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«4p-g-HE Great White Father and bis
Ipeople ar>e at war; alMeady in
E. their land there are moeny empty

lodges and, because of this, I have sum-
moned you here to-day."1 Hectar Frazer,
the Big Company's facthr at Fort Chipe-
wyan, paused. His eyes swept the
congregated chief s and braeves sitting
cross-legged and sulent in a semi-circie
about him; and by the very tendernes
of their stoical calm realized how deep
was their intereet.

"When the white men go ta war," hoe
continued, after a minute, "«it is bad for
we of this great northland. My Coin-
pany and ail the traders of Canada are
now witbout money. The furs of lest
year lie piled higb in the storehouses of
the land, for there is no mnarket. The
white men fight among themeives, and
they who would have bought from the
campanies of this land ai e no longer
friends, and the peaceful trade of yester-
day is gone. To-day the mcd fire speaks
from the mauth of great guns, and there
are many widows iu the land beyond
the shores of Kichegame (the sea).
Xichamunita, the great merciful spirit,
who looks down upon us ail in times of
pence, bas turned bis face away. Miche-
munito, the great evil spfirit ruies men's
hearts iu the worid outside. And s0 I
muet give you, my brothers, a message
that Attiiaw, whom you al saw arrive
from the Landing this morning, bas
brought ta me."

Appreciating the deep lave of display
innate iu the Indian, Frazer reached
slowly into hie breast packet, bringing
forth a long official manilia envelope.
Holding it in bis haif upraised band, he
continued: "The Company, because there
ie no money coming into the land, and
their furs lie piied high in the store-
houses ta which no buyers corne, have
commanded me ta no langer aiiow a
'debt.' And even ta you, my peopý@;_
who have corne for these many ycare ta
thie post and poid off your delits without
fail, a new one cannot be given."

As the Factor ceased spcaking, a low
inurmuring waii carne from the gather-
ing. Too well they knew the pincli of
empty beliies. And now, with the know-
icdge that no new dcbt of food, of powder

1and bail, wouid be forthcorning, there
caque a terrible dread of winter. Robbcd
of this iife-iong priviiege, tlicy stood
empty bandcd, unprepared, with nothing

1ta contend againsat it.
For a long moment tliey sat stili. The

Factor disffppcarcd within the door of
1the post. Tien, rising, they walked back

siowiy ta tlîeir encarnpment a hlaf mile
away on the shores of Lake Athaebasca.

With heavy lieart, the Factor cntered
the littie living roorn thtat adjoined tlie
store. Going over to his bookease, on
wlîich rested a fewv scaîît volumes, lie
picked out anc. Sitting down at a near-
by table hie turned over the well-thumhed
pages. Almost iiistantly reechling thxe
passage lie souglit. It was Tolstoi's
"Pre-vision.", Again lie read over the
passage:

"This is a revelation of events of uni-
versai character wlîich must shortly couic
ta pase. Tlîir spiritual outlines are îîow
before my cye. I sec florting upon the
surface of the sca of hurnan fate a litige
silhiouette of a iîîde îvoîiaii. Sie is-
with lier bcauty, lier poisc, lier smilc, lier
jewes-a sul)er-Veiius.

"Nations rush madly after lier, eacli of
thern cager toattract lier especiall%.

ý'But slie, like mi eteriial courtesan,
flirts Nvithi ail. liu lier linir, in orîtaitiejits
of diainds and rubies, is engraved
lier ninie 'Coîîîînercialîsnýii.' As alurinig,
as bcwitclîing as slie seerns, îiîuch des-
truction anîd agoiiv follow in lier w-ake.1
lier breath reeking of sorîlid tranisac-1

tions, lier voice of metallie chtrracter likei
gold, and lier look of grecd arc so iiîîchl

Soisoni ta the nations thiat fail victirn ta
er chartîts."
N'ow, witli the reading, the trader real-

ized duliy lioîv truc thue %ivrds e.
At thie hattorn of thpe , on1 mntc
ago, lie lîad writtcn ini bis owvn scraw'l-
ing band : "Surely, out of titis coin-
mercialisi>iv ili came a gre[rt nr-ana
îvhen it <lacs thîcre -wiil be liard tinies
in the nor-tliland."

Prescîitly lic closed the biook. Sat

THE -WESTrERN HOME MONTrHLY

Bringmg the War to the Northland
By Francis J. Dickie

staring straight; ahead at the wbiite-
washed log wall, hie whole being troubled
with the thoight of those red men gath-
ered on the shores of the lake. A child
of deeply religious parents and witho
lflfty-llve years of wilderness dwelling
stretching behind him-a dweliing which
had only made deeper the teachings of
bis chidhood-the Factor was now con-
fronted with a great problem.

Thirty years hie had served the Big
Company, but during those years had as-
sumed another duty, one apart, different
£rom any his position necessitated.

When hie had taken over the post, the
Indians around, like those of neighboring
once, 'were fast becoming depieted in
nurnbns. Swayed by hi. religious feel-
ings, hie had corne ta look upon the red
men about him as bis own personal
charges. Too, lacking children or kmn to
love, hoe had given over to those wilder-
ness people the empty places of bis heart.
Sa hoe had 'watched over his own littie
band of Indians, until they, weak, un-
thinking, eternaiiy improvident, had in
recent years increased in numbers, be-
corne fairly prosperous, according to In-
dian standards. The Factor flad corne
to view with growing complacency the
successful resuit of bis labors on thieir
behiaif. For this i'eason the carrying out
of this officiai order received to-day was
a bitter task.

Only two days ago the band had ar-
rived ta secure their yeariy outfit; and
preparatory ta leaving for the wintcr
trapping grounds had camped on the
shores of the lake. In two mare days
they would have been on their way. In
view of this, Attiiaw's untimcly arrivai
with the Company order was the more ta
be deplored.

But ta Frazer, master of bis own do-
main and upon wliose goods no outside
check had ever been made, caeme the
tliought taiake the usual advance in
deflance of the Company's order. For,
despite bis love for his charges, bis de-
sire for their weifare, thirty years in
the Company's service had made obedi-
ence a thing of second nature. Now that
the instructions had arrived there wvas
only one thing ta do-obey.

Again Frazer brouglit out the new
orders, rend them slow ly. As lie carne ta
the words, "Not one 'debt' slhallbe given
the Indians," a wave of lionest atîger
sîvept over him-carnc realization of how
frue werc Toistoi's words of commer-
ciaiism. How littie, after ail, did those
inen out in the big world care w-hetlier
faniine or death carne and visited these
cbildren of the wiid.

Deep in thoughlt the Factor did not
liear the store door open. Not until a
soft tap sounded at lus own portai did
lie rouse. Turning, lic saw before hirn
Opapamnotao, chlef of the band.

"Wec have, held council arnong ourselves,
Okosapuhielieg.ie," tne echef said, ad-
dressing the Factor by bis Cree naine,
vhîch nîméant "He-whali-sces-ahiead." Lon-
ago the tribe had given Frazer a
naine and honorable place arnongst thcmn.

"A"tire cllief weiit on, "th'ie braves
wait oiitsi<1e. There are rnanv vords to
be spok-en.ý" Finiislhing, Opapaînotao -re-
treated, closing the dloor softly bchlind
h imn.

Contrarv ta general belief, the Indiaii
likes ta talk; but wlien lie does lie niake>
an occasion of it. Aware of this, Frazer
arase Nvitlh a littie sigli. H1e felt littie
in thie ood ta listen ta longspees

Outside, around the door, the braves
sat as thiey had that înorning iii a. senîi-
cirele, cross-legged and sulent. Frazer
sat (lown on the step Vf tile post. Thie
lonig pipe, passcd arauind the gatlhet-ial.

Wîntbe last man hiad taken it fram in 1s
lites, Opapaîntao arase. Bap a I
la nket frorn bis sheuilders, lie ~t du

trihtand taîl. lus eves swept aine
ai or file gathering, tien l ic turîîied :î îîd

(lrs(lFrazer.
Tad-,Okçosapuilicheg.te, vouit v

rcivdw ard frainti teGr~eat tîpn
tlîat la> debt can be given to lis ti:
wîinter. AIl day we have talked in colin-
cil of tii s order cf flac white ien.Pie

ra01t t( nîjpany ar-e \erx- weaiti lit
thl' staîlhiase lie thiousý-andis ofpoljinîsý
of 11-1- naibacon anI ailltii~tl

IreilLL~~>N-ta us cf thîis lad. Cd

Like More!
One- two-three-four--let the

children bave ail they want of

5SomMo ar
Nothing could be cleaner, purer
or more wholesome. Very few
things are less expensiv e. Plain
or salted. In Pac-kages only.

uHave you trîed

Itfs made with real Arrowroot!

Niorth-West Biscuit -Co., Limited
EDMONTON -ALTA.

la writngirver ises, lesementionl
Thc 'Western Ihomie Moitly

20

Weaning Baby
WithoutTrouble

Save Baby from discomfort
and yourseif froim warry at
weaning tirne by gradually

reiaing mother's milk with
th Alleuburys' Foode.

Give the 'Allenburys' Milk Food
No. 1 alternately with the breaut
until the weaning proces. ha.
been entirely completed because
it ciaseiy resembles the maternai.
miik. Then, if Baby has turned
six nionthe, introduce the 'Allen-
burys' Malted Food No. 3.
This is the ideal nourishrnent for
weaned children six monthe aid
or more. It is pure, germn-free,
easily digested, stnd supplies al
the elements needed for vigorous,
healthy growth.

Thousands cf babies are thriving
on
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From six mont ha onward
Write for' Bookiet, "Infant Fesdig and
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