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Flowers for Rural School Grounds

By MRS. JOSEPII DAVIDSON

APAPU~ on flie above sttbject by
a member of the Ketnble Brainch
should be of speciaà inerest at

this seaso.n. T.he wniter says:
Tihis is a sweet mnd beutifu1i snibect.

Haow eageriy we 1iook fnorward to the
first fla.wers of sprinig. and 1watch each
suinny slope and rock for Oie r'esurrec-
tion of tfihe frst htds! And, lhaving-

le traran.t ieauty
,an several otihers
le season,
ait' value and re-
w4ers, there is ne
tive wiLd flowers
ent. The flcuwrs

arden, the son-caIl-
are over-fed andi
They are not se

bey have nt the
the subtile Wood.,v,

should be the first planite'd,. After
nrking off a liberaI space suitable for

a p1aygrouid, weca&n p>Ilnt trees,
shrulys andi flowers in the spa-ce left, the
flowers and liow shrubs in front, and
the trees and taller shiruhis more as a
1 ackground, and noue so near the schocol
a$ to keep ont air and suinlight. No w,
having the ground prepared, we are
ready ta chose the stock and plant it I
have practiccd puddllifng the rooýts for a
uuxnJber of years, and find i is ithe best
and suirLest of suiccess. It is done this
way: Dig a hou);e large enough to admit
te tree, or plnt without dotibling auy

of thue rootus, ànd 'deep enoGugh to set it
ius.t an inch o'r so dueeper than kt was be-
fore. Set thue tree or plant :in straig'ht
up, then pack fine eauth in ail round the
rooits; fildidi about two.,thirds of the
eartih, padding wel ôown, tihen th'ow in
water VIII ttbe plant stanin -aa scoft wet
puddle or mud, then tbrow in rest of
earth, and finish witi fine dry eartku on
top te keep thbe malsture. Carefully
planted l in ùis way, there willi bc ne
more wateriung neejded, ani the plant
wil go on growing wituh but very lititîe
check. Thei-,ef<yre we Aill use the sane
miehod throagihout with trees, shrubs
and plants.

Oar greMuest difiouty in coeçsing ours
sokwll bcjuinte great nusber of
fine things we have teo hoose f rom. In
aur own townahip we have at least four
varietieýs cfrnuaple-andç where can yen
rlnd anytihinig more lyandsomne th-an a
wcIl-arown niaple tree? T vae h

it leaves,
enl above,
in the fal
and nmal

rip woeas
and can

.when flot in leaf by its clrk red branch-
7lotis. Tihis also makes a fine specîunen

tree, and most helpfifl in the coloýring,
and woulded well nmar our damp cor-
ner.

L4ast, 'but tnot iast. is the esnblem of
aur couintry, te "sugar maple." This
is due unost common maple we have, and
taking it ail round, luhere is n0othuier tree
thlat will lex- comnpaison wdth it. It
S-houdd be Plantued liargely, tnt only in
the school grourids, but adong ftue roeds
and in -wasite Places everywthere. It is
clean, f resh antI shaP>eIy at any time, and
iu its autumn dress of reci, green and
yelllow, i' is Ia suost briliUant sight. A
few "paper birch» buips to light ýup &ue
coloring, also srne "mo-untauin asi,"
wiho&e 4xiýght reud hernies are fine in
thue early aututis. A f ew 'ihawttýhorn"
and "«june berry" are to be reconunend-
ed. Beech is splendid ais a specimen
tree. There are a great nny mor.e
desuÀirable trees which could be utiiized
if ron permitted, but thbe usual. rural
scuhbol griounds are mot often more thari
ain acre, and we must not omtit ever-
greens. We fhavîe a fine lisit to choose
from: "VWlie"aid "red pine," thbe
"black" an.d "white spruces," "cedar,"
'tbelsaxn" and 'lesnlock." The "téam-
arack' wîth its slender hirW>s, xmkes a
very g'raceful tree, andi a fine variety,
ahlth^ougIt not an evergreen.

Our native shrubs are ais plenti fui and
beauifsul as thbe treeu. "Leatherwoc<d"
andi "shipfirdia" are the eriest ini
flower, bloming befere the leaves
oome. The "holfIy" ustsanother fine shmub,
with its clark gr'een glossy leaves and
brigtht red bennies in liate fail iand early
winter. 'Phen use have two varieties of
spiroca hich wett)d grace any grounds.
CoMn s"Imau.dowsweet," fboth ned andi
wuhite flowered. "Nihue bar-k" is a beaui-
tifni slhrub, and easily growýn. "Button
bush" does weli in a dnrnp place. Ourn
ninroUs familly of "dogwoods" 'slould

av a ae; C. Paniculata is oe eof
thle hest,ý and the '<buýsh honeysuchtles»
are sOm cof thuern worthy of a p~lace, andIs'taghern sunuacih" rnalvs a good show-
ing in tihe fal¶, with its spikes ouf bright
retd seeds. Our wild rose is anethen
familY that has Bore heautif nIlmem-
bers. 1 wauld not confine myseif entire-

.ly te wikliings in the case cf shrubs.
iThene are so, nany hardy varieties
wiijh l>om ltater iu tue season, and
some of thmniare se much like a part
of hl esuch as the syrnugias or dilacs,
Spirma in variety, yellow flowerirtg cur-

î rant, French homnysuckles in Pink
1anud Whlite. eutc. Aauong the wild
native dfimiers ithere are a f ew
fine ontes. The wild cleinatis (Virgin's
Bowen), ils fiue lu both flower and fTuit,
because of the long, fuzzy tails te the
seed vessels tuhechîl*iuen cal] k "aid
mar and "fuzzy heaKt" Týhen u1hene is
thbe "virgiia creepen," anotihuen fine cLean
chinaber. Iun te falil its leaves turn ta
fiery red. "Clirnbing bitterswee-t" iîs an-
Uter giood onie, with its brigat <orange
fruits, uehich hust in thbe fai and ex-
poise a scarlet puip, wdaich renders it
quite ofliarental.

0f herbaceouis Plants, tuhe first to
gretus is Itepatica and "spriing beauty,"

Eihrwutll succeed without special se-
lectien of soil or situation. The former
cari le l'ifted ini early spring as soon as
you casu find the pdanitsaud if laid on
a Plate ini dhe windo,\w and kept moist,
witl bloom rightbtuay, andrid ll le very,
iutere2sting tua the childuen to watch thbe
blossomas corne up aund expaund. "Spring
beauty»tus a fltting ramne for se f air
a flouser, se da-inty is dhe aluster cf bios-
soras betwee the 4jweclark green leaves.
Look into the tiriy floral cup cf delicate
biush, veined with crinaseon-purpîs, which
ne hunan land -Can iiiate, se dejicate
is flte peinciling. It hais a long stemi like
fragile eivery cord, S-netimes ever a
folt in length, aud spring. from a tiny
tuber bnried di the grouuliL Oosely fol-
loewùig are tuhree nienlbe-souf th funu-
itory fanal "Dutchn'ýs breejuies' and"aquîrtrel comY 'fThe schoel chi;duren
ofter calltidern "buYs aund glrils,» also
i have beard soute eall thena "white
heants" The thilrd one is the "paie
-oYdaÎs" withhlitus Palle lilac blasseaus

just tipped wvit~h yell4ow-uet commen,
but is f oumd in rocky or burnt wooe4s.

The wial olumne is anether beauty'anid easy ouf auhtivation, anid the trilli-
uis, or wake ribýins, are general favor-
it-es. We have tuhree vaiaieties af themn:
T. grantWifocrm wituh its large white

blmos h eautiful; T. ereatum is the
dull brick red variety, aind T. enytire-
carpuni, or pamnted triflllum, la a Pink
anid white beauty, whdo loves goed liv-
ing;. bu.t aI? a.re el gv rown. The Mc"&-
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