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Majesty’s Government for the discharge of that
important trust.

Major-General Augustin Prevost, the father
of the late Sir George Prevost, was by birth a
citizen of Geneva: he entered the British ser-
vice as a Cornet in the Earl of Albemarle’s re-
giment of Horse Guards, and was present at the
battle of Fontenoy, where he was wounded.

Having attained the rank of Major in the
60th regiment in 1759, he had the honor of
serving under General Wolfe, and received a se-
vere wound in the head, whilst gallantly forcing
a landing, twenty miles above Quebec, under
the immediate command of General Carleton,
afterwards Lord Dorchester. Upon the reduc-
tion of Canada, Major Prevost was promoted to
the rank of Lieutenant-Colonel, and served with
reputation at the capture of Martinique and the
Havannah. In 1775, he was appointed to the
command in East Florida, and, in 1778, he emi-
nently distinguished himself by his defence of
Savannah, against the attack of a very superior
force of French and Americans, under the Comte
d’Estaing and General Lincoln. The garrison
consisted of only 2,300 men, while the force of
the besiegers amounted to 8,000, supported by
a fleet of twenty-two sail of the line. Such,
however, was the determined energy of Major-
General Prevost, and of the British soldiers and



