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of this, taken from the testimony of clergymien,
legislators, and others in the Province the best
qualified to judge, and having full opportumties
of knowing and judging aright, but the convic-
tion of the fact s so general as to render any
laboured proof unnecessary.  And if the defects
of the system are so obvious and glaring when
tried by ordinary ruies, how much more so
when judged by the high standard of what edu-
cation, even in Common Schools, ought to be?
On this pont public opinion wants rasing to o
higher standard than generally prevads. To
be taught 2 little reading, wnting, and anth-
metic, is not education in any correct accepta-
tion of the term.  This neither developes the
faculties of the mind, nor unplants a tithe of
the means of doing so. It merely cuables a
man to perform the very lowest part of his du-
ties in business, or as a social being, but the
highest parts of those duties are not even no-
ticed. ‘The sentient being is so far from huving
its facultics cultivated, that 1t is never even
taught their names—is so far from receving
any intellectual traiming, that 1n the vast ma-
jority of cases the scholar leaves school withont
having learnt a single fact in relation to his
mind and its various powers. Educationstops
shert at the very threshhold of the temple that
it ouglt to enter and fill with glory. 1If the
human soul without cducation be compared to
marble in the quarry, and cducation to the art
of the statuary, then with us the statue is
merely cut out and rough clipped to the rude
semblance of a man, instead of being chiselled
and polished to a glorious type of the human
face and figure, radiant with life and intelli-
cence, like “the statue that enchants the
warld.”

We cannot better explain what education
ought to be than in the following extract from
Dr. Channing on the subject. e says:

«The great end of education 1s not to traina
man to get o hiving.  This is plain, because hife
was given fora higher end than simply to tol
forits own prolongation. A comfortable sub-
sistence is indeed very important to the purpo-
ses of hfe, be this whatit may. A man half
fed, half clothed, and fearing to pensh from
famine or cold, will be too crushed in spint to
do the proper workof aman. e must be set
free from the iron'gmsp of want, from the con-
stant pressure of pamful sensations, from
grinding, slt-requited tol.  Unless a man be
trained to get a comfortable support, his pros-
pects of improvement and happiness are poor.

EDUCATION.

But if his educttion aims at nothing more, his
Lie witl turn to little acceunt.

“To educate a man is to unfold his faculties,
to give him the free and full use of his powers,
especially of his best powers. It is first to
train the intellect, to give him a love of truth,
and to instruct himn the processes by which it
may be acquired. It is to train him to sound-
ness of judgment, to teach him to weigh evi-
dence, and to guard him against the common
sources of error. It is to give him a thirst for
knowledge, which will keep his fuculties in ac~
tion through life. It is to aid him in the study
of the outward world, to imtiate him into the
physical sciences, so that he will understand
the principles of his trade or business, and will
be able to comprehend the phenomena which
arc continually passing before his eyes. It is
to make hun acquatnted with hisown nature, to
give hun that most important means of Im-
provement, self-comprehension.

In the next place, to educate o man isto train
the conscience, to give hun & quick, keen dis-
cernment of the right, to teach him duty in its
ereat principles and minute applications, to
« stablish 1n him immoveable principles of ac-
tion. It s to show him his true position iu the
world, hus true relation to God and his fellow-
bemgs, and the nnmutable obligations laid on
him by these. Itis to inspire him with the
wdea of perfection, to give him o high moral
aim, and to shew how this may be maintained
in the commonest tols, and how every thing
may be made to contribute to its accomplish-
ment.

Farther, to educate a man in this country, is
to tram him to be a good citizen, to establish
hm in the priociples of political science, to
make him acquainted with our history, govern-
ment, and laws, to teach him our great interests
as o nation, and the policy by which they are
to he advanced, and to impress him deeply with
his responsibulity, his great trust, his obligations
10 disinterested patriotism, as the citizen of a
frec state,

Again, to educate a man is to cultivate hig
imagination and taste, to awaken his sensibility
to the beautiful in nature and art, to give him
the capacity of enjoying the writings of men of
genus, to prepare hun for the innocent and
refined pleasures of hterature.

I will only add, that to educate a man is to
cultivate his powers of expression, so that he
can bring out his thoughts with clearness and
strength, and exert a moral influence over his
fellow-creatures. This is essential to thetrue
cnjoyment and improvement of social life.

According to these views the labouring
classes may be said to have as yet few means of
education, excepting those which Promdence
furnishes in the relations, changes, occupations,
and discipline of hfe.  The great school of life,
of Providence, is indeed open to all. But what,



