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¢ BOUT the hardest piece of public
A.;iservice in Canada is the mail de-
livery to the Arctic coast. It is

made, at intervals, over the longest postal

route in the world, and for the sdake of g

mere handful of people who have chosen

to live in the far Top Country. What the

Arctic mail-carriers go through to get

His Majesty’s mails up there somewhat

nearly on time would give a city post-

man’s busiest day the appearance of a

pleasure jaunt. _

One of these carriers, a man of many
years’ experience in the Canadian wilder-
ness, is known along his beat as “Dutch.”
When asked some time ago for' a really
candid opinion ‘about his work on the
northern trail, Dutch answered, frankly
enough, “If I could get my hands on the
fellow that wrote ‘Beautiful Snow’ T’d
wring his neck.”

In other words, there is a good deal
connected with the mail service to the
north that isn’t pleasant.

The summer delivery is made very com-
fortably by water, down the Athabasca
and Mackenzie Rivers; but in winter
there is no road but the snow road, and
no way of going upon that road but by
dog-train. To drive a string of dogs,
pulling a heavy toboggan or sled, is worse
even than mushing over the trail alone,
and dogs plus snow are a wicked com-
bination which only a man of nerve and
muscle can master.

Dutch is of uncertain nationality, but
most of the northern postmen are Indian
halfbreeds, wilderness-born, and inured to
wilderness hardship. They deal, as mail-
carriers, not with the postal department
but with the Hudson’s Bay Company,
which has the mail contract and which
entrusts ‘the northern packets to them,
with orders to rush them through. Com-
pany orders are law in the north, and are
obeyed in this case at whatever cost.

The usual dog-train carries a load of
eight hundred pounds. About two hun-
dred and fifty pounds of this ‘is mail
matter, and the rest is food supply for
man and beast. Sometimes two men go
with each train, but very often one man
drives alone, running beside or behind
the loaded sled for hours and miles
on end. It is a long way to go, and re-
lays of both men and dogs are kept at

certain points along the route. Between
these stopping-places the mail train
camps at night on the open plain or in a
bit of woods, be the weather what it
may. -

The mail-carriers of the north have to
their credit a long record of\faithful ser-
vice, with not one case of theft, default,
or failure, in the face of the greatest
difficulties. There have been accidents,
of course, and mails have been lost. A
few years ago an old mail sack was
found in the bush in the Peace River
country, it had been lost two years be-
fore, and no one knows how or why. In
northern Ontario, near the Manitoba
boundary, where the same kind of mail
service is given, but on shorter runs, two
carriers were killed and eaten by wolves.
Even the mail sacks were devoured.
There is always the danger, too, of
freezing to death at fifty or sixty below,
which is no unusual thing in the sub-
Arctics; and a sudden plunge through the
ice, at some river pitfall, is not infre-
quent,.

Dutch, who of late years has been driv-
ing dog-trains in northern British Colum-
bia, tells a story that gives a hint of
what dog teaming means, and at the
same time suggests that there is a humor
of the trail.

“I was coming down a long hill on the
mountain trail,” he says, “with a heavy
load that was about all I wanted to
handle, when my rough lock broke and
away we goes, me yelling to the dogs to
80, and trying to keep the sled from run-
ning over them. All at once I sees ome
of them glass-eyed Englishmen, with a
forc-and-aft cap, standing right in the
middle of the trail, and in spite of all
my velling he never makes a move to get
out of the road. When I get close to

Pim, T yells ‘Gee!” to the dogs, and
nearly breaks my back throwing the sled
out. The dogs made the turn, the sled
stas<d upright, and we got by all O.K. I
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turned to tell him what I thought of
him, and as the dogs whirled me away,
I heard him say, ‘Well! That was quite
clevah!?”

At Fort McPherson, the nearest settle-
ment to the Arctic coast, there are two
mt.nls a year, and the traders, mission-
aries, and police thereabouts are glad
enough to have even that connection with
the outside world. The winter delivery
is made about the end of January, and
is restricted to one-ounce - letters only.
Some time in July the summer mail gets
through, and then the people up north
receive the papers, catalogues, and other
second-class matter that not infrequently
are as eagerly read as the letters.

As far north as Fort Smith, which “ig
about one thousand miles " this side of
the Arctic coast, nine round trips a year
are made from the head of rajl in north-

ern - Alberta. Fort Smith is already be-_

coming a subsidiary distributing point,
and the Dominion Post Office schedules
now list the sub-Arctic mails as leaving
from that point, beyond which is the
region of two mails”a year and six-
months-old war news.

The distributing points for the . far-
north mails are gradually moving up.
Winnipeg used to be the sorting office,
then Edmonton, and now Athabasca; and
the new railroad into the Peace River
country will presently carry the mail ser-
vice still farther north. In the top parts
however, the dog-team and mail-driver
will always remain: there is no possi-
bility of a railroad into the sub-Arctics,
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and at least the winter delivery will con-
tinue to be.made on foot. :

.. Canada pays some $50,000 a “year to

give its far north 'a mail servige. That
is¢fmore, of course, than it pays back in
postal revenue, but the volume of  mail
both in and out is fast inereasing.  An
important item in the northbound mails
is always the papers and parcels from the
Old Country, and in particular the:boxes
of English plum puddings from the ‘folks

‘at home for the lads onthe" fromtier.

It is the mail-carriers, however; who
furnish the chief interest of the northern
mail service: the men who really do it,
weather, wilderness trails, and dogs not-
withstanding.  There are not a more
faithful, more enduring, or more persist-
ent body of public servants in Canada,
and the work they do is the ‘kind into

which real courage goes. -

Four-Cylinder Models

Touring Car, 7-passenger.$1225

Roadster, 3-passenger .... 1200

Landau-Roadster, 3-pas-
senger ................ 1500

Six-Cylinder Models

Touring Car, 7-passenger.$1450

Roadster, 3-passenger .... 1425

Landau-Roadster, 3-pa s-
BENZCY iz s s s s s i o 1700

F.0.B. Walkerville

Tms new SERIES 17 Studebaker

value per dollar of its price than any
other SIX cylinder car on the market.
And it is the SUPREME value of the
year.

No other Six within hundreds of dol-
lars of its price gives the FULL 50
horse power, the roomy SEVEN-pas-
senger capacity, the comfort-insuring
122-inch wheelbase, the 34x4 tires that
this Studebaker offers at $1450.

But not only does this new Stude-
baker cost less to BUY—it costs a
great deal LESS TO RUN.

 Costs Less to .

>

And the reason is simply that this
car is the climax of a long and slow
evolution of this one basic Studebaker
design.

SIX at $1450 has become cele-
brated as the SIX that gives
“more actual,

tangible, visible

Walkerville, Ont.

Result 18 a motor that gets every
ounce of pull that there is in the gaso-
line—a chassis so perfectly blhnw} ,
and aligned that it eliminates all the
power-killing, tire-destroying, 'side-
!sway, a car that is designed and built
for Service with Economy.

It’s a. “Made in Canada” Car that
surely is a wonder to drive, and
we’d just like to have the opportunity
of taking you for a trial run, any-
where you say, as long-as you say, as
HARD as you say. Come in tov\day.

STUDEBAKER




