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inthcqo Provincz-s are sufforing severoly
frein the want of mure youug mon ready
for worlc; anti tho frionds of Zion should,
lay it to, hcarb. May the Lord cf the
harvedt send forth laborers into tho
harvest.

Hlalifa-<, Oct. 7th, 1881.

DY liE'.'. A. B. DIOKIE.

The early ettlers cf Gay's River ivere
of Szot<hl anid Ictýah extraction and hoenco
were traLt;d and educatedia Presbyterian
principle2. Thiouglxdeprived of-the*s3tated
ordiniof religion ,in their adopted
home 'whitcht tlhy enjoyed ini the father-
land, yet a. c«u carly period their spiritual
wratts rcceived nome attention.

About tho beginning of the present
century whai noiv comprises the Gay's
River and Milford congregation. number-
cd about twoenty faînilies. Unable to sup.
port a minicter tlîey irere united with
Maitland, Nuel, Shubenacadie, and Loir-
or Stow.iacke, and formcd co charge

Iconas the coagregation cf Douglas.
la the ei.or 1802 R.'. Aluxander Tu ck

came ont from Scotland and iras citdained
anid inducted oyer them on the 2lst June,
1803. Hie travelled over a district cf
country upiards-of forty milesýia length
irhieli enxbraced what is noir four coiigre.
gationn. Residing at Maitlaad. and
prcaching there one-half cf bis time -the
othor hait '.vas given to Shubenacadie and
Gay's River, tho latter place usualfyhbav-
ing a %v uk day service. The comparative-
ly Smoyth roadà3 of the proseat day wre
thon unknuwn henoe bis mode.of ccnvey.
ance in stinimer was the boat oir caxooon
the Shubenavadie River, and in wiater
the herse and zaddlo more used.

As apruacbeà,, Mr. Diel ivas carncst
and faitliful, a man of deep toued. piety,,
'.vlo epamd Uut himectl hibi Master's
service. Tie haixdshipa anid toila which

the pioneers'of Presbyterianiom liad te
undcorgo are to a large extcnt unknown
to, the prcsont gencration of ininisters.
Ho poasteued a good Bhare, of physical
strengtli yot through ardent zeal and cou-
stant exposuro ho was at length Inidlaside
frein active duty.

Suffering from an attack of pleurisy
froni which ho nIever rallied, ho diod at
Maitlanadon the-20th May, 1812, in tho
4lst year of his sge and the tenth year
of his rninictry. Ho 'was much boloved
by ail. Roman Catholies nîourned hie
death and in nome instances nanicd theh,
chidren for him.

The stalPcf eIders in the upper part of
the congregation was Meners. William
Diekie, Robert Pollock, James Moote,
William Cook, and John MoCleorgo.

After Ikr. Dick's death the congre.
gation remained vacant, for a period of
four years, and as thoe were no probat-
loners te supply vacancies ut that time, o
sermons were preached at Io%; intervals
by Rev. Hnugh Gra'hai of Stewiache,
Rev. John Brown of Londonderry, and
Dr. McGregorý of Enet River, Pictou.

In the nicantinie tho extensiveo field,
ove r wlich Mr. Dick Iabored.was formed
into t-wo congregations, Maitland, NocI,
Kennetcook, etc., rnaking. co charge;
and Shubenacadie, Gay's River, and. 2ine
Mile River another. Over the former
Rev. T. S. Crcwe was settled, and the
latter received the services of the Rev.
Rlobert Blackwood.é.

Mir. Blackwood iras a native of Rinross
Sbire, being born in the estate of Col.draýin
of which hie father iras proprietor. In
the spring -of 1816 he leit li3 natiye 1aud
with a ni to, devote hie energies in the
Gospel ef Christ~ to the service of his
expatriated couatrymen in the state cf
Ohio, 'u. s. Laudixig i 3nalfax in July,
1816, hie ias persuaded by the« fathers of
the Ohurch that there iras as much need
cf ministerial labor in Novz Scotia as in
Ohio, muid le was iduced te remain' aad.
caut ini bis lot here., In October hie ias
iaducted anid ecd locality in the congre-
gation en oyed ono-thirdet his services.


