e

- side, solemnly and with upraised hands he gave

—
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R —

brethren and companions’,

error, superstition and idolatry, end convul-iug‘

riety and richnt;ltud the landscape. Hills and |
vales in easy and rapid succession follow each
other in every direction, covered with patches of
small grain, vegetable gardens, pear, peach and
apple orcharde, and fizlds of timéthy and clover.
Nature and art have left but little to be desired ;
8 covetous mind looksonin bewildered equipoise
not knowing which to select for its own; and
one who never expects to own anything can en-
joy the rich display with exhilirating satisfaction.

The number of people in this city amazes a
Southerner. The houses are compactly built,
occupying but little earth and much beavenward
air. On Sabbath evening, cn the way to church,
we saw tbe inmates of these comfortable houses,
sitting on the front door steps, everything white
and clean, and every house swarmiag with chil-
dren—scarcely a house without a baby. By-the-
by, children here are overhauled two or three
times s day, stripped, washed and dressed, and
strange to say, they look fresher and bealthier
than those we saw in the piney woods. Children
are often washed and dressed to death, but in
this case extremes meet.

These snug dwellings and numerous hives
send forth streams of people, on sll sides, to the
churches. The leisure and calm of the Sabbath
is bere lawfully maintained, and this might just-
ly be called a city of churches. We passed four
just being finished, sll within a few equares of
esch other. The Catholics here as elsewhere,
make a displsy which might impress a casual
observer with a high notion of their strength.
But in fact, though they have some very impoe-
ing structures, they bear an inconsiderable pro-
portion to the numher and strength of the Pro-
testant Churches. The whole number of Catholic
Churches is 21; a few of these are large, but
two-thirds are small. The Protestants have a
total of 129 churches, of which 59 are Metho-
dists.

- Qhﬁnam.

ALEX'R WHITEFORD, E€Q., OF ST. JOHN'S, N, F.
(Written by his Daughter.)

Died, at Dunluce, 8t. Jobn’s, N. F., o0 the
18th June, 1867, Alexauder Whiteford, E:q,
sged 77 years. ‘

Mr. Whiteford was born at Cross House,
Antrim, Ireland, where his ancestors bad lived
for many generations. His father, was a noble
bearted, loyal old ccuntry gentlsman, who
marched bravely in commarzd of a company
of militia, at the early age of 17 years, and
rendered his country good eervice in the
Rebellian of 1798. He was among the first to
welcome the Wesleyan Ministers to his hospita-
ble mansion, and the subject of this memoir
remembered well the fact of Gideon Ousely
preaching in his father’s house. At an early age,
he was sent to the Royal Acsdemy, Belfaet, and
while obtaining a secular education, became the
subject of the converting grace of God, and sat
humbly, and with great delight, at the feet of
Jesus. He ever dwelt on that time as a season
of great blessedness and wonderful delight be-
yond what he could describe. Those who know
him well for the last forty years could testify to
his constant communion with God. He was a
genial, bappy, social christian, delighting in the

fellowship of all God’s people, of every denomi- | -

pation, but loving the Wesleyan Church and
people with a love, little, if anything, removed
from home and family sffection., It was his de-
light to visit the poor, end to sdminister, like
an angel of love, to their wanta.

In;March, 1866, he was euddenly struck down

with heart disease, and for weeks trembled be-
tween life and death ; nevertheless he was kept
in perfect peace. He said he did not think it
was a sickness unto death, yet remembering
that the Son of man cometh in an unexpected
hour, he set his house in order. It pleased God,
however, to raise him up sgain, and his rejoic-
ing at once more being permitted to sit in God’s
house was delightful to witness. He gradually
resumed his old labour of love, and when re-
monstrated with by those who loved him, he
would say, in his pleasant quick way; “ I must
work while I am able ; better to wear out than
to rust out.” Though on ordinary cccasions he
spoke but little in public, yet, when he should
speak for his Master, he w:s never silent. Es-
pecially noteworthy was his manner cf spending
the Sabbath, for which he entertained the great-
est veneration, while strength permitted him, he
left no means of grace unattended. He was
fervent alike in praise and prayer. He prayed
much for his ministers, and for the blessing of
God upon all their ministrations. In March, of
the present year, his health began to fail, and
his friends, trusting that the country with its
fresh summer breezes, would again, with God’s
blessing restore him, had him removed from
his residence in towa, to a delightful country
seat, about one mile and a half out. While here
he was almost constently visited by his minis-
ters and christian friende, ** Oh,” he said once,
“ how good of them ; but if they only knew what
trash I am ; but such honour have all God's
people.” Feeling that the end of his pilgrimage
on earth was fast drawing to a close, he prayed
with great earnestness for a richer baptism of
the Holy Spirit, for a greater manifestation of
the love of God—for a larger measure of holi-
ness. One christian friend asked him, on whom
be was going to let his mantle fall, he snswered,
“ to let it fall to the earth, with all my sins and
imperfections.” On Wednesday, June 12th, s
great change was evident in him ; no puino, but
hurried weary breathing.
"~ On Thursday he seemed much better, and sat
on the verandah for the last time. He ezid in
the morning, ** this poor old house is fast tum-
bling down, but, blessed be God, I bave a Louse
mot made with hands, eternal in the heavens.”
Through the night ke reviewed all Abraham’s
history, dwelling much on his faith and prayer,
and especially on his pleadiug for the cities of
the plain, saying with particular emphasis,
“ Shall not the Judge of all the earth do right.”
And sgain, “ yes, blessed be God, the Judge of all
the earth will do right.”

He requested the prayers of the Church, say-
ing, * if the fervent ¢ffzciuzl prayer of a righ-
teous man availctd much, how much more the
prayers of many. On Friday he arranged all
his earthly effairs, eent for tis vons anu grand
sons, and as one by one kuelt dowa Ly bis bed-

them his dying charge and blessing. One was'
to take his place at the family altar—anotker to
bold up his hands. * Remember,” he said,
“ These that walk uprightly walk safely, and
God has promised to honour them that be-
noar Him. He dwelt much upon the ad-
vantage of sceking God early, and being joined
with His people, remerkiog, ‘“ If it is so
hard for the Christian to die who has a Saviour
to call upon, what must it be Zo die without
Christ.” .

It was a time of great solemnity, and yet a
season of great interest, never, never to be for-
gotten by thoee who held him dear. He bade a
tender farewell to many of his friends who called
to see him, and sent his love to many absent

" ones, While awake, he was constantly engaged
In prayer, dwelling much on the love of God
the Father. One presen: said, that Chriatians
c!wt_Uy spoke more of the love of the Saviour,
g:'nxd in reply, he thought that God the Fa-
Was not sufficiently honoured in this, as the

¢ This is a faithful sa;ing and woriby o!
b ation, that Christ Jeeus came into thé world

from such a ©
pics of highest consequence, cannot be estima-

ted:

Father suffsred as much in giving his only Son|
to die for us, asthe Savicur did in his human
life and death. Quoting Abraham's offering up
Issac in support of this view. He requested
the window to be opened into the garden, and
expressed the pleasure he had often felt in look-
ing into it, but said quickly, * what is all this
earthly vanity compared to the glory which is to
be revealed.” At the earliest dawn he #aid, |
“ This is the Sabbath, bleased be God for the|
Sabbath ; this will close my earthly Sabbaths, |
and almost close my accounts for time, but I|
trust I shall enjoy an eternal Sabbath.” One|
present remarked on his love for the Sabbath. |
“ Yes,” he esid, “ I rejoiced in it, but I kept|
it very imperfectly, was such an unfaithful stew-
ard, and did so litile for my Master : the Sabbatk
pever closed, 1t I had to go to God for par-
don for wandering thoughts, or scme short-
coming. He repeated the verse begining with,
“ Welcome sweet day of rest,” and all that
beautiful hy:nn commencing with, * Sweet is
the work my God, my King.” Once he exid,
“ I wish I was within the pesrly gates of the
City, but all my appointed time will I wait until
my change come.” “ You have no doubts, no
fears,” said one, ** No, I know in whom I have
believed—I bave the pesce of God which passeth
all understanding.” He requested to have the
34th Psalm read, axd then looking earnestly up-
ward be eeid, “ I sec heaven opened.” Some
one fancied I was wandering, and asked him
how—* Orly by faith,” he repeated twice. On
being asked what text gave him most pleasure
he hesitated a moment and said, * That is a
grand text: ¢ The Lord C
shield ; the Lord will give grace acd glory, and
no good thing will he wit' aold from them that
walk uprightly ;' and tiat is a gloricus text
¢ Bat unto bim that work. ‘L pot, but believeth
in him that justifieth the ungodiy, his faith is
counted for righteousnees ;' but my own text is,

all ac-

is o eun and

rs of whom Iam chief,”” dwelling

—* that’s mire, that's mine, that’s
enough for me TNJf 1 should choe an epithet
it would be just thisX A sinzer saved by grace,
blessed be U-''" Sode one asked him if it
would not b: tu him E:L\\ the greetest plea-
sures of heaven to me- ' the members of his own
family there. * Ohyes,” he eid,N that would
be joy indeed, but my chi-{ pleasure Wwill be to
look at the man who rorrawed in the \gsr(!en,
asad who bled ¢» Calvary for me.” When-ze-
quested to take a littlo wine, he said, * I thirst
for the pew wire of the kingdem.” Once he
whispered, ** entered in;” agaio, ‘ Hosanna.”
He continued. in this state, slee .ing peacefully,
and spending his waking moments in prayer,
perfectly conscious without pain, uatil balf-past
twelve on Monday night, when without a s rug-
gle he fell asleep in Jecus. y
tion with his death was preached on Sabbath
evening, July 14th, by ths Superintendent of
the St. John Circuit, from Phil. i. chap., last
clause of 2let verse, to a large and deeply af-
fected congregaticn.

A sciwon 1a counee-

Liobmeial Geicslepan.
W DNESDAY, AUGUST 7, 1s67.
Christian Combination.

In connection with the many Evangelical or-
ganizations of this organizing age, the various
occasions of concerted efforf for the furtherance
of the great objects of benevolence and rcligion
are worthy of note. Such are the Anniversaries
of Bible, Missionary and Tract Societies, and of
other similar enterprises of Christian work. The
stated or occasional gatherings of such associa-
tions greatly serve to quicken and give a right
direction to christian zeal—stimulating prayer
and effort—affording an intelligent appreciation
of the work to be accomplished—and thereby
promoting the n. itual and combined usefulness

of those who "ave a heart to work for Christ.
The large and enthusiastic meeting held late-
ly in Montreal, composed of the representatives
of the Young Men’s Christian Associations of this
Continent, is an instance in point, as showing
the value of such combination. The hundreds
who assembled on that occasion, and who day
after day were deeply absorbed in the discus-
sion of questions directly bearing upon the mo-
ral and spiritual improvement ot a most inter-
esting portion of sbciety, must have returned to
their respective spheres of duty much better

prepared to do service in this department ot the

Lord. The fruit: to te gathered
ifercnce of earnest minds on to-

work of the

A gathering of a somewbat similar character,

on a much smaller sca'e, is be held in this

city during next month : o+ which, it is supposed,

about one hundred Chr. ian young men, from
all parts of Nova Scotia, wil' be convened for
deliberation ¢s to the measures best adapted to
promote the benefit of . ng men throughout
the Province. It is beiieved that in various
ways now overlooked the talent: of the Christian
young men of the various churches may be call-
ed into useful exercise.
Another form of Christian combination has
been lately mzde available in the United States
in accomplishing the very best results. We re-
fer to what are called Christian Conventions,
which we understand to be the gathering toge-
ther of ministers and laymen from convenient
distances, as representatives of various churches,
for congerting measures -Gapted to the advance-
ment of the cause of God. Such Conventions
have been he!d in various States of the Republics
and are regarded as having exerted a good in-
fluence in promoting christian union, in eliciting
important information as to the work needed to
be done for the religious benefit of the masses
of people now outside of church influence, and
in prompting to prayer and effort for the revival
and extension of pure religion among the chupch-
es. Every Christian who aright contemplates
the present state of society in christian lands,—
the increasing worldliness of christians, the ad-
vance of formalism and ceremonialism in various
churches, and the decrease of membership and
of revival influence of which many churches la-
ment,—must sec the benefits likely to result from
the free interchange of thought between earnest
and right-minded christian men. We would very
much:like to see aConvention of this nature in the
Proyinces, believing that it could not fail to be
productive of good. An account of such a Con-
vention held in Boston was given in our czlumns
some time since ; and as further indicating the
nature and objects of such a meeting, we copy
from accounts before us some of the questions
which principally occupied attention at two of
such Conventions held in  different States. In
one of these the following were the subjects
of discussion :

1. How can our devotional meetings be made
more interesting and profitable to all ?

2, The duty of living Christ as well as profes-
ing Christ, A

3. Connection between work for Christ and
growth in grace.

4. What can and should the members of our
churches individually do to win souls to Christ ?

The topics discussed in the other Convention
wee:i—

| accepted.

1. How can we bestreach and influence those
who habitually neglect public worship ?

2. How can our devotional exercises be made
more interesting and profitable to the uncon-
verted ?

3. What measures are best adapted to arouse
the slumbering, warm the cold and formal, and

| revive the spiritually dead in our churches ?

4. What is the distinctive spbere of labour, as
between ministers and laymen,and into what
fields of labour may they enter in common in
seeking to advance the kingdom of Christ ? _

Reports of plans and results of successf
home missionsry work in different parts of the
country were communicated by the delegates.

A committee of one from nearly all of the
evangelical churches, (ten of which were repre-
sented in the Convention) w.. appointed to
seek, by systematic and united efforts of the
churches, individual members and religious or-
ganizations, to extend a krowledge of the gos-
pel to the masses around them, who were sel.
dom or never found in the house of God.

If for purposes of evil, and i also in business
life, the power of combin-tion is cmploye with
great effect, why may it no' be used more wide-
ly and effect:vely than it bas yet been in oppo-
sition to error and sin and for the furtherance
of the cause of the Redeemer ?

o>

weter.”
Jith, now o the New
M. L. Church, who

Lecture on “* "h:

The Rev. T. Berton :
England Conference of '
has been spending a few .'.ys in this city, de-
livered by request, befor: the Young Men's
Wesleyan Institute, on Tuesday evening of last
week, in the basement of Brunswick St. Church,
a Lecture on * Character.” The Lecture was
fraught with lessons of practical wisdom, especi-
ally adapted to young 1, exhibiting with
beauty and with force ihose elements of char-
acter essentizl to in life, and to the
formation of true Christian maahocl.  We
think that all present must have bLeeu both
s effort, and

¢ held in remem-
life of the young
I.-ssed such fruits

succe

pleased and profited b: 1
we hope that his adv.
brance, and produce in
men to whom they wciv adi
of holiness and usefuliicss a= v .. be to the praise
of God. We are quite un tLin the space
at our command, to o justice to the Lecture ;
yet we are happy ir. presenting to our readers
a synopsis, exhibiting itsJeading thoughts.

The speaker remarked that he had not come
1@ Halifax with the expectation of delivering
any.addiess, had come not to labor but to rest;
had uctantly¥consented to appear before
them, with. the understanding that such thoughts
as could be gathered with little or no study, and
presented without any formality should be

mo}\ important of all kinds
we mist rank a knowledge
of ourselves. It is with ourselves as in
struments, as agents, we\ accomplish the

most valuable purposes of Ne. Shall we
not tkoroughly know the meansNyy which we
act? Upon ourselves, as objects, wa act in the

most important operations of life. OQulbusiness
is to train, to cure, to cultivate ourseldes. A
teacher would know his pupil ; a pbysici;h, his
patient; an sgriculturalist, his ground. Aqd
we“should know ourselves, thoroughly : eve;)y
weak point, every strong point, every peculiar-
ity, every capability.

Yet this knowledge is not easily obtamned.
We do not love to gaze inwardly vpon ourselves,
because such gaze would not perhaps kindle
our admiration, or afford us pleasure. A mer-
chant delights in examining his books when
they show increase, prosperity, wealth, not when
they indicate loss or poverty. Or, we are dis-
posed to judge very partially, leniently of our-
selves ; and so our judgment is not beneficial.
What we would pronounce a wrong in another
that ought to be immediately corrected, is in
ourselves a peculiarity only; merely our way, a
lhabit we formed when young. r in special cir-
cumstances, or something inkerited, which there-
fore * we came honestly by.”

We ought to search ourselves, as diligently as
timid persons search a house, before they go to
bed ; going with their lamn into every room,
peering into every recess,
ding place, to !
their peace.

Others know us, take our guage anu ineasure-
ment, know our weak points, and defects.  Why
should we not know our '«? We know others ;
are continually making v ¢ ‘luates of them;
make it a point to study, not *buman nature
in general, but the natur: in | . ticular, of those
with whom we are, ch !r-n, pupils, servants,
Many pritl!' them lves on the ac-
such observar’ n aud knowledge.
stock ;" know then
»0 should we know

Among the
of knowledge,

mining, every hi-

sure t' re i:nc one to ' turb

employers.
curacy of
Merchants frequently “ tz
just what they are worth
what we have in every depa timent of
We should study our own conscicusness closely,
protractedly, faithfully. Wec should b ready
to hear what others sa> 1o us.
willing to hear of their defccts '—ii.w pride
and vanity (sensitivene-s we call them) rise
against it ! We ought (o be willir: to hear
our preachers in their most faiil ful u‘terances.
Not when they condemn J.o* or Noah or David,
but ourselves. Many go to preaching to hear
what they belicve in dd e, to hear what a
lovely place heaven is, no. to carn what they
are, so they may improve and be fit ‘o enter it

We ought to regard vl people say ot us
when they are angry

haracter.

How [ew are

themselves, “1 was vexed and I told him just
what I thought ¢f him.” Therc was probably
some error, some exaggeration, in such expres-
tions of opinion, but a good deal of truth worthy
of serious consideration.

The first requisite to formation of good char-
acter, is self-knowledge. The second is the
possession of a correct ideal of excellence. The
sculptor's conception of beauty is in his mind
perhaps for months ; in slumber and day dreams
he ponders it. He studies the works of the
masters to perfect his ideal—or even living
models. Raphael’s Madonnas-are, it may be,
portraits of living beauties—with beauty hight-
ened by the artist’s imacination.

Christianity gives us the only perfect ideal of
moral excellence, shows what a good man is
towards God, in submissior, trust, zeal, love ;—
towards man, in charity, mercy, patience, liber-
ality, beneficence ;—what in each rela‘ion to
wife or child, friend or enemy. It furnishes the
only perfect model—Christ. Him we should
study ; copy in every liceament of his features,
in every point of character. Would we know
what we should be? Let us ask what would
He be in the same position or relation ¥ What
as merchant, how honest and unselfish ! What as
mechanic? What as parent, to just such chil-
dren as 1 have? What as husband, to such a
wife as mine? What as teacher in Sunday
School to just such unteachable scholars?
What as minister of the Gospel ?
inspiration from the thought.

Thirdly. It would be well to put our ideal
in form, The sculptor puts his conception into
plastic clay, and as he examines it can judge
better of its excellence; can make improve-
ments We might profit by writing out our
conceptions of excellent character in full ; per-
baps in shape of - resolutions, as Edward's did.

God give us

‘.

\Wien they report of |

And no one can fail to profit from the study of

| those same resolufions of Edwards. '
Fourthly. The ideal should be wrought out

upon the character. When an architect draws
a plan and perfects it, he deliversit to mechanics
to execute it. A sculptor gives his plan, his
mode!, first in clay then in plaster. It is for the
workmen to make a fac-simile in marble. . 1} 1s
a mistaken idea that be takes mallet and chisel
—that belongs not to the artist but the workman.
But we must carrry out our own plans, be car-
penter as well as architect, and workman as
well as artist. We cannot delegate it to an-
other; no other can make us good. We must
work out our character alone. Yet, not alone:
The supreme director, God, is ever ready to
belp us. By prayer to Him, by communion
with Him, we are “ changed into the same
image.” But God will not do our work for us.
Patiently, persistently, must we chip, and cut,
and rub, and polisb, failing often, yet trying
again, till excellence is attained.

Many have beautiful ideals of character ; but,
alas! they never get them carried out. Let us
not be theorists, merely; such command little
respect, little advantage in any department.
Practical men are always in demand and in
honor.

The speaker here touched upon several
specific points of moral excellence. Purity,—
of thought, imagination, motive, and affection,
Liberality—urgiog young men to form the habit
of giving—giving on principle, not to some
fascinating collector or some eloquent advocate,
but for God and a good cause ; never to acquire
the unenviable reputation some, even rich men
and church members, have, of being close-fisted
and stingy. Liberality of feeling. Recognize
and accept what is good, in any nation, denom-
ination, or individual. Condemn and reject
what is wrong in any, however dear. Sincerity,
simplicity, and perfect truthfulness. He showed
how hese were exemplified in case of President
Lincoln  Honesty, in all positions, when one
prospers, when he loses, when he rises to riches,
when he fails. Do not fail with money in your
pocket, means to start again or live for a while
and do nothing.

Honor. Many who would not commit a dis-
honest act can yet do a very small act. Young
men don’t be mean men., Be noble, generous,
honorable.

Character is wealth, the best of weaith, wealth
that canunot be slienated without our consent.
It is equivolent to treasure laid wp in heaven,
which Christ commende. It is the riches towards
God, for neglecting which, God calls.the exten-
sive builder of barns and storehouses, a fool.

It is your capital, by which you secure advance-
ment,—your rescurce for pleasure. A man’s life
consisteth not in the abundance of things which
he posseseeth ; notin what he 2as, but what he
is. It is your resource for giving pleasure to
others. Your friends bave their emjoyment
with you, according not to what you bhave, but
what you are. A wife is happier far, when mar-
ried to a man, a pure, noble, lovicg man, how-
ever poor, than a money-bag however large.

It is your power to save men and glorily God.
What does the church need ? Learning ? Yes,
fet it be brought to bear upon the elucidation of
grand gospel themes. Eloguence? Yes, let it
burn and flow to turn men from sin to holiness.
But more than all Character. Let there be the
proper Christian Character in ministry and laity,
and the gates of hell will tremble at the march of
God’s grand army. Character will give force
tq your utterances. * Every cannor,” old Dr.

echer used to say, * should be three or four

es heavier than the metal it is designed to

" Whatever your position—or your ta-

lent\let your character be solid * let all the ends

you bim at be your Country’s, your God’s and
Truth’s,” and yours will be a noble record.

T o - — ———

\A/ddreu to Rev. A. W. Turner.

We have pleasure in giving insertion to the
following complimentary Address, presented to
the Rev. A. W. Turner on the eve of his de-
parture frcm his late Circuit, with Mr. Turner’s
reply, both documents having been forwarded
by the Circuit Steward of St. John'’s, N. F., for
publication in our columns :—

St. John's July 22nd, 1867.

REv. AND DEAR SIR,—As you have fully
completed your time on this Circuit, as pre-
scribed by the rules of the Connexion, ang
now about to remove not only from this CH
but from the Colony altogether, we, the ol
members of the Wesleyan Methodist Cl
beg respectfully to tender to you this exf
of our esteem and love. A

In looking back over the period of

tual necessities of your congregation
and in the outports of the Circuit;

Schools ; to your suggestions and labour irigl
ganising and completing a system ot Tfj
distribution, which is day by day becoming
more extended and valued by many of our
people ; and to your efforts for the formation of
a Seaman’s Library, which, although not fully
in operation, will, we hope, yet prove a blessing
to many of our eeamen.

We believe that many of your telling appeals,
both to the aged and the young, have been re-
membered ; and while we rejoice in the fruit
already produced by your ministrations, we
would pray that the seed sown may still con-
tinue to grow up and yield an abundant harvest.
In your removal we shall lose one who, in all
the business affairs of the Circuit, manifested a
deep interest; and whese abilities, judgment,
and christian love always commanded our
respect.

We beg to present to Mrs. Turner our best
wishes for her health and bappiness.

In conclusion, Rev. and dear Sir, we bid you
farewell, praying that your future spherés of
labour may be congenial, and your ministerial
efforts greatly blessed with encouraging results ;
and when you shall have finished the work
assigned you to do on earth, that the Lord the
righteous Judge may reward you with a “ Crown
of Righteousness that fadeth not away.”

Signed on behalf of the members of the Quar-
terly Meeting.

GEorRGE W, MEws,
Circuit Steward.
To the Rev. A. W. Turner, Wesleyan Minister.

MR. TURNER'S REPLY.
St. John's, Newfld., July 22, 1867.
Mr. George W. Mews.

My DEARr Sir,—1I beg, through you, to thank
the members of the Quarterly Meeting for all
the expressions of kindness contained in your
address. You have been so good as to take the
most favourable view of everything ; and, while
I cannot but be conscious of many short-comings
and omissions, I feel it to be matter of thankful-
ness that I am allowed to leave the Circait
under such circumstances, and with such mani-
festations of good feelings and christian love.
At the close of my connection with those among
whom I have for three years laboured with
varying feelings, and, I must confess, with vary-
ing zeal, I would say from my heart :—* Peace
be within thy walls, and prosperity within thy

iR\l setting out.

N charged with the concerns of s mighty realm,

| and night.

. '?cilﬁgbt all day.”—Alas how many who desire

palaces. For my
sake, peace be within thee.”

Mrs. Turner joins me in wishing you,
whom you represent, all temporal and spiritual
prosperity. Yours sincerely,

ALFRED W. TURNER.

How to Begin the Day, or Taking
Time to Pray-
BY MRS, PHEBE PALMER.

+ I think you could not have taken time to
pray this morning.” Those words were said by
my own dear friend toa little girl she had taken
to perform light service in the household. On
the day referred to the child bad been unusally
neglectful, and things connected with her little
every day duties seemed to have taken a disas-
trous turn, and as the houts of the day were
thus wearing away amid childsh petulances, my
friend thus kindly reproved her youthful charge
by saying, ‘I think you could not have taken
time to pray this morning.’

The child looked embarrassed, and then frank-
ly acknowledged that such bad been her hurry
*hat really she had not. The next day as the
hours flew swiftly and pleasantly by, unusual
prosperity seemed to mark all the ways snd‘do-
ings of the child. _The change was too manifest
to escape the observation of the Christian lady.
Toward evening the little girl exclaimed.

« Mrs. B. bave you noticed how nicely every-
thing bas gone on to-day ?’

My friend bad with grateful feelings noted
the difference, and Was glad to say, ¢ Yes in-
deed.’

« Well I took time to pray to day, said the
child. .

May not some of our readers, who long since
passed the days of childhood, thus account for
some unprosperous, unhappy days, when both
spiritual and temporal prosperity seemed want-
ing ? .

sacrifice, and devoting its first hour in devotion
to God, by offering that which costs something
in ease, the hour has been sacrificed to the in-
dulgence of flesh, unmindful of the command,
¢ Seek ye first the kingdom of God and his righte-
ousness.” That is, give the service of God, and
the homagéwdue to him as your King and Law-
giver, the prior claim on your time. Show him
how much you honor Him by sacrificing the first
fruits of each new day. And then after haying
all things adjusted, and all your redeemed pow-
ers afresh presented to the Lord of the universe,
through the blood of the everlasting covenant,
you may expect that all needful for life and god-
liness will be added.

O take time to pray! Don't let the world and
the flesh get such a mastery over you that you
cannot get the choicest part of the day for unin-
terrupted fellowship with God. ' You need
strength with every new day, for new and un-
tried emergencies. Your entire Christian course
ought to be onward and upward. Each day you
may be passing a way that you have not passed
heretofore. New tests of faith and new expe-
riences in the Divine life are just what you ought
to expect, and every day you willineed a fresh
supply of grace to glorify God in your body and
spirit by serving your generation according to his
will.

Never, unless physical disabilities prevent,
partake of temporal food until your spiritual
nature has first been refreshed with the bread of
life. 1t is written, * Man shall not live by bread
alone, but by every word that proceedeth out of
the mouth of God.” Honour the God of the
Bible by msking it your first book in the
morning and your last book at night. If possi-
ble read st least s chapter on your bended knees
each morning, pleading that the same spirit
that moved holy men to write the mind of the
Spirit may be given to open the Scriptures to
your understanding. Thus may you be enabled
to begin each day in getting nearer to God,
knowing more of the mind of the Spirit, and
better fitted to walk worthy of him uoto all
pleasing.

Luther in his most pressing labours felt the
time spent in communion with God was greatly
important. When most pressed with his gigan-
tic toils from the heavenly Master he would
say, ‘ I have so much to do that I cannot get on
without three hours a-day of praying.’

Gen. Havelock wculd rise at four, if the hour
for merching was six, rather than lose the preci-
ous privilege of communion with God before

Daniel, though a manof great business, being

found time to retire three times at least daily,
for prayer and fellowship with the King of
kings.

David, amid ali his diversified cares, found
time to get alone with God at morning, noon
On another occasion he says, ¢ Se-
ven times a day do I praice thee.’

Sir Matthew Hale says, *‘ If I omit praying
and reading God’s word in the morning, nothing

0 piease God, and live holily before him, serv-
igg their generation according to his will, make
many failures by not beginning the day right, or
in other words, ¢ taking time to pray.’—Zion's
Herald.

Spiritual Power.
“ Ye shall receive power, after that the Holy
Ghost is come upon you.” The brightest and
noblest type of power wielded in the earth is
that of an intense spiritual heart—a heart quick-

zeal for the divine glory. The impartation of

son’s strength lay i his hair; but bis lies in
immediate association with Christ, the source of
ell power, by a living, mighty faith.

soul a quickening moral eaergy on his fellows

and blessedness, wuere is, (Leic must be, personal
union and communion with Christ.

The branches, seveied from the vine, could yield
grapes as readily as Christians fruit away
from Christ. As easily could the sters fling

l??rt from the sun,or the flowers regale our
vision with their many-hued colors and beauty
apart from the light, as man could be the instru-

Christ is the lesson of all time ; with Him power
to act on the world and raise it heavenward al-
most without limitation.
sible unto him that believeth.” Let us glance
at some of the exhibitions of the power of which

terrogatively for the sake of brevity :

laid hoid by prayer and faith at Jerusalem on
tl?e energy that made the worlds ? And what
did they not do in hurling to the dust religious

Instead of commencing the day in a spirit of

ened by the Spirit of God and all a flame with | bountifully witk thee.”

divine influence by the blessed Spirit is the secret | sleepers, who doze away their time in charch,
of the good man’s power in the world. Sam- [because they have no love for the word of God,

Weak and | loaded their stomachs with food, not under-
powerless as other men apart from Christ ; yet | standing, perhaps, or not considering, that on
with, and through Christ, like Paul, he “ can |the day on which they do not work' neither
do all things. There can go out of no man’s [should they eat as m1uch as on other da'yl.

unless a divine pulse throbs in that soul. Where | pefied and fall asleep bécause they breathe a
v.t.:ere is individual icfluence flowing out on so- | heavy polluted atmosphere, which has been
ciety as from a living fountaic, and raising | breathed over and over by their fellow-worship-
bumarity vp to higher levels of thought, purity | pers and fellow-sleepers.

i . paying to nsture the debt out of which they
A part from me ye can produce no fruit.” | have being trying to cheat ber, by working too
much and sleeping too little.

whose billious tendencies tyrannize over them
down upon us their brilliance from the heavers | especially in crowded or ill-ventilated places o;
worship, in spite of their resolves and efforts.

with solemn rebuk i i
ment of beneficent influence and ection to his decency of the pr:c:)i:e.ms'll‘;iv:\r:;?o.f':)d ::.
fellows apart from Christ. No power without |first kind ; but it is not adapted to all chrue:
Some resort to bitter irony, or merry ridicule.
. hoping by these to induce sleepers to open lhoh:
“ All things are pos- | eyes and mend their manners.
ml;ch co;zﬁience in either of these remedies ;
and we think that the

we .speak. They are everywhere, confined to no | sometimes profane lhepi:::ize::f ‘;}h:d u“. them
period, locality or race. We pat the case in- | much as the sleepers themaselves. e

What did the Apostles do, reader, toward i

‘ ‘ : s | type of the disease. In some cases ti

‘ turning the world up-side down” until they | be more efficacious than prayer '“J;“:l::‘::h::zlcd :

companiment. Light food in moderate quant; ;
: tit

on the Sabbath is best for both body a(:d soul’:

and most conducive to the spiritual enjoyment

' the waters after they were * endued with power | ventilation is an excellent
and all | from on bigh ?” What lighted up the flames  sponsibility of much of the

of the Reformation aod started Europe’s slum-

bering, dead masses toward God and spiximnl!
life, but the taking hold of God by Luther and |
other noble souls, and the throwing on the world |
those divive forces which they obtaized by faith |
and communion with the Omnipotent 7 What

« yevived expiring religion in the world ” when |
the Establishment and Non-conformity no longer

had power to move men's bearts toward God, |
but * the strauge warming * of Wesley’s heart |
and kindred hea?ts by the Spirit of God ? What |
but the faith, spiritus! energy, mighty toi's and |
sacrifices of the Asburian pioneers and veterans |
of the Gospel in the formative period of this |
country, can eccount, under divine blessing, for
« the goodly heritage 7 we crjoy to-day ?  Who
can believe that the thousands of Christian tem-
ples, the many glorious monuments xnd institu-

were giants in those days ; " and that men wanis
ability to perceive things, cr moral honesty, who
can sepérete the greatness of this counury iu any
respect from the men of spiritual might who
wrought in it for God and bumanity before he
was born ?

“ Without me ye can do nothing.” How has
the whole history of the Cnurch confirmed this
utterance of Jesus. When did Zion in any
sge or among any people fail i0 conquer ber
enemit 8, however formidable in numbers or in-
trenched in position, when she girded herself to
battle in the name and power of the Crucified ?
Let Jerusalem, Rome, Athens, Worms, acd a
thousand other glorious battle-fields in different
parts of the earth answer. When has the
Cnurch not lost ground snd s ff:red eclipee
when she has moved forward without Christ at
he bead of her columns—when, in other words,
she has departed from the faith, compromised
ber integrity, or dallied with the world? A
forcible writer says: ¢ Where there is faith
there is strengih. When feith diee, strength
foilows. In Athens, in Rome, in Jerusalem, it
is the same story—the glorious period is the be-
lieving period. When God became a name
end the temple worshipped a form, they rotted
and died.” No fact stands out in bolder relief
on the psges of her bistory than that the Church
has in a!l agee, when spiritual and pure, achie-
ved her grandest corquests in the face of the
bitterest trials and bloodiest persecutions. The
brigbtest niches in her history are those which
merk her triumph, when to human reason her
cause was the darkest and most forlorn of hoges.
Her prosperous friends, wheu the world smiled
rather than frcwred upon ber, have salways
been her most dangerous ones.

Power is what the Church needs to-day more
than ever—power in its individual and sggre-
gate memtership. Much has been achieved for
God and our race by the Church of Christ; but
bow mighty, how vast the work yet to be ac-
complished ! We are thronged on every side
by lost and depraved bumanity ; multitudes, sll
unredeemed and on their way to perdition jos-
tle us in the walks of life. How much of that
spiritual power which telle on other hearts when
it thrills our own celestisl bopes, do we need in
order that we may win some of these lost ones
around us to Jesus and heavern ? Without this
beartfelt, precious power, there will be no per-
tuasive, maguetic itfluence about our words to
them sbout their souls snd their peril. David
felt this when he lost his power by a great sin,
and when he so fervenotly prayed: * Restore
unto me the juy of Thy salvation ; then shall I
teach transgressors Thy ways, and sinners’
shall be converted unto Thee.” How intense
and keen the consciousuess of his great<loss—
of religious joy to his own heert and of effec-
tive spiritual influence on the hearts and welfare
of others! How importsnt, reader, that we
have individual power in view of the relation of
the salvation of our fellow-men thereto? If
every religious lifé involves the happiness and
destiny of souls, can that life be too spiritual
and epergetic ? Be it our ambiticn, reader,
now end henceforth, to covet spiritual gilts, to
seek after the highest measure of spiritual power,
that we mey have the priceless joy of salyation
in our ow. hearts, and may so lay out our influ-
ence on others that'we may be the helpers of
their joy and the instruments of their salvation.
—Pittsburgh Ad.

Sleeping in Church.

Our census returns, though very full and par-
ticular on many points, do not undertake to give
the number or proportion of persons who are
addicted to the babit of sleeping during the pub-
lic worship of God. It is known, however, to
be very large, and it is thought by some to be
increasing. The practice is not confined to the
ungodly, but is likewise found among professors
of religion, and even among the officers of the
Church. There is hardly an asscciation, or a
county, which has not at least one church in
which there is not at least one deacon who often
sleeps in meeting. It has been said, indeed,
that ministers and doctors of divinity have been
seen nodding, if not napping ; but this is proba-
bly an exaggeration. Or, if it is true of the
last named class, they may find some extenuation
of their fault in the natural and almost inevita-
ble reaction after the overstrained bodily and
mental efforts by which thay have purchased to
themselves this good degree. ¢ Return unto
thy rest, O my soul, for the Lord hath dealt

There are various classes. There are careless

no interest in the preacher’s message.
There are full-fed sleepers who bave over-

There are foul air sleepers, who become stu-

There sre tired sleepers, who are unwillingly

And fioally there are constitutional sleepers,

What is the cure for this evil. Some treat it

We have not

The remedy should be adapted to the peculiar

tions of Christianity which everywhere meet us, |
stand up in their majesty and might ajart from . New Testament, one of sleeping
their spiritual labor and influence? ** There | prayer meeting, and one of sleepi

racter.
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as revealed iu the Bible, that t
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notto work so hard on Saturday, '
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cannot do either of these 'ill'lou: taki
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them attend to their
suitable medicines.
It is an ancient evil, this sleenins :
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|ly fell asleep in the Prayer meeting in (o
m.a.ne, Jesus used no harsh denunclnu:h.
bx'tmg sarcasm, no provoking ridicyle b' "
mild admonition, a gentle rebuke, lcn‘d .
postulation, even a generous apology. e\:';:
the yourg man at Troas got sleep y dn
Paul's sermon, and fell from o upper h'ﬂ
dow, the apostle did not say, "Gom; m'"l-
for bim ; Le might have kept awake : let :::h
go and bury | im as soon as they p!o‘uu N Nn
be considered that the hour was late, lt;n (:;
sermon was long ; and he went down ued pr :
ed the young man to life again, and nmrh‘i:
and bis family away comforted. There
thing to be learned from these exam T‘"l"
Watchman and Reflector. -

Eloquence of the Pulpit.

There is no elcqu.nu .lin that of the pulpit,
when the preacher is gifted and in earnest—
Greece bad her Pe.ticlu and U'Iouhnu, -d
Rome her Horteasius and Cicero, Many other
great orators we could mention, But whep
Greece and Rome 'hsd a0 intellectual existence
such as that to which our modern times furnish
no parallel, in our absorbing pursuit of pleasure
aud gein, and amid the wealth and mechanical
inventions, there were, even in thoge classic
lands, but few orators whose names have des-
cended to our times, while in the church jn
degenerated period, when lecture and science
were nearly extinet, there was a grester number
of Christian orators than classic aatiquity fur-
nished. Yea, in those dark and miserable ages
which succeeded the; fall of the Roman Empire,
there were in every land remarkable pulpit ora-
tors, like those who fanned the Crusades. There
was elcquence in the middle ages outside the
church. Bernard exercised a far greater power
thar Cicero in the fulness of his fame. And in
our modern times, what orators.have arisen like
those whom the Reformation produced, both in
Roman Catholic church and among the sects
which protested against her P What orator has
Germany given birth to equa) in fame to Luther?
What orator in France has reached the celebrity
of Bossuet, or Bourdaloue, or Massillion ? Even
amid all the excitement attending the change of
government, who have had power over the peo-
ple like a Lacordiaire or Monod P

In Eogland the great orators have been
preachers, with a few exceptions ; and these men
would bave been still greater in the art of publie
speaking had they been trained in the chureh,
In our day we have seen great orators in secalar
life, but they yield in fascination either to those
who are accustomed to speak from the sacred
desk, or to those whose training has been cleri-
cal, like many of our popular lecturers. Nothing
ever opened such an arena of eloquence as the
preachiog of the gospel either in the ancient,
the medimval, or the modern world, not merely
from the grandeur and importance of the themes
discussed, but also from the number of the
speakers.

In a legislative assembly, where all are sup-
poted to be able to eddress an audience, and
some are expected to be elcquent, only two or
thres can be heard in a day. Only some twenty
or thirty able speeches are delivered in Con-

Eogland or the United States, some thirty thou-
sand preachers are speaking at the same lime;
many of whom are far more gifted, learned and
brilliant than any found iu the great councils of
the nation.  Nor is this elcqaence conficed to
the Protestant church; it exists: also in the
Roman Catholic, iu every land. There are no
more earnest und inepiring orators than in Italy
or France. Even in ruae snd unlettered sod
remote districts, we often hear specimens of elo-
quence which would be wenderful in Clpil.lll.-
What chance has the bar, io s large oity,

compared with the pulpit, for the display of ele-
quence P Probably there are more elcquent ad-
dresses d. livered every Sunday from the various
pulpits of Christendom than were pronounced
by all the orators of Greece during the whole
period of her political existence. Doubtless
there are more touching snd effsctive nppellll
made to the popular heart every Sunday in

every Christian land than sre made during the

whole year besides on subjects enemi'nlly secu-
lar. Then what an impulse have puipit orators

given to objects of a strictly philagthropic che-

The Church has been ibe nurse “J.d
mother of all schemes of benevolence eince It

was organized. It is itself a great pbilnnthr?pn
institution, binding up the wounds of the priso-
ners, relieving the distressed, and stimul
great enterprises. For all of this the pulpit bas
been callec upon and bas lent its aid ; so thst
the world has been more indebted to the elo-
quence of divines than to
Who can calculate the mora
dred and fifty thousand to two hundr
sand Christian preachers in 8 WOr
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ity and learning ?
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