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S0 PAPERS RELATIVE TO THE

Your Commuttee feel smpri-ed at the public answer of his Excellency to the address of

nuttee to Commons the city corporation.  Your Commuttee have procured a certified copy of this address and
House ol dssembly. ynawer from his Excellency’s private seerctary, which they hereunto annex, marked (D.), in

which he expresses  astonishment” that those principles < suddenly appear from a ¢ quarter
fronewhicl ie certainly least cxpected ity from the Exceutive Council itself.” 1t is but just
to the late Council to renzuk, that the anunouncement of such principles fiom a Council
mta which his Excellency had humself knowingly introduced them with Mr. Baldwn and
his coadjutors, could not, in ¢ cundour,” be o matter of « astonishment ;” nor can your Com-
wittee consider 1t done “ suddenly,” after an amicable verbal discussion with im 1 Council
wn days befole, or that it could be “certainly least expected” from sworn advisers known
o hin to entertain these principles, and bound by his Excellency’s invitation to the frank
intcrehange of opmions, as well as by every obligation of honour and duty, to express them
to lum. Itis therefore plain, that the principles are regarded with  astonishment” by his
Excellency, when there was no reason to feel 1t; are denounced as obtruded by the late
Cowerd * suddenly,” after they had heen debated for awecks 5 are condenmed as émanating
o a ¢ quarzer” into which he had himself knowmgly introduced them ; and are said to
have been ¢ least expected™ from men whom he had Azmself in Council sworn fearlessly to
advise him aceording to their lionest convictions.

The late Council are charged by his Excellency, in the last-mentioned document, with
te~tinze therr claims in the appended representation, very nearly on the followmng grounds:
** 1~t. That the respon<ibility they assume bemg a popular one, daily mereasmg, is con-
sequently the law of the land.  And, 2dly. That though the powers they require are no
wheae expressed in the Constitutional Act, they were evidently mtended to have been
meerted.”

Your Committee have compared the above professed epitome of the grounds taken by
the fate Council with the representation itself, from which it is avowedly deduced ; and the
wromnds, thus charged by his Excellency against the Council as assumed by them, are so
utterly and o obviously at varimee with candour as to defy any courteous commentary
without Injustice to the constitutional question at issue.

[ the answer of lus Excellency, accompanying the documents between himself and the
Cuuncil, he states, that “with every desire to consult my Council, 1was preparing for
their consideration important remedial measures, which I concewved it would be advisable to
adept, and had they but afforded me thosc few moments for reflection, which from my
~wdden arnval among you, I fancied I might fairly clam as my due, the question wiuch so
unneccssarify they have ugitated, would have proved practically to be useless.”

it~ singular that this latent intention of his Excellency is not even hinted in lus reply
to the Counail, but is reserved for disclosure as u means of crimmating them after thew
vosienatton was effected by the alternative of “ abandoning their principles or their place.”
Con=idering the relation winch ought te eaist between a Governor and the Executive Coun-
il of the provinee, 1t was not, i the opinion of your Committee, dealing ingenuouslty with
them, to take most important steps without their adviece or even knowledge ; and 1t must
have been a humsbiating position for mentlemen, distinguished, as s Excellency admits,
tor *¢ thew talents and mtegnty,” to imagine that Ins Excellency was “ preparing important
temedial measures,” not m- dignified and constitutional co-operation with his ghly gifted
Counel, but by the aid of unsworn and miesponsible persons unentitled to confidence.
Such conduct did not redeem the pledge to the late Council, upon accepting office, of his
*mplicit confidence ;7 and when, after three weeks’ merely nominal councillorship, they
tesigh, it 1% allesed, “had they afforded lum a few moments for 1eflection, the question
winch so unnecessanly they have agitated, would have prov.u practically to be useless.”
{f ~nch 1= the trath; of it wae intended (after u few moments for reflection) to consult
the late Council to such an extent as to render their representation  practically uscless,”
vhiy did his Excellency require them to “abandon their principles or their place 71
Yhy did he, m his own language, “drag the question into daylight, in order that
it night be openly, fairly and constitutionally discussed,” when it was his avowed mtention
<hertly to renda the agitation of 1t “ practically useless ¥?  Under such a prospect it was
mexensable misrule to Al the country with consternation and dismay, upon a matter respect-
ny which he had the power, und professesto have had theintention, to sutisty public expecta-
non: wnd after importuning the Ionourable J. 11 Dunn, and R. Baldwin, esq., under un
crervhelming pressure of recent domestic affliction, and Dr. Rolph anudst professional
sucations, i voluntary retiiement from public bfe, to join the Council, in order to mid the
King's Govermuent, 3t was most ungencrous to ahnost expel them his Counell, merely for
oifenng a suggestion which, atler a few moments more reflection, he intended so fiwr to follow
us 1o render ther representation “ practically useless.”

It should be paiticularly observed that the representation of the late Council was signed
by all the Councillors, was the deliberate, unanimous, conscientious opnion of gentlemen of
difterent political parties, of those who had Iong Leen in office, and of those who had just
heen uppointed ; not as to a mere theoretical question, but as to a question practically affecting
their own duties under the constitution of the country; was not a movement to serve any
poliueal party, but was caleulated to meet the views and wishes of all parties, and that being
m writing, his Excellency could take his own time to considerit. Finally, as this was a
matter of no ordinary importance, and as the Councillors had delivered their views in writing
vaned by all, (a proper and constitutional proceeding on such great questions in the judg-
ment of the Committee, and certamly the most respectful to lus Excellency,) it would %mve
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