship. They deal, as mail-
carriers, not with the postal departmnent
but with the Hudson's Bay Company,
which has the mail contract and which,
entrusts "the notthern packets te them,
with orders te rush them through. Cern-'
pany orders are law in the north, and are
obeyed ln this case at whatever cost.

The usual dog-train carnies a Iead of
eight hundred pounde. About two luju-
dred and fifty pounda of this las mail
mnatter, and the rest is food supply for
man and beast. Sometimes two mon go
with each train, but very oftexi one man
drives alone, running beside or behind
the loaded sied for heurs and Miles
on end. It la a long way te go, and ne-
laye of hoth men and dogs are kept at
certain points aleng the route. Between
these stopping-places the mail train
camps at niglit on the open plain or in a
bit o! woods, be the weather what it
inay./

The mail-carriers of the ii>prkh have te
their credit a long record of.\ýithful ser-
vice, with net one case of thieft, defanît,
or failure, la the face of the greateat
difficulties. There have heen accidents,
of course, and mails have been lest. A
few yeans age an old mail sack was
found in the bush la the Peace River
country, -it had been logt two years bc-
fore, and ne one knows how or why. In
nothera Ontario, nean the Manitoba
boundary, where the samne kind of mail
service is given, but on shoter runs, twe
carriers were killed and eaten by wolves.
Even the mail sacke were devoured.
There le always the danger, too, o!
freezing te death at fifty er sixty belew,
which is ne unusual thing in the euh-
Artics; and a sudden plunge thnough the
ice, at some river pitfall, is net infre-
quent.

Duteli, whe of.late years lias been driv-
ing dog-trains la northern Britishi Colum-
bia, tells a stery that gives a hint e!
whlat dog teaming meane, and at the
sainie tixue suggests that there is a humer
of thie trail.

"I was coming dewn a long hilI on the
fieuntain trail," he says, "with a lieavy
load tlîat was about al I wanted .to
handile, wvhen my rough lock broke and
away %ve gees, me yelling te the dogs to
g?, and tryîng te keep the sled from run-
ninlg over theni. Ahl at once I sees one
of tliein glass-eyed Englishmnen, witli a
fore and-aft cap, standing right in the
rniddl.1( of the trail, and in spite of ahl
MY \ lig lie never makes a inove te get
euit' the road. Whlen I get close te

l'iMl, I velîs 'Gee!' te the dogs, and
1leari'- breaks iûiy back thnowing the sled
euit. The doge made the turn, the sled
sta', e-d upright, and We got by ail O.K. I

*ster'n Home mon thly

turned te tell him wbat-I *hgqght o
hlm, and as the dogs whirled me away,
1 heard him say, 'Well! That was quite
clevah! 1'I

At Fort MePherson, the nearest sottle-
ment to the Arctic coast, there are two
mails a, year, and the traders, mission-
aries, and police thereabouts are glad
enougli to have even that connoction with
thie outaide world. The winter delivory
is made abolit the end of January, and
is restrjcted to one-ounce, ltters only.
Some time in July the summer mail gets
through, and then the people up north
receive thé papors, catalogues, and other
second-class matter that flot infrequently
are as eagerly read as the letters.

As far north as Fort Smith,. which'is
about one thousand iliies' tusi aide of
the Arctic coast, nine round tfips a year
are aeri tke'hea4 of 'rail inporth-

-- e;i-AUeziLFoit Smith is alreàdy-beý,
ceming aL subsýdiary distiibuting point,
and the Dominion Post Office sciiedules
now list the 'sub-Arctic mails as leaving
from that point, beyond which is the
region of two mails-a year and six-
months-old war news.

The distributing 'points for the far-
north mails are gradually meving Up.
Winnipeg used to bc the sorting office,
then Edmonton, and newAthabama; and
the new railroad into the PeMee Riyer
country will presently carry te.mgül ser-
vice still farther north. Ini the top parts
however, the dog-teain and mail.drier
will always remain: there ianepsai-
bility of a~ railroad into the =ub 0rt8,

and at least the winter delivery will con-
tinue to lie .made onfoot.

-Canada pays some $50,000 a .year toeye its far north 'a mail seryj. ha
l~or, fcour"e- than f' ' ays back in

pbstal revenue, but the volumýe of, mail
both in aud out: is fast increasing. MAn
important item in the oR«thbomld.r&ail
is always the papers and par'ela from the
Old Countr~y, and'iii particular thé,boxes
Of English plum puddings from tli'folks
at'home for the lads on tIi 'friier.

It is the mail-carriers, hbweveit who
furniali the chie! interest o! -the noithera
mail ser-wàýe: themen who really do it,
weather, wlilderness trails, and doga not-
withatanding. There are nobt a more
faithful, more enduring, or mnore esit
ont body of public servants'iii'&"
and the woi-k thoy do le the,'Iind IUn'

which real courage goos. -

C'osts Less to
Dt y- es: to Rin

Four-Cylinder Models
Touring Car, 7-passenger.$1225
Roadater, 3-passenger .... 1200
Landau-Roadster, 3 - p a a-

songer ............... 1500

Six-Cylinder, Model8
Touring Car, 7-passenger .81450
Roadater, 3-passenger .... 1425
Landau-Roadster, 3 - p a s-,

songer ............... 1700

P.0. B. Walkerville

HI e EIS1 tdbkr Adtercni ipytaSIX at $1450 haa become 'cole- car lea'the. climax -oi s'long uaid mv
brated as the SIX that gives evolution of this oùe basic 8Studebakser
more actual, tangible, visible deuign.

value per dollar of it8 price than amy
other SIX cylinder car on the market. Reait aà a ~motor that gétà eV"And it la the SUPREIÉÉ value of the. ounce of pull that thera la in the cato-
year.

No other Six withim hundreds o! dol-
lars o! its price gives the FULL 50
herse power, the roomy'SEVEN-pas-
senger capacity, the comfort-insuring
I 22-inch wheelbase, the 34x4 tires that
this Studebaker offera at 81450.

But net only does thia new Stude-
baker cost less te BUY-it costsaa
great deal LESS TO RUN.

lie-a chauala mo p.r!ectly balan«4~
and aligned that it eliainatiu il *6
power-kllimg, t1re-deatroyIngý sidè,

'sway, a car tint le deulgn.d and built
for Service with Economy.

It'a a "Nf'ade in Canada" Car tint
eurely is a womder to drive, and
w 'e'd juat l o ehave the opportunity
ef talring you for a trial rai, Amy-
wliere you say, as long-aa ou say, n
HARD as yen say, Ceme in ti*dAY.

STUDEBÂKER.
Walkervifle, Ont.
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