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te & police magistrate of the same
persussion, it nsturslly creates

Y 'i:dkne:t. The Johnston mqum-
tion i4 atill flash in our memories,
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mlhcontrol queens ' aforessid,
ludlly torn into strips by the un”
wial conduct of two strange gentlemen
they from & . cagrisge in _front. of

" cAlived_West's store. Obe Was a gray-
" headed men with & bitch in . his walk as

though s suspender bad bursted from its
wmoorings and allowed the nor west angle

~ of kis-pants to droop and impede locomo-

tion. He said his name was Phillips, but

- wpon sn expansive watch charm wass
‘mame that ‘could be resd at s distance

of ten feet with the nsked eye
@nd that name was J. Ring, evidently the
m_vullighlyumﬂhm or had
the goods snd chattels of some
¢ third perty. And the other gen-

" tlemian! Oh my! he beggars- description

like Saul he towgred head snd shoulders
above his féllow men. He scowled, and
put the fine touches on his fiercely rolling
qa.nughndubonthm as much ‘as to
say *] Hi got a Hi like n Heagle.”
He ‘ expected the poor inno-
cent countrymen, to climb trees and pu'l

o -thes trees up after them, in terror of his

_Not s house .moved, only sn urchin re-

' 'ﬂﬁd to bis. neighbor, “Golly wouldn’t

rnwp‘vm mnholmhu. :

‘He didn’t seem to be in soy
his cows, neither did-the

friends | — lsco had let go, probably
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mdnnmnul it were. By the
time their ' wardrobe was ' properly
unngul Mr.  Perry . bad diappmd
in o small clump of alder buskes. Then
the two gentlemen rushed frantically for-
ward and dashed sround the clump two or
three times. They did not attempt to enter
the bushes however.

At this season of the year pumerous and

ravenous groups cf biack flies infest the'

aldor bushes and are lisble to attack m an
sunoying manger the unwary traveller'who
ventures nesr. their wative baunts; of
course. no gentleman affer a day’s out-

Mr, Paqm«mnudlmon'
the centre of the thicket ko' was - asssiled.

by the little pests in such a malignant man-
ner that he had to beat them off with the
bay fork. This caused the fork to swing
and dip,  and plunge, and spéar
in & very eccentric manner. In the midst
of the stroggle Mr. Perry esught a glimpse
of the strangers whemi. he mistook
for  his hired men coming
to his rescue and po gave them some inter-
esting information in regard to the - sharp-
ness of his fork tines so as to prevent any
accident. Thus baving an illustration of
the vicious meture of the flies, the two
strangers concluded to forego their. tuber-
closis hunting expedition and retarned to
tne house where they showegd themselves to
bereal valiant by talking ‘up bold and
strong to the sixteen year old girl in charge.
The way the bl¢ fellow swaggered and
sputtered showed that be wag fully confid-
eat of his te thrash any sixteen year
old girl in Quappe; county if shey just dared
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you geutleman going "
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CORONEES J‘U"l’ YBRDICT.
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d-lh 1he life -g)-t-m s
: snd if proper procastions had | wich  the

unuuissumml under the

m“‘, not bave

‘had » fatal result. . -

ProGress did not bave much opportun.
ity to write about the sccident last  week
but since then a coroners jury compased ot
men of keen common sense hss been inquir -
ing into the cause of the death ot Mr.
Runciman and bas reached a conclusion
such as might be expected.

It is a pretty bard matter to place the
blsme on any one man though of course
the captain of the steamer is responsible
for what is done by those who are under

| ms o rders.

Had such & casuality ocourred in the states |
Captain  Starkey. would h,ve been placed
under avrest as soon sethe steamer reached
the wharf but Canadian laws are slower in
this respect than those of therepublic. The
condyctor and motorman: of & street car
who makes such a mistake in Boston, New
York, or any large American city, knows
that the policeman who arrives on the scene
first will have him in charge. Nothing of
this sort, of course, bas been done in this
case, but the fact remains that a valuable
life has been lost and while it was no deubt
the fault of somebody the coroner’s jury
has not placed the responsibility upon any-
body.

Mr. Simpson was the man  who
made such a desperate "effort to-save
Runciman. It seemy that the two men
wete only scquaiatances of & fow bours yet
ghat did pot girevent the visiting American
from living ' and swimming sfter Ruvci
man-snd holding him above water until lie
himself was s0 near exhausted that he was
unable to keep afloat any Bnger himself.
The effort was heroic and worthy of recog-
nition. He was one of the first witnesses
at the inquestand told his story ina
straightforward manner. There was no self
glorification in it but he showed
beyond & doubt that the deck
bands on the Victoma were not
the right kind of men to.have the care of
the lives of the people who are daily in
‘their charge. His evidence showed that
they were careless toa great degree and
did not use the facilities they had at hand
to save the man who was atruggling in the
water. There wam'’t a life buoy thrown, |
nor one of the hundreds of life preservers
within reach of their hands, not a plank,
not & rope—in fact nothing was done ex-
cept to Jower a boat and rescue the man
who bad jumped from his own bon to try
and save Runciman’s life.

George Runciman who was also in the
small boat and was being brought to St.
Jobn by bis brother returned to the im-
quest though in no condition to do'so and
the story be ¢told was. certainly pathetic.
After stating that it was on accountof his
poor health that his brotheg. went for ‘him
he said that when they started from the
shore they were in Mrs. Stocker’s boat. **1
was seated in the stern of the boat. Mr.
Simpson. had the forward osr and my
brother thesafter oar. mm«-
to the atesmer I put my hand
of ‘my mouth snd called out, “Viotoris
Aboy,” and also waved s ‘umbrells over
my head  to attract- stéention., I heard
some one in the stern’call to us.. Are you
coming sboard P or words to that effect.
1 suswered, “Yes.” As wo drew near to
the ‘steamer I beard some of  the

deckbands whio were near the steps call to | 8;
uy to burry up. I also heard the remark, |
“'lﬂn‘llpﬂﬁol&mﬂ“ht
. the de of

got to within six feet of my
l‘ooduputhbut.bokolh-mt
dove over the side of the boat after

He brought him to the surface and

him towards the steamer. Soddesly I

It is
him.” I had enides, however, that my
brother was drowned. Mr. Simpson then
walked aft, and I beard him asking o be
let off to go back. I was then assisted up
the saloon stairs by some ladies and taken
tos small room off the dining room. I
thought it was the steward’s room. I was
in a condition then not to know very much
about what was geing on.

To the coroner—In coming down on the
steamer, as noar a8 I can remember, that .
was about all the conversation that took
place. My eyes were riveted on my broth-
er. He was out of the boat when he was
hanging on to something connected with
the stesmer. T did not notice the position
of the small boat. When I saw Simpson
attempting to row first . he was abount
10 feet from my - brother. Ilnupon-
tively that I did not eall out good-luo I
did not ssy it at any time - afterwards. I
used no word to that effect. I had not
spoken atall. I kvew it was my brother’s
intention to  board the boat. I bad'not
bid good-bye to Mr. Simpsorr at any time.
1 may have [forgotten it. I cannotsay I
bad forgotten it, but if I' bad, I would have
said ‘‘Good-bye, Mr. Simpson.” ] did
not consider the "time had come to ssy
good-bye to Mr. Simpson.

Mr. Runciman did not spesk of Mr..
Simpson’s treatment on board the steamer
but it seems that no attention was paid him
and that in spite of his protests he was:
taken to Masugerville instead of being put
ashore at Oromocto. This one umm-
stance is a strong reflection on the
who was an eye witness of the attempt be
made to save Ruanciman. 1t is no wonder
that the sged father accused him st the in.
quest of having killed his son. The
Americans on the river and in the city are
very indignant at the captain’s treatment
of their countryman.

The coroner's jury did not bring in such

a verdict as the jary expected bat they
plmd the blame on the steamer asserting
in their belief that the engines were started
too soon and that insufficient effort' was
made to save him. They went farther and
recommended greater care to be taken in
transferring passengers. They might bave
brought out the fact strongly that there
are  wharves .all along the river which
bave been placed there gt grest
expense for the use of the public
and the steamers and that there should
be some regulstion compelling the boas
to stop at & wharf.

_-In the effort of recent vears to make
time the steamboat people overlook the nec-
esaity of taking oare of the lives of their pas-
sengers and the writer has again and ogm
observed ‘narrow_escapes while s boat is
alongside the steamer. Exparienced boat-
men and careful deck llndunlod.hy ;
will do all .:?ht but the of Mr,
3 . b and hnste of




