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stiitial chiarateur, but also thiat synîpathetie intercst Ili its
wortliier aimis that is fien ai nmore impijortance tlian dollars.

Another duty incumbent an tue public is ta denia;îd the
best passible service, and ta be satisfied witlî notliing less. It
is aiîeîî advanced, ta wveakcî the farce ai attacks on the press,
tlîat tle newspapers are as good as tlîeir readers-that they
catcr ta tlie taste ai tliose by îvbom they are supparted. As
acknawledged, tiiere is a certain nîcasure ai trutx iii thîis
allegatioiî, but it does flot justiiy newspaper men i grap-
ing in the slinie for gold, and it docs warn readers
tîtat ane duty they owe ta tlicitîselves and ta thie press
is ta refuse countenance ta any journial tlîat is playing
tlîc traitor ta deccîîcy, lionor aiîd trutlî. Ili cvery large city
tliere are papers that are striviîlg ta bu clcaîî, nîaiîly aîîd
tlîouglîîiut, aaîd indepeiîdcnt, and aver against thum stanîd
papers that are vulgar, sensational, irresponsible. It is tlic pub-
lic tlîat is at iault, and thie public that suifers, if this last mîen-
tioned class can boast ai large circulations. To demîaîîd tlîat
such iapers, bought for their stories of crinme aîîd passion, for
thxeir warped views ai lire, for thîcir disregard ai the convention-
alities ai decent society, should be patriotic, unselfisi anîd dlean
wauld be higlîly absurd. It wouid be askiaig the pickpocket ta
descant an the virtues ai lioaîesty. But respectable peoplie îîeed
îlot scnd flowcrs ta tlîe pickpockets celi.

Thli United States lias dcveloped, perliaps, the niast serious
and disquieting perversion ai the luictions ai tlîe press. Tlîc
iiextinguisliable emîcrgy ai thîe race, aided by marvellaus
niiechianical lacilities for thie collection ai newvs and the p>roduc-
tion ai i)apers, lias round in niespapcr jxublislîiîîg aîî aimost
bouîîdlcss field for expression. Uîîiortuiiately, the evils ai in-
tense competition have met but litIle restraint iîî the cliaracter
ai thie populations ai tlie larger cities. On txc cantrary, tiiese

* evils have beeîî intensified by apportunities of serviîîg tlîe ap1
petites ai a large class steeped in ignorance, aîîd capable oîîly
ai appreciating the vulgar and thue exaggerated. There lias, iii

* consequence, beeîî a grave deteriaratiausi ic neoral character
ai tlîe press ai the Unionî, for tlîe influence ai the larger chtics
is as wide as thîe Republic. Sensaîionalisnî, lack ai thie sense
ai rcsponsibility, disregard ai tue sanctities af private lufe, mis-
rej)resentatian ai aiopoents, tlîe deificalion oi a false and in-
flated patriatisn-periaps Iluesc are thie chier accusations ta be
laid at tue door ai the worst representatives ai tlie Unîited
States press. And thiese faults, regarded iii thc bulk, constitute
a ch aracter not merely wvanting in moral farce, but positively
cvii and dangerous. It is little matter for surprise tlîat thougbit-
fui men thraugliout the Union are viewimîg with ever
iîîcreasing alarm tlîis prostitution oi thie press, aîîd are
aîîxiousiy debating tlîe problemn ai hîaw ta briîîg about reforni.
It is the eclia of tixis discussion that we are lîearing iii Canada.
%Vliat is applicable ta anc section oîîly ai United States journal-

-~ismn is being applicd ta luxe ivlale press ai the two counîtries. As
* a warning, as an example ai wlîat is ta bc avoidcd, thxis picture

ai the warst ai American newspapers may be lîeld up ta vie'v,
but wo use it as typiiying also the Canadian press is absolutcly
without justification. From tlîe grass faults ai tîxe press ai tlîe
Rcpublic Canadian jouruîalism is almast wholiy rc. l is, iii
tlîe first place, essentially dlean. It is the exception to fimd a
Canadian paper averstepping the bounds ai journalistic prapriety
in treaîing on subjects tiîat are generaliy taboaed in the iamily
circle. Crimes ai violence may receive mare attention than they
siîouid, but scant courtesy is slxown ta the suggestive and impure.

Etîterprise is kept withiuî legitllnate Iioviids, and seldoni lu.ts
its identity iii sensauionalisni. Not otemilde puîlitical discus
sion degenerate ia persoiial attack id ircrsuab.
'l'lie sense af responisibility seînls ta lie heaivier on1 the Canla
diaiî than on the Unitud States editor, and on this side of the
border far more respect is paid to theic ersonal righîts of tic
individual, as distinguished frin his riglits as a niember of tic
state. 'l'le iaults af Uic Caniaian press are miore veiîial, amîd îlot
such as to provoke the thoughtiul citiz.en to anxiet>'. Tîjere ks
In Our press more ta respect thani ta deplare. If wVe laillent
that tic badge of organsl should yet disgrace sonic l>aPrs,
%we miust also bear witnless b the rapid growth of political indu-
pendence. If the spur of business cumpetitian or the ixtejildice
of partisanship) leads journals into excesses of speech, wve nîlust
reniember that nîuch of the bitterness of fornier N'ears lias dis-
appeared. If it bc truc that Our discussions af public ques-
tions arc îlot yet an1 the Ilighiest plane, consolatin is iound iii
the fact that in no oblier respect lias therc been a greater
change for the better during the last ticîuty ye.irs.('îrty
and consideration ta appanents is sliowni in larger iîîeasure
than ever befare. Broader conceptions af national and in-
ternational subjects prevail, and local affairs are na longer
alvays treaîed, frani the view-point of selisli or partisan interest.
That many of aur papers are luttle buer tlîan pxurveyors of
news--and poorly digestcd îîews at tlîat nîay be trtie, but thie
niews iîs seidom af the debasing kiiid, and by anîd by tic con-
trollers af the-se )apers wili bc touched by the truc spirit ai tlîe
press, and will beconie teachers as well as tradesmen. Unfor
tunately, the lainm nade on behli ai of tc reading coliiis ('i
aur papers, tlîat thcy are irc froni moral filh, is îlot ta he
made respecting the advcrtising calunînis. 'l'lic husineqs mian-
ager r.îakes but a lialtiîîg irîterlîretation ai he cluties ai ilis
office, and many ail otherwise adiîiralîle newspaper is marred by
the suggestiveiless ai its advcrtising piages;. But lier(-, also, ini-
pravement is ta be îiatcd, aîîd every 5-tar gives eviderîcc thai
tie advertisenments are being cditcd witli increcasinig care. lit ks
perliaps truc tlîat, vicwing the Canadian press as a wliale, the
odiumn af superficalty-of trivial îlîaugl't aîd flippant speech-
niay yct rnaiîî. 'l'lie average niewspaîîtler man does îlot write
Iup " ta thie higliest class ai lus readers, but Ildawn " ta tîxose

below. fle icars ta shoot taa lîigh, and the pressure ofi daily
jouriîalisnîx nakcs excuses ta mate lius icars. Th'lis ks a iault tliat
tinie, anîd tlîe grawving demnand ai tlie reading public for strouiger
food, must be leit ta cure. 'lO suni up, it may lie enmjliatically
deîîicd tlîat tlîe tendency ai tlîe tulle is dlownwavrd. on itie
contrary, the evidences af an upward tendency, ai a quickcen-
ing lire, are ail arouind. 'llie Ibolitical catiiiýaig.î i oftle hast
two nîantlis, with its illustrations ai lîaiest enterprise iîî
the presentatian ai news, aîîd ai inideiendence iiî the expression
ai views, is a strîhcing illustration iii prooi. 'l'le press is grawing
stronger and mîore courageaus. It is acquiring a keeuier sense
ai its duties, anîd is rcalizing, as neyer before, its apportuniities
and ils responsibilities.

F"or wl'hat is being acconîplislied by tbe ('anndia presq diue
crcdit should be gilen ta tlîe iîîn wlxo have tlheir bîands on tie
lever ai buis maderni eîîgine, anîd wlîo are, as a body, lîonest
and canscieuxtiaus. li their ranks is ta lie iauiîd as large a
proportion -I liad ahnost said a harger proportioni -air nien anii-
manted by a sincerc desire ta furthier tlîe pulxhic weal as c-dsts iii
the ranks ai aîîy otlîer calling or professioin. Tlie sense ai ru-
sponsibility-tlîe utlaaî i pportunity and oanscienîce -slîould
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