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THE OCOLONIAL

CHURCHMAN,

in fact,attend divine service—perbups not one family
in six. Besides this vicinity, we bave another spot
somewhat more distant— perhaps two miles from
Calcutta —~where we have hundreds of houses,whose
inhabitants yet more rarely bave the public worship
of Almighty God.

¢ Anoccasion arose about three monthe since,shbich
seemed to me to open aprospect of & church being
erectod, which, with a little mansgemont, might be
formed on a plaa to be an ornament to Calcuita,and
to become the cathedral of the see.

¢ I applied, accordingly, 1o Govcrnment for a
commanding site an the esplanade itsclf, in the very
panorama of the Fort, which sweeps round with a
radius of nearly a mile, on the uorth end south face
of this city of pslaces.

*¢ Last evening a fuvourable rveply was reccived
from the Governor-general. The site is granted.

¢ 1 am now erranging the plans for a cathiedral,
small as compared with our vast structures at home
but superb and majestic when coutrasted with the
mean and inconvenient church which is now the ca-
thedral of Calcutta. Captaio Forbes, of tte Engi-
neers, is my able architect.

¢ | propose-a church 200 feet in leagth, 95 wide,
and 60 high; with north and south transept, and a
suitable choir; and a spire resembing that of Nor-
wich cathedral, so far as 220 feet can resemble 313,
At the west end I hope to conmstruct this in such a
beautiful and massive Gothic style as to give a diguity
o our religious worship iu the sight of the heathens
and Mohsmmedans, and to attract the indiffereat
and lukewarm—too large a class—in the Christian
community around us,

s Five clergy I bope to altach to this cathedral—
the srchdeacon #s a kind of dean—and four naltive
priests a8 prebendaries; to be called by these names!
sf I should ever obtsin the due authosity for it from|
home.

% The whole expense ¥ pnt dows at four lakks
{40,000l.)—two, or two snd a half, for the huilding
tbemselves; half a lakk for orzan, chime or bells,

>

clock, painted windows, and fittings-up; and one'pose to the Lord Bishop of Toronto; it being under-
Takk for endowment to the clergy— for 100,000r. 8t 41004 that the Board would be happy to-render fur-
ther aid when it should be required.

8 per cent, will allow six parls of about {30l a-year
each —of which I would assign two to the dean, and
one to each of my natjve caaons, to whom I should
propose to assign also missivnary daties as well as
cathedral—so that schools may be taught, nstive
service performed, lectures to the hesthen and
Mohammedaans delisered, as well as aid rendered to
the dean and chaplain in the daily English prayers
and services,

‘ ©o far as I can judge, no one thing, in 2 coun-
tzy of magnificence like this, ig so likely to give lo-
cal habitation to Church ag this plan,and to present
it in its appropriate sttitude.

¢ When I say four lakks, T hope 1 say the utmost
of the aclual expense; but I would not spoil the de-
Siin for a few rapees; and therefore five,or even six
lakks may possibly be required.

“ I give myself, altogether, two lakks: one imme-
diately, the other probably not till after my death.
1 shal} have to raise by subseription here and at home
the remsinder.

¢ If the Venerable Society should find itselfin cir-
cumstances to allow of its devoting an annual sum
for four years to this vast undertaking, I think 1 can
assure them it would be well bestowed.  The sum
they have entsusted to me already, I propose to de-
dicste to this goed work in the first instance. I is
with great submisgion I prefer this vequest; and if
the Society should fiud itself unable to comply with
it, 1 shall still remain, as ever, theirs most faith-
fully.”?

The following Report from the Standing Committes was-

then laid belcie the meeting -—

* The Standing Committee having taken mto con-
sideration the letter of the Bishop of Calcutta, and
being fully impressed with the great importance of
the undertakiog, in its bearing upon the progress of
Christianity in India, are of opinion, that the Socie-
ty should second the munificen! intentions and the
energetic efforts of the Metropolitan.  They there-
fore beg to recommend to the Board, that a grent of
3,000l per annuwm, for five years, making the sum

of 5,0001., be made towards the buildiog uad entow-
ment of acathedral church in Caleutta,

foundland, dated New Yorlk, Nov. 6, 1839.
following avre extracts:—-

which ore conlesscdly in n very perplexed condition,
and require more than ordinary cgre and toil for
their administration, [ must again appesl to the
Society for Promating Christinn Knowledge, for an
assistance (o which, iv «n humblerand more tiniid
pbere of usefulness, I have beon frequently sad
decply indebted.

bitants of many populous settleménts on the coast|
of Newfoundiand, their want of books, of schooly, of
pastoral ministrations or instruction in the truths of’
religion, of any character at all, are not unknown to
your Board; und it will eertainly mueh encourage
iy biopeof stimulating and reviving a religious feelng:
in these really desolate parts of the earth. If I shall
be empowered by the Society 1o apply some portion
of their funds to the exigencivs which I may find
most urgent, aud which it may be iarportant immedi-
stely to relieve.
the Sociely may think fit to place at my disposal,
I should wi<h to be permitted to expend a small past
of them in Bermuda—-a colony limited indeed as to
extent, in comparison with Newfoundland, but,which
is endeared to me by many interesting assoeiations, !
and ecpecially by the growth of an ecclesiastical es-|
tablishment with which I bave been long connected!
and which is well worthy of the fostering care of
your Society:”

Commiltes recommended to the Buard to place the
sum of 3002 st his lordship’s disposrl, for the pur-
pose of promoting the Society’s designs in his dio-
ceso,

sidered a preliminary grant.

Thursday, October i0, 1839, contsins an account
of the laying the foundation-stone of the intended
new cathedrat church of St. Paul, Calcutts, on- the
previous Tuesday. The following are extracts from
his account : — :

gal and
the bishop had read the first prayers, the archdea-
con recited the 1324 Psalm. The Rew. Mr. Pratt,
the bishop’s chaplain, nextread the inscription and
the list of coins which were subsequently inclusad in
the foundation-stone.”

“In the name of the blessed and undivided Trinity, the

A letler was road fromthe Lord Bishop of N;m
‘he

¢ On eutering on the aflairs of my new diocese,

* ‘I'he miserable destitution of the Protestont inha-

Whatever may be the means which

The Secrelsries then stated that the Stending

‘Fhis recommendation was agreed to; it being con-

A similsr sum was then voted for the same pur-

From the Ecclesiastical Gazette, January 14, 1840,

¢ The Englishman,” a Calcutta uewspaper, olJ

« Arong the assembly were the governor of Ben-
t. Bird, who stood near the Bishop. After

The following is a copy of this inscription :—

first stone of a Church to ho called
and known by the name of
ST. PAUL'S CATHEDRAL, CALCUTTA,
ana designed for the worship of Almighty God,
according to the doctrine and
discipline of the
apostolical reformed Church of England and
Iveland, was laid by
Daniel, Bishop of Calcutta, and Metropol!‘an of India,
assisted by the Arclideacon and Clergy,and
in the presence of many of the distinguisbed gentry
of Calcuttn,
on Tuesday the 8ih day of October, io.the yesr
of:our Lord 1839,
and in the third:year of. the reign of her most
excellent Majesty
VICTORIA,
Queen of Great Britaia and Ireland.
The site was granted by the
Right Honourable George, Lord Auckland, G. C. B.
Govemor-generatl of Inidia,
and the Honourable Coluonel W. Merrison, C. B.
the Honourable T. C. Robertson and the Lhonourable
W. W. Bird,

and the buildingisto ba orccted (i God ispleased to

is but lost that build it.”— Psalm csxvii.

bis name shall be continued as long os the aun ; gpd
men shall be blvssed jo bim; all nations shall ¢
him blessed.”

who only doeth wandrous things.”

let the whole earth be filled with his glory. Aweg
and Amen.”’ —Psalm ixxii. 17%—19

up other prayers, and then addressed the nasembly
to the foblowing effect ¢

respectable company to separate without returriy
them my best thaols for the support they have ra.
d
[ll will hardly be credited that i loss than one mest
from the time of the issué ofthe proposals, npward
0

tions made for the immediate time has been paid i,

the whole to rely on, including the bishop’s dony

time, numerous friends in Calcutte, and all over

in the namne of
the [Tonourable tha East’ India Company,
Thoe designs ond plans were deawn by
W. N. Forhas, Mnjor of Engineers, and
Master of the flonourable Com{muy'a mint,
permil)
under the superintendence of
Colone! D. Macleod, Chief Engineer,
the abovennmed Major Forbes, and W. R. Fitzgenly,
Captain of Bgincors and Civil Architect.

*¢ Except the Lord build the house, their laboy

'* His namo™-~Mecssiah’s— ** shall endure for ever,

‘¢ Blesserd be the Lord God, the God of Isra),

¢« And blessed be his plorious name for ever y ang
The stone haviog been leid, the Bishop offersf

“ It would be most unprateful in me’ to'allow tky
ered me in the commencement of this great work,

f 60,000 rupees lmve been subscribrd. Nor is¢
jess gratifying to know that every one of the don.

so that we have now more than 161,000 rupees i

tion, ‘The funds, therefure, for a year to come
more, ave actually ready, and those for the ent
body of the building itself promised. In the me

dia, are'only waiting for the commencement of
work to niake their donations. I have slso add
ed numerous letters to the chief personages in Chu
and State, with whom I bave the khonour of being
quu.ated at home, which ¥ expect will arrive the
in November or the folloning month. An applic
tion to th+ honourabte Company for the grant oft
lakhs, must have resched home by this time. Wi
these resources, we enter vpon our undertaking w
out despondency. We have, however, reduced ev
part cf the design to the lowest point, perhaps
too low a point, soas to endauger the great object
view. It will only be 100 feet by 62 in the
of tbe church, and 132 by 62 including the chanu
and will accommodate about 600-persons. The
penss of the buildings themselves 1» not expected
exceed a lakh and a quarter of rupees... The fini
ings and 6ttings-up may raise this to nearly twols
The endowments are the only part:of the desizn
ticularly expeasive, and which cannot be reduced.
I trust we may rsise 2} or 3 lakhs for-the spp
of a small, but devout and lea.ned: body of cal
dral clergy, to read lectures oo the evidentes
Christianity, to hold conferences with Jesrned nafi
to train catechetical classes, and to assist the
Chaplaios and Missionaries in their work.
its endowed prebends may be the first series of
clesiastiral benefices established in our Proiy
Church in India; and that Bishop’s Collége mayf
nish suitable candidates for holy orders on theti
of these endowments. All this, however, will b
work for my successors, anl for the Indian g
of the next sge.
“ What may be deemed ornamentai additionsy
conveniences, organ,clock, bells, stands for carriy
&e. will likewise.be for future consideration, 3%
means may allow ;. the ultimate amount which {
to raise is thus 6 Jukhs. Withrespectto the b
ings themaselves, the general estimate 1 bare §
will hardly be thought excessive by those who
member the:expense incurred in ths foundalioss
all buildings in. our aliuwial soil, and the genenl
ficultics created, afterwards by onr Bengal cli
‘The present.cathedral of St. John’s, itiis underst
cost aore than 2§ lakbs,. the Scotch*Church:2},
the Fort still more; in none of which church®t
there the least excess of ornament or expense.
¢ As to the position of the new cathiedral, we
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