touse them for the conveyance of mes-
sages from warships to shore, with a view
of rendering them serviceable in time of
war. There are over three bundred
societies in England for the cultivation of
bomers, and many of the older birds have
flown over seven huudred miles without
shown signs of flagging.

A good pigeon will fly over sixty miles
sn bour. These times are kept with great
care in Germany, and the apparatus fo*

noting the time is most ingemious. The | py|

pigeon is taught to announce its arrival at
its loit by knocking with its beak against
the closet trapdoor ot the dovecote. This
action sets in motion machinery which
flings open the door, admits the bird, and
at the same time rings a bell that hangs in
the attendant’s room. The greatest care
and patience are necessary while training
the birds. It might seem superfluous in
these days of telephone, telegraph, and
wireless telegraphy to go to the trouble of
training birds to carry despatches, but the
wisdom of the action is msde manifest to-
day, when the whole world centres about
the message s pigeon may be carrying
smong his feathers as he wings over kopje
and veldt on his way to his dovecote on the
waitiug ship.

You may care to know the way the des-
patches sre ied—in times of peace at
least. The messsge, if it be a long one, is
reduced trom the original by photographic
process, by which eight octavo pages of
writing or printing may be reduced to a
mere nothing. The little photograph is
then rolled and placed within a quill which
is introduced among the tall feathers of the
pigeon and caretully bound there. The
officer at the receiving station removes the
despatch, and with the aid ot the powerful
oxy-hydrogen microscope magnifies the
writing to more than its first dimensions.

This process can bardly be in force just
now at Ladysmith, therefore the despatch-
es are reduced to & {ew necessary words
or lines to which the reporter or corres-
pondent applics the pe of his
imagination and ws get the story magnifi-
ed to morejthan seven times its;dimensions.
‘The birds would fly direct from Ladyrmith
to the warships, where no doubt special
provision has been made for them There
can be hardly any]doubt that the marines
brought the pigeons up with them when
they went to re-inforce Gen. White, and
released the birds would make for their
dovecote.

To Italy belongs the credit of havirg
first reorganized the; utility of training
pigeons;as messengers in war time, while
now, nearly, every European nation has its
regiment homers.; These birds are better
tgtayers’ than the carrier pigeon proper,
and some advance the theory that they are
more intelligent and easier to train. Com-
mander Tuinell is thsjgreat ; English auth
ority on pigeons,Jandfthe trsining ot birds
in his hobby. @ For a long time this gentle-
man and agtew cfficers trained birds at
their own}experse, and o successful were
their experiments,} that the Intelligence
Department took hold of the matter officisl-
with the result that it was | proposed—and
may possibly be an accomplished tact by
this time—to}fit out a numberof the armed
oruisers withjpigeon cote

The loft at Devonport is built g0 high that
birds can eeefit when a lorg wsy out at
sen. Thejcoter,swhich were planned by
Commander§ Tuinell, are cleverly con:
structed. The birdsj bave general living
and sleeping quarters, with ‘cells’ provided
where, birdsjof a doubtful character are+
held over tilljtheirjspecisl sins are found
out. Each cote bas its bospital, where the
sick post boys}are carefully attended to.
The officers at the stations are very earn-
est in their efforts to train the birds to
long distance flying, and they apparently
have met with great suceess. As long sgo
as 1896 racingBbirds who were flown at
Thurso in Scotland reached their English
homes a distance of 600 miles in a single

day the fastest bird travelling at the speed
of 1,400 yards & minute. 1 do not know

the distance between Ladyemitb and Dor- |-

ban but roughly guessing it from a close

right; fulness over eyes and nose; easy
flowing discharge from mnose; dryness,
scrapy raw feeling in throat.

THIRD STAGE, is the full development of
the disease and requires persistent treat-
ment, but always yields to *'77"—it may be
La Grippe, or a Stubborn Cold ; Influenza.
or Catarrh; Sore Throat or Diphtheria;
Bronchtis or Poeumonia.

Manusl of all Diseases gent free.
For sale by all drugmsts, sent

or t on receipt of
m. aad $1.00 Bmiu&'n Hot e
Co., Cor. William & Jobn Sts., N. ¥

study of the map, it appears to be some
thing less than 200 miles. If the pigeons

. ary pigeons
following records to their credit: KEighty-
three miles in 1 hour 32 minutes 80 sec-
onds. Four hundred and fifty miles in 6
hours and 13 minutes.

Joe Jeflerson’s Family of Actors.

Joseph Jefferson, the actor, only plays
fourteen weeks during the year. His fall
season of eight weeks is now in progress,
and when that shall have ended he will
rest until spring, when he will play an
other season of six weeks. In the inter-
im bis sons, Thomas B., Joseph, jr., and
William, go on the road as members of
the Jefferson Comedy Company, plsyirg
the parts their father made famous. The
part of Rip is taken by Thomas, whose
likeness is presented hérewith. Charlas
B. plays Vedder; Joseph, jr., Garrick,
and William takes the role of Cockles.

During their fathers season the boys
take part in his fizancial and stage man
agement. The two compenies are quite
distinct and the public are not imposed
upen by the youthful actors. Indeed, in
the contrary, their performance in many
respects is said to be equal to that of their
father.

For several years past Thomas, who is a

amoog them how to act.

Williogly Paid.
On a journey from Vienna to St. Peters-

known anti-spiritualist and thought read-
er, entertoined his fellow-passengers by
guessing their thoughts. One of the trav-
ellers a Polish Jew. who took the whole
thing for a hoax, offered to pay Mr. Cum-
berland the sum of fifty roubles if be
could divine his thoughts. Visibly
smused, Mr. Cumberland acceded to bis
request, and said—

‘You are going to the fair at Nizhni
Novgorod, where you intend to purchase
goods to the extent of 20,000 roubles, af-
ter which you will declare yourself & bank-
rupt. and compound with your creditors
for 3 per cent.’

On ing these words, the Jew gazed
at the speaker with reverential awe. He
then, without uttering a syllsble, drew out
of the leg of his boot a shabby purse and
banded him the promised fifty roubles.
W_hel:ieupon the magician triumpbantly in-

uired—
qh‘;l”hen I have guessed your thoughts,
@

‘No,’replied tke Jew; ‘but you have

given me a brilliant idea.’

A New Ure for Ponies.

General Miles has a keen sense of the
humorous even in the excitement of war.
When he first lsuded in Porto Rico at the
head of his invading army he was wel-
comed by nearly all classes. Among his
visitors was an elderly native who had
never traveled and who never tired of
descanting upon the giant size of the
Americanos and their horses. He com-

pared a sixteen-hands-high charger with a

——

burg, Mr. Stusrt Cumberland the well- |
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Neglect a Trifling Gold

and the most serious consequences
will follow. It lives on your vitals"
ity. The stronger it becomes the
weaker you are. Membranes be-
come inflamed—causing a cough,
and, until the irritation is reduced and the sore places healed,
there is no possibility of stopping the disorder.

ADATISON’S BALSAM gives instantaneous relief and inevit- 2
ably brings a perfect cure if taken as directed.

280. AT ALL DRUGGISTS.

e .

diminutive Porto Rican steed, and ssked
the General what was done with the latter
in the United States. The Commander
replied very solemnly: ‘We use them. to
pull baby-carriages with.’

Some Ready-Made Law.

Honorable Bourke Cockran studi:d law
under Judge Theodore L. Dwight. One
day the Professor asked a question which
teemed easy but way reslly difficalt. With
his magnificent voice Cockran answered
the best he could, adding asa saving
clause, ‘Such, I take it, is the common
law." The good old Doctor gleamed be-

nignantly through his spectacles. ‘That

v

MAIDEN FANCIES.

would be all right, siv, if you bad mudelit
uncommon law.’

The Yaletide Number.

The December number of the Delineator
is called the Yuletide number. And with
its innumerable illustrations is certainly
one of the most artistic magazines ever
seen out. Aside from being the leading
fashion publication, it contains much choice
Jiterary matter from the pens of well
known authors. The housebold and social
discussions are ably dealt with and are of
real worth. The delightful humorous fan-
tasie Over the Plum- Pudding, by John
Kendrick Bangs, is thoroughly witty and
enjoyable. There is an admirably illus
trated article on the Dewey C:lebration in
New York. An interesting story, The
Poppy Lady, by Cornelia Atwoed Pratt,
dispeses of the impression that the union
of artistic temperaments is hostile to dom-
estic happiness. Fidele, by Helen Choate
Prince, isa dainty sketch of the implicit
devotion animal pets have for masters and
friends. A Christmas poem, The Legend
of the Yule fire, by Edith M. Thomas, is
an impressive effert in 8 somewbat lighter
strain are the verses, Kisses Kept are
Wasted, by Edmund Vance Cooke. A
timely and suggestive article is Some
Women’s Occupatlons, by Lafayette .
McLaws. Conclucing the series The Girea
Scourges ot Humanity, by Grace Peckham
Murray, M. D. is a valuable paper on
Cerebral Disorders. In College News
Carolyn Halstead gives an interesting
analysis of the inspiration and strength of
college friendships. In the department
Club Women and Club Lite, Helen M.
Winslow writes charmingly of the Women's
Clubs of Kansas. A very clever and in-
structive article by Emma Haywood gives
directions for making Christmas gifts. Of
particular interest are the Household
topics: Inexpensve Christmas gifts, and
some Holiday Desserts. In addition, the
regular departments are unnsually bright
and original. Social Observances, by Mrs.
Frank Learped: The Milliner, The Dress-
maker, Crocheting, Tatting, Kuitting, the
Newest Books, etc. )

Subscription price of The Dalineator,
$8.00 a year, single copies, 15 cents.

A Real Pessimiet,

Laurence Gronlund, the famous social-
istic writer who died a few weeks ago in
New York, was that rare thing, a thorough
pessimist. His favorite quotations were
Bchopenbauer's sentiments of despair and
Heine’s more cynical lines. One evening,
after he had denounced the pdern inddst-
rial system in savage icrils, & friend ree
marked :

. .ilt‘l’i' not 80 bad as Russian despotism,

‘Not quite. The former is the worst

.| possible ; the latter the worst conceivable.’

That Tight Feeling

in the upper jon of your 1 is in-
S i, L

0

ma l'omllg.w. MM“'I.B 4
Bd'unmllginm‘ ate . It bhes -
never failed and willnot in yluresse. All
druggists, 250, : v

, because the only

tan Opera House New York th
‘Frances BSaville bas been
thres years more at the Vi
House. A five months vaoatic
to her annually.

* Alics Nielsen may be heard

Vienna Opers House. Georpe
«Nubis,” is to be given there

Lillian Russell having secure
of George W. Lederer's $15,(
suit against her from Brookl
York, Mr. Lederer has assign
to Frederick Williams, of Bro
vecommended the action in

The score of Jobann Stra
*Cinderells,’ is in the hands of
tion and will be preduced esrly
at the same theatre. Its perio

- and two of the three seenes

establishment of a fashional
dressmaker and at an opera ba

Mme, Melba is to give thre
ances in Berlin on her way to ]
is to sing *‘Rigoletto” ana **
di Seviglia.” Signor de Lucia
with her, and so will Francesoc
an Italian baritone very popul
many. He has recently begun
tour through the principal cities

A young tenor whose name b
revesled was rocently engeg:
Royal Opera in Berlin, after he
for the director. He was form
chant and eerved his apprent
large business establishment
already supplied one temor to
His musical education will be 1
by the Royal Opera House 80 |
has served his year in the army.

In s recent performance of **
peter von Saekkingen” in Lond
ing of the baritone pussled the
but ss he was a popular Muni
there was no unusual manife
excitemont until he fell to
When the stsge manager annot
he was suffering from a severe in
which had grown worse during
ing, the audience understood th:
and after bissing him round]
theatre.

Lilli Lehmenn  recently sang
the first time in Berlin. Itis
read that the fault found with.
sonation was its lack of heart ar
evident preponderance of its i
phases. Berlin has been acc
the Isolde of Ross Sucher, whic
deniably more feminine and 1
than Mme. Lehmann'’s perfor
which it was much inferior on
gide. Mme., Lehmann consented
only onthe condition thata co
cut be made in the second sot.
recently eudowed a bedin a B
pital which is to be reserved
singers and teachers.

The sicgers of the Grau Op
pany manage to sandwich a litt
with the hard work which their |
calls for. It appears that Her
ries had a beautiful beard acquir
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