LATEST BUDGET PROVIDES

FOR ABOUT 65 MILLION POUNDS
YEARLY BY NEW TAXATION

'New Taxes on Amusements, Railway Tickets
and Increase of Old Rates on Tea, Sugar,
etc.— War Costing $25,000,000 Daily—
Expenditure Came Below Estimated Fig-

" ure for Year.

London, April 4—When the House and making provision for interest and
iof Commons met shortly before three|liberal sinking fund.

io'clock to hear the
ispeech of the war and the second
wsince Mr. McKenna took over the
chancellorship, there was a full at-
tendance of members and the galler-
fes were well filled, chiefly by busi-
jness men who had a direct interest in
/the new taxation proposed.
the fact that the new t{axation will
make the annual bill of the people of
Great Britain the largest in the his-
tory of the country and that there is
in plain view a national debt of £3,-
500,000,000 with a debt charge which
is double the annual expenditure and
taxation for a generation, the general
public took but little interest in the
{occasion.

Mr. McKenna said a generous al-
{lowance would have to be made for
,the difficulty of framing exact esti-
imates in view of such questions as
the shortage of tonnage and restric-
tlon upon foreign trade, and he had
,assumed that the war would last dur-

¢ Ju the whole of the financial year.

fourth budget

5
00,000 below the estlmnte. said the
chancellor. Great Britain's allies had
been assisted to the amount of £264,-
000,000 and er dominions to the

_ amount of 000,000,

The chancellor was able to open his
speech in a cheerful strain, as the fig-
ures published March 31 showed rev
enue to exceed thh estimates by £21,-
000,000, while the expenditure was un-
der the estimate by almost the same
figure. The treasury, consequently, is
£62,000,000 better off than it was ex-
pected it would be at the end of the
last financial year.

Mr. McKenna said the maximum in-
come tax would be five shillings in
the pound. The chancellor estimated
the revenue at £509,000,000 and the
deficit at £1,323,000,000,
deficit would be made
rowing.

The chancellor said that there had
been a saving both in the estimates
as to the amounts needed for the as-
| sistance of the nation’s allies and its
dominions due, in the case of the do-

‘mhlons to the public spirited action

of Canada, which raised loans in her

own territory.

Despite | taplishments,

I

the estimate and the actual expendi-|
ture for assistance to the Allies was|continued the chancellor, the govern-
largely due to delays, and would ulti-| ment was making ample provision for

mately approximate the estimate.

New Taxation.

In opening his budget speech, the
chancellor sald it was essumed that
the war would last during the whole
of the financial year. The chancellor
proposed putting a tax on amusements
including theatres, moving picture es-
football matches and
horse races. The tax on these would
be graduated according to the charge
for admission,

A tax of one penny on railway tick-
ets costing between nine pemce and
one shilling, with a penny tax for
each additional shilling.

An additional half-penny tax om
sugar. This, it was calculated, would
produce a revenue of £7,000,000.

Other taxes announced were an ad-
ditional duty imposed on cocoa of
from three and a half pence to six
pence a pound and upon coffee and
chicory from three pence to six penoce

a pound, these taxes yielding £2,000,.
000; a match tax of four pence per
thousand, yielding £2,000,000; miner-
al waters four pence per gallon when

.The chancellor also announced ' in-
creased duties on motor licenses,
which are trebled on high powered
cars and doubled on those below six-
teen horsepower, these taxes to pro-
duce £800,000.

The tax on war profits is increased
by from fifty to sixty per cent. and
would amount to nearly £65,000,000.

The chankcellor said it had been de-
cided not to resort to gny gemeral
tariff measures, and that it had been
preferred to deal with the importat-
tfon of luxuries by stopping them al-
together. .
Reduction in Beer and Spirits Reve-

nues.

The chancellor anticipated a reduc-

He sald the|tion in the beer revenue of 3,000,000
good by bor|pounds, and in the spirits revenue of

2,000,000 pounds. The recently impos-
ed taxes on tea and tobacco would
continue throughout the finangcial
year, and a~second budget in July
would be necessary, The question of
the further taxation of these commo-

dities would then arise, In any case,

he said, the existing taxation would

The difference between1be continued,

By the present scale of taxation,

He|the services of the war, and when

mphulzed the power of British trade|peace came the country would have a

shown in the revenme returns.

The actual deficit on the year, con-
tinued the cHancellor was £1,200,000,
000, while the debt on March 31 was
£2,140,000,000 as compared with a
debt of £651,000,000 before the war,
but that was not a dead weight debt,
fhe added, as £368,000,000 had been
lent the Allies. That was on the debit
side. On the credit side was an in-
creased yleld by new taxation which
gave the pation's credit or its full as-
surance that they were properly
secured. Not a pound was borrowed
without making provision for interest
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considerable margin for the reduc-
tion of taxation. The figures proved
Great Britain’s ability to continue.the
war with unabated vigor.

MAJOR PRINGLE SAILS
FOR HOME ON LEAVE.

London, April 4—(Montreal Gazette
cable)—Major John Pringle, of Syd-
ney, N. 8., has sailed for Canada by
the Scandinavian on two months'
leave. He has been with the first div-
ision.

A PAAAANANAAAAPAAIAADS

THE FUND IS OVER $800

A few more contributions such as were réceived on
Monday and Tuesday, will bring the 140th Batt. Band
Fund close to the thousand dollar mark. From far-off

Chicago came a gift of fifty dollars yesterday.

If Mrs.

James Brown, who forwarded a gift from the Three K
Circle will send her address to The Standard the contrib-
.ution will be acknowledged by the treasurer of Bruns-

wick Chapter, 1. O. D. E.

Previously acknowledged. .-
Major J. A. Boak, Chicago
BLA Bilton .. .
Catherine Tilton .. .. ..

Mrs. C. B. Lockhart . .....
B Maonsh .
The Three K's Cn-cle (Mrs. Jas. Brown)

. $748.17
50.00
10.00

1.00

5.00
10.00
10.00

. .

. .

STRONGLY ENDORSE
WEST SIDE ROUTE
FOR VALLEY RY.

Public Meeting at Armstrong’s
Corner Approves of Change
and Urges Connection with
C. P. R! at Welsford.

Special to The Standard,

Fredericton, Apnil 4.-—-At a public
meeting held at Armstrong's Corner,
Queens County, a resolution was pass-
ed approving of the proposal to change
the route, of the St. John Valley Rafil-
way from the socalleq east side route,
and urging that the line he construct-
ed so ag to make connection with the
C/P.R. at Welsford and thus reach St.
John.

The meeting was unanimously in fa-
vor of the resolution and it was points
ed out that the changes proposed
would greatly assist in opening up ex-
tensive coal flelds of Clones and
iron mines at Headline, while the fine
agricultural district through which the
road would pass is in need of rallway
facilitles, The gection would also pro-
vide a sufficient freight traflic in lum-
her to make it a paying local business.

The, n, hps peon to"

y MULA.,
W. H. McCracken, ch man of the
committee, is as follows:

“Resolved, that as the government
has decided to abandon the route of
the Valley Railway via crossing of St.
John river, this meeting begs to lay
before your honored government the
need of this section of the county for
railway accommodation, as we beleve
we have the shortest and best outlet
for the Valley Railway by 'making con-
nections with the O.P.R. at Welsflord
and opening up. the coal fields of
Clones and iron mines of Headline. Tt
would also pass through a fine agri-
cultural district in need of railway fa-
cilitles and there is an abundance of
lumber that would be shipped that
would make frelght tratfic for years.

“As wyour homored government is
deaply interested in the development
of the resources of the province, we
would therefore pray that you would
make a survey of the proposed route
from at or below Upper Gagetown to
‘Welsford before deciding on any other
route, that being the original location
of the Valley Rallway and first pro-
posed, and we trust that you will give
this moute your careful consideration,
and feel confident that by so doing
you will find it the cheaper ang the
shortest route,

“We also wish to express our satis-
faction with the government as far as
they have gone in the construction of
the Valley Raflway and also our con-
fidence in the government that the
change in location of, the route is in
the best interests of the pl‘ovmce %

INOTHER AR
| RAID, BUT NO
GASUALTIES

Zeppelin Crossed East Anglian
Coast-* Early Yesterday
Morning but Did Not Re-
main Long.

London, April 4—No damage was
caused by last night's Zeppelin raid,
it was announced officially today and
there were no casualties. The state-
ment follows:

“A Zeppelin 1is reported to have
crossed the Hast Anglian coast be-
tween two and three o'clock this
(Tuesday) morning. -The airship does
not seem to have beew long over the
land. Although several explosions
are reported no fragments of bombs
have been discovered up to date. No
damage was caused and no casualties
have been traced.”

LAURIER
RESOLUTION
VOTED DOWN

Commons Votes 83 to 45
gainst Parliamentary
Probe Into Shell
Charges.

LAURIER NOT CALLED
TO RIDEAU HALL.

Sir Thomas White Refutes
Statements of Carvell and
Kyte that Dominion Iron &
Steel Co, Were Refused

4—Parliament,
ority of eighty-
three to m
the resolution ¢
which called
vestigation into.
Oommittee and
vestigation
ment. 3
Such an investi
eral leader d

Wilfrid Laurier
parHamentary in
e work of the Shell
the judicial in-

py the govern-

as the Lib.
would have re-
: ssoene of politi-
.~#8 'the country would
¥ihave had to witness the debasing
spectacle of members of parliament
fighting for political ammunition over
contracts for shells and fuses, while
men are bleeding in defence of their
country.

Sir Wilfrid admitted - himself to-
night that it would be a political bat-
tle between partisans, and as proof
that he had become geized of the fact

that the feeling in the country was|®

against such an inquiry, he stated that
he walved the question of an investi-
gation by a parliamentary committee.
But Sir Wilfrid, bereft of the only ar-
gument he had for mot withdrawing
his resolution when he found that the
Prime Minister had ordered an inves
tigation, fell back upon the weak at-
titude that the inquiry into the work
of the Shell Committee should be gen-
eral in its character. In other words,
he wants teor set out on a fishing expe-:
dition for political capital.

G. W. Kyte has made charges. He
is the only member of the opposition
who has done so. The charges w
be investigated.
has said that if any other charges are|

made they also will be investigated.| mado

Nothing could be fairer than this.
It is a fact that many of the Con-

MOVE IN WEST
CK MORE LOST GROUND
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| ADVANCING HUNS RAKED BY

FRENCH CURTAIN OF FIRE '
AND RETREAT IN DISORDER

SENTRY FIRES AT PROWLER,
BULLET KILLS SUSSEX WOMA

Shot Fired by Private Best of 104th Battalion at Suspicious
Stranger Enters House 500 Yards Distant Causing In-
stant Death of Mrs. Jennie Cook — Best Exonerated.

Speclal to The Standard,

Sussex, N. B., April 4—A shocking
tragedy occurred here at an early hour
this morning, when Mrs. Jennie Cook
was instantly killed, accidentally, by a
bullet discharged from a rifie in the
hands of Private Frank 1., Best of St.
John, a member of B Co,, 104th Bat-
talion. An inquest was held this af-
ternoon before Coroner Fenwick W.
Wallace at which the facts regarding
the lamentable affalr were brought'to
light.

Edward Arnold, sworn, said: "I re-
side in the town of Sussex and am a
farmer. Mrs. Jennie Cook was in my
employ since yesterday at noon, About
half past two this morning I had just
left the room where my wife lay il and
had been out about 16 minutes when 1
heard a fall.

Found Woman on Floor:

“I rushed into the room and found
Mprs. Cook lying on the floor. I picked
her wp and I knew she was dead as
soon as I took hold of her. I put @
pitlow under her head and went ¢o the
rectory of Rev. Mr. Shewen and tele-
phoned from theére for Dr. Burnett,
who came at once. I moticed blood

flowing from the deceased but thought
i* was from her ear. The doctor told
me she was dead and had died before
she struck the floor. Afiter he had
gone my sisterin-law, Miss Gorham,
called my attention ¢o the looking

ss which had been broken. As soon
as | saw this 1 kmew it was from a
bullet,
Bullet Hole In Boards.

“I examined it and found a Hole in
the boards behind the glass and in the
wall back of it. I then went outside
and saw the entrance of the hole in
the clapboards opposite the hole in
the glass. The room was in the sec
ond story firont of the house, west end.
The bullet ig in the casing of the door
now on the opposite side of the room
from the looking glass. The body had
been taken away and I called up Un-

j11 | dertaker Wallace and asked him-if he
Sir Robert Borden‘“‘“" found any marks on the body and

he had and thought they were
v a bullet. I heard no shot
fired.

Dr.

J. U. Burnett told of being sum-

servative members of parliament went | @oned and finding Mrs. Cook’s body on

home during the last week-end to dis-|the floor, beside Mrs. Arnold’s bed.|residence of.Edward Arnold,
the feeling in the| There was a considerable quantity Ofltown of Sussex, N. B, in the County ot | declared that

cover what was
country, and they have come back
satisfleq that the action of the gov-
ernment in ordering an investigation
into the Kyte charges has met with
the thorough approval of the vast ma-
jority of the people. They are satis-
fled that justice will be done the coun-
try by Sir William Meredith and Mr.
Justice Duff, that their interests will

@|be consesved and that political par-

tisanship over a matter which should
be far away above party politics will
be eliminated.

Four members of the Conservative
party voted with the opposition. Hon,
Andrew Broder was one of them. It
has been known for years, however,
that Mr. Broder expected to be made
a cabinet minister in 1911, and it was
a keen disappointment to him that he
was not. Since then he has been a
candidate for the Board of Rafilway
Commissioners, and he had beew dis
appointed in this also. Further he has
been anxious to be appointed to the
Senate. These seem to be the chief
reasons for hig vote tonight.

As to the others, W. F. MacLean,
P, E. Lamarche, and A. A. Mondoux,
they have never been recognized au

party men
always been an mdependent. whlla
the two latter are Nationalists.

Sir Thos. White.

Ottawa, April 4—At the opening of
the House Sir Wiltrid Laurier called
attention to press reports to the effect
that His Royal Highness, the Governor
General, had sent for him to advise
him as to the course he should follow
in connection with “a certain investi
gation.” The leader of the opposition
sald that he regarded the Governor-
General as a model representative

j the sovereign, and that perhaps, thero-

4{Coutinued on page 2)

|

and emerged at the left. The wound
was sufficient to cause instant death.”

Heard Shot Fired.

G. Hazen Adair told of having heard
a shot fired about 20 minutes past two
and hearing the military guard turn
out.”

Private Frank L. Best, of St. John,
sworn, said: “I am a private in the
104th Battalion stationed at Sussex,
I vas on guard duty as a sentry at 2
o'clock of the 4th inst. My beat was

the concrete at the dairy school
where B Co. is quantered, up the front
stréet and then to the rear, in other
words around the dairy school. My
beat was from 1 a. m. to 3 a. m.”

Best saild that shortly after 2 o'clock
he saw a man by the canteen on the
opposite side of the road by the end
of the bridge, and he stood for a while
keeping watch on him and he saw him
take a step from the canteen and stoop
over as if he was picking up a rock,

fous and he seemed to be gradually
working his way in the dark toward
the building.

Summons Guard,

Best then shouted “halt” at the top
of hig voice but got no answer and re
peated his demand to halt three times,
after which he blew his whistle sev
eral times to summon the guard,
the man seemed to be getting closer on
the edge of the banking
guards were coming out,” Best con-
tinued, “I took a shell from my pocket,
pait dt in the rifle and as he still kept
coming closer I fireq a shot at him.
The shot went as if it hit a rock or a
tree. I fired at the man's feet. Our
orders are not to let anybody pasg dur
lines after dark without being accom-
panied by a commissioned or non-com-
missioned officer. If they don’t hailt
after being ordered to do three
times we are dinstructed to fire. He
told of the guards turning out and
searching for the man but were unable
to locate him.”

The Verdict.
The finding of the coroner’s jury was
3 follows:
“That the said Mrs. Jennie Cook died

while the R

Repulsed Completely in Ate:
tempt to Press Furthen
South Against French tﬁ

. Douaurnont.

ATTACK ON HAUCOURT
ALSO FALLS THROUGH

Floods Continue on Eastern
Front Impeding Infantry
Fighting But Artillery Fire
of Russians Increased in
Violence.

An attempt by the Germans to nre:;s
farther south against the French in
the region of Douaumont, northeast of
Verdun, has met with repulse and con-
siderable losses. In the same sector,
north of Caillette wood, the French
have continued their progress in driv.
ing back the Teutons.

The German attack south of Douaue
mont was launched against the French
first lines of defense, but the French
raked the advancing Teutons with:
their curtain of five, m guns ﬂ
infantry: fire, foreing -them
in disorder northwest
Chauffour wood.

An attack by the Germans on thae-
town of Haucourt, northwest of Vers
dun, also failed, as likewise did an at-
tempt to reach the French trenches
near Seppose, in the Vosges moun-
tains. Elsewhere along the western
front there have only been reciprocal
bombardments and some action on the
line held by the British. On the Rus-
sian front the artillery activity of the
ns on the lake region southeast
of Dvinsk has increased, but in gen-
eral no important changes in the posie

tions of the Russians and Germans:
have taken place.

toward the

The Budget.

Another Zeppelin air raid was made
on England Monday night—the fourth
in as many days. Berlin says that
fortifications near Yarmouth were at.
tacked. A British official statement as-
serts that no casualties resulted and
that no damage was done.

In presenting the new budget in the
House of Commons, the British Chan.
rcellor of the Exchequer estimated the
| direct war expenditure of Great Brit-
ain for the present year at b
000,000, the total expenditure amount-
ing to about £5,000,000 daily. He

;on the fourth day of April, 1916, at the | provided for new taxation amounting

in the

blood bestde her and the pillow under| Kings, and that the cause of her death
her head and clothing were saturated | was, we believe, from a bullet fired by
with blocd. There was blood on heﬂme gentry on guard at the Provincial |Ring of the war.

face apparently flowing
mouth.

Saw She Was Dead.

“l saw she was dead but did not|

make any examination of the body be-
cause I did not want to disturb Mrs.
Arnold unnecessarliy, and the body
was removed from the room and take—n
to the undertaker’'s morgue. This
morning about ten o'clock I viewed the
body. 1 found a wound immediately

}
6

from her ery school in the discharge of his

duty. and the jury find from the evi-
dence given that no blame can be at-
tached to the sentry who was simply
carrying out his orders.

“Fenwick Willlamg Wallace, coroner,
Henry A. White, foreman; J. R. Me-
Lean, Melbourne Scott, C. H. Perry,
Seth -Jones, L. S. Crawford, Arthur
Keith.”

Mr. Arnold’s home where Mrs. Cook

behind the right ear and & very small | was killed is situated about 500 yards
cut in the lobe of the ear on the left!from where the sentry fired the shot.

gide of the neck I found another wound
almost directly opposite the first about
an inch below the ear. I passed & large
probe directly through the neck show-
ing some body had penetrated the neck
from one side to the other. The wound
was no doubt caused by a bullet that
entered at the® right side of the neck

The deceased, who was a resident of
Carsonville, was predeceased by her
husband, George Cook, about a year
and & half ago. The funeral of Mns.
Cook will be held on Thursday morn-
ing from the funeral pariors of F. W.
Wallace, after the arrival of the morn-
ing traia from St. John,

SEA FIGHT IN CATTEGAT, AT

LEAST 1 ENEMY SHIP CRIPPLED

Copenhagen. April 4, via London, April 5—A naval
engagement of some kind took place Monday in the Catte-

gat, according to despatches received here

Sweden.

v

from Kullen,

About noon, the despatches say, a terrific cannonade
was heard from the sea, and two hours later a German tor-

pedo boat, badly damaged, was towed past Helsingborg.

to about £65,000,000 annually, and
the government was
'r&ising over £300,000,000 a year by
the taxation imposed since the begine

Great Britain has declined to re.
lease thirty-eight Germans, Austriang
and Turks removed by British ware
ships from the American steamer
China off the Chinese coast. The
right of the British government to
seize subjects of enemy countries re<
turning home to take part in the war
is said to be insisted on in the British
note handed to the State Departmexnt,
The American government is expects,
ed to dispute the contention.

The new Russian war minister,,
Gen. Chouvaieff, announces that all
his efforts will be directed to provid-
ing the Russian army with sufficient.
equipment to win the war. He de
clares that “there must be more deeds
and fewer words” and that re-organi-
zation in some departments is neces-
sary.

Austria has informed Holland that,
no Austro-Hungarian submarine was
responsible for the sinking of thew
Duteh steamer Tubantia.

A Greek Yarn.

Berlin, April 4, by wireless to Say-
ville, he report that the Greek gove
ernment has requested the withdrawal
of the French and British foreign min-
isters at Saloniki is reiterated in an
Athens despatch received by the Overs
seas News Agency, which ys the
ireek government has declared the
Entente Powers will be held respon-
sible for further bombardments of Sal-
oniki by German airships in case the
request of Greece is mnot complied
with. Furthermore, it is said, refusal
of the Entente Powers to meet the
wishes of Greece will be considered,
as an unfriendly act toward the (-‘reel{
government,




