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The Summer Exodus and the Churches.

The growing disposition of the people who live in
cities and towns to seek the greater freedom and
purer atmosphere of the country during the summer
is having a quite serious effect upon the Sunday
congregations and upon church work generally,
even in our own country by the sea, where the
comparative cooluness of the atmosphere and small-
ness of ourtowns make the summer resort much less

. necessity than it is for the dwellers in the hot and

crowded cities of the United States. In St. John,
for example, where the summers are exceptionally
cool for this latitude, it is within bounds to say that
for two or three months during the summer so many
families are living out of town, and so many who
reside in the city go out on Saturday and spend
Sunday in the country, that in some churches less
than hall the regular,church-goers are present at
the Sunday services. The otherwise vacant seats
are in part, and only in part, filled by summer
visitors, and the attendance at the prayer meetings
is diminished by perhaps a still larger ratio than
the Sunday congregations. This condition of
things, which is necessarlly somewhat discouraging
to pastors and their fellow-workers, could be
sccepted more cheerfully if there were grounds for
believing that what the city congregation is losing
some country congregation is gaining, by the sum-
mer exodus bf city church-goers. Too frequently
the regular church-goer in the city becomes a most
irregular attendant, if an attendant at all, upon-the
means of grace when the summer home is reached.
Whatever advantages the summer out of town may
have in respect to.the physical welfare of man,
woman or child, it is more than doubtful if the
moral and religious welfare of the family is being
served by the custom now becoming so prevalent.
In view of present conditions and tendencies in
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Of this number 2,191 were in the six Baptist
churches, and of the total number 1,550 were at
Tremont Temple. The second largest congregation
was that of the Christian Scientists, numbering
1,100, Apart from these two congregations, the
average Boston congregation on that fine August
Sunday was evidently not a large one. In only five
of the twenty-six churches was the pastor in the
pulpit. Oneof the seven Unitarian churches was
open, and three only of the six congregational
churches. The Baptist churches had four Sunday
Schools in operation, the Congregationalists one,
the Methodists four, the Unitarians none, and the
Episcopalians none. In reference to the facts and
suggestions of its figures gathered by the Congrega-
tionalist, that paper says: " We frankly confess
that the showing is not an encouraging oue to those
who look upon the church as an institution essential
to the best life of the individual and the nation

We believe that the attitude of a church
toward the world throughout the year determines
its power over the masses rather than its practice
with reference to the summer solstice. The ques-
tion of summer closing, then, is to be considered by
every church from the point of view of its proper
service to its mormal constituemcy. The church
that is in active business for the Lord during the
fall and winter and spring will be less likely to
suspend that business for any long period during
the summer. Indeed it is noticeable that the Baptist
denomination which registered on August ;8 the
largest attendance—2,191 persons—has ‘won a repu-
tation for exceptional aggressiveness in Boston
during the last few years, and this characteristic
note may havé something to do with the fact that
all its six churches are open during the summer.
In other words the churches that are seeking the
masses with the greatest determination and persist-
ence are the ones most likely to get them summer
and winter alike."”’
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Editorial -Notes.

—The Jarvis St. Baptist church of Toronto, in accord-
ance with a custom of several years standing, and as a
practical p gainst the principle of the exemption
of church property from ordinary taxation, has recently
paid into the municipal treasury the sum of §587.

—OQOue of our ministers was speaking half regretfully
of the fact that he had never been able to lay up
anything against a rainy day, but added that it had been
his observation h that mini who p
much property did notasa general rule havea very
fruitful ministry. However this may be, it is well to

sider that the 1ts which a mini of the gospel
must chiefly desire are so infinitely greater in import-
ance than earthly wealth that he who is enabled to

regard to this matter, it seems that Christian people
ought to make it an object so to locate their summer

"residences that their families should not be deprived

of the advantages of regular attendance upon public
worship and of Sunday School instruction, and that
their own personal influence on the Lord’s Day
should be of a positive Christian ckaracter. If one
place is to sustain loss by the absence of a Christian,
then the place to which he goes should be
blessed by his pr If the city pastor isto
be affifcted by the loss of many of his people, then
he ought at least to have the consolation of know-
ing that some hard-working brother paster is being
encouraged and helped by their co-operation.

In the large cities of the United States the sum-
mer exodus of course causes a still more serious
interference with the regular services of the
churches, involving the closing for a time of many
places of worshipand a 1 tably small attend
at most of those which are kept open. The Con-
gregetionalist has been at the pains to collect and
publish the facts in reference to the number of ser-
vices held and the number of persons in attendance

. at the marning service on Sunday, the 18th of
August,—a fine and comparatively cool day—at 37
churches, the principal Protestant churches
embraced in the district generally known as Boston
proper, and not including such districts as Charles-
town, Roxbury, Dorchester, Brighton, South and
East Boston. The list embraced six Baptist
churches, seven Congregational, seven Unitarian,
five Episcopal, four Methodist Episcopal, one
Swedenborgian, two Presbyterian, two Universalist,
two Colored and a congregation of Christian Scient-
ists. Of the 37 churches eleven were closed, and the
total attendance at the 26 open churches was §,525.

‘hieve them may well be consoled for his poverty.

—The decision of the Imperial Privy Council in re-
spect to the validity of the legislation, embodied in the
Manitoba Prohibitory Liquor Law is ekxpected withina
few weeks. This decision is ited with i , a8 it
will of course have an important bearing upon the gues-
tion of provincisl prohibition generally, since if the
validity of the Manitoba ‘law shall be affirmed, that
affirmation will involve the validity of a law on simil
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have been emphatically contradicted, it would be a mat-
mam-am to the people of the Bmpire in
general to be fully d that there is nothing in the
condition of the King's health to give occasion for
alarm, King Bdward has made his birthday the ocea-
slon for conferring the title Prince of Wales upon the
Duke of Cornwall and York, and the act has been re-
ceived in Bogland wlthlchmdnmnl.

— & statistical y of B i and work
in Maine, compiled by an: Adwalc shows that
there are now in the State 245 Baptist churches, the same
number as last year, The aggregate membership of the
churches is 20,018, but the resident membership is only
12,436, which would seem to indicate that a good many
people move away from Maine as well as from our Provy
inces, The number of baptisms for the year was 516, 24
less than last year, and the net galn in membership for
the year is 189. The ber of Sunday schools in the
State is 18,072, with an average attendance of 10,332.
The gailn in Sunday school sttendance over that of the
previous year was 670. The number of Young People’s
Socleties, mostly societies of Christian Eadeavor, i 118,
with 4,033 sctive and 1,615 sssoclate members. The
total amouut contributed for benevolent parpsses i
$24,196, & gain over last year of $621.36. The grand
total of money raised for all purposes, including nome
expenses, s $171,828. The value of church property
held by the Baptists of Maine ls $928.470.

—In reference to the murderer of President McKinley,
the Government of the United States, through its cop-

ituted ch ls, has spoken its last words and per-
formed its last act, and the moral sentiment of that
nation and of the world approves the justice of the sent-
ence 80 promptly executed upon the assassin, But what
of the conditions out of which this man came and which
made him what he was? Will the cutting off of Czol-
gosz serve to discouage and repress the spirit of anarchy
or will it but make it more fiercely insane and reckless ?
For generations and for centuries the venom which en-
fanged itself in Czolgosz and struck to death the Presi-
dent of the United States, had been generating and
rankling ia the blood of his moral ancestors, for this man
was but one of & numerous brood of social monsters
which have long been breeding in the world's moral
swamps. If crowned heads are to hnn repose nldenlly
something must be done besid off
The swamps which exhale the mml malaria that
polsons the minds and hearts of men must be drained of
the black waters of hate, bullt up with the whol.mt_ut
soil of truth and watered from the springs of human
sympathy. It is becomiag very evident in these days
that nations, no more than individuals, can afford to be
indifferent to the conditions of their own back yards or
to the back yards of their neighbors,

—1It is said that in none of the religious bodies of the
United States is there at the present time greater evi-
dence of vigorous growth than in the case of the Discip-
les of Christ. At their annual meeting held this year in
Minneapolis, some 3,500 delegates were in attendance.
The amounts raised for the home work during the year
by the National Society, the State Societies and the
‘Women'’s Board aggregated more than $280,000, and the
record of the work done shows the organization of 777
new churches and the addition of nearly 25,000
bers. The Church Extension Board, a department of
National Society, has a fund of over $300,000.
the putymlthnddcdinthe building of 8o churches
in 28 States. The ci jon work is evidentl
being carried forward with great zeal. A suggestion tHat

lines in other Provinces. Thisis of special interestin
view of the fact that Premier Ross of Ontario has recent-
1y reaffirmed the declaration made by his pred in

one th and preach phdgo themselves
to hold protracted missi y services during the com-
ing winm—wh!ch would mean that each chnn:h

office, Sir Oliver Mowatt, some years ago, committing
himself .nd party to the fullest menum of provincial
hibition itutionally obtai

—It is estimated that at the beginning of the nine-
teenth century there were not more than four or five
million copies of the Bible in the whole world, and the
Scriptures had been translated iato ouly about fifty dif-
ferent languages. Now the British and Foreign Bible
Soclety alone is issning nearly five million copies of the
Bible yurly. and is giving the Holy Scriptures to the
world in 375 1 230 languages and dialects hav-
ing been added to the Society’s list during lhe reign of
Victoria. These are facts that seem worthy of considera-
tion by those who insist that the moral condition of the
world grows steadily worse and worse. Such a belief in
the face of such facts seems to argue very little confi-

its minister’s time and service for ten daya to conduct a
revival in some struggling church—met with 80 hearty &
response that it seems likely to be carrled omt, The
Disciples are also active in Foreign Missions, although
hardly to the same degree as in their home mission work,
The women and young people of the denominstion are

y zealous in this depart: of work, At pres-
ent missionary fields are occupied in twelve foreign lands
in every continent but South America. The churches
gathered in these fields number 7,000 members, with up-
wards of 8,000 children in the achools.

—The Rev. J. W. Clarke, lately pastor of the Free Bap-
tist church at Woodstock, and f ly for a ber' of
years pastor of the Waterloo St. church, St. John, died
on Oct. 12th ultimo. During his residence and ministry
lnthlldtywehndthcphuuu of meeting Mr. Clarke

guently, and in common as we believe with all who

dence in the Word of God to enlighten and el man -
kind.

—King Rdsvard VII. completed sixty years of life on
Saturday, the gth inst, It was his first birthday as King,
and though there seems to have been no general disposi-
tion either in Great Britain or in Canada to observe the
day & & public holiday, the people are doubtless nonme
the less hearty in thelr sentiments of good-will and
loysity d the reigni h. Rumors have
mnﬁdmummumm-mu
ous sffection of the throat, and although these rumors

chiion

knew him, came to entertain for him feelings of the
warmest regard., Mr: Clarke was junyuh-dud
loved by a very wide circle of friends for his charact

a man and his ability and faithfulness as o chrﬂh:
minister, Desth, following an attack of typhold
fever, has cut him down in the midst of his years, His
brethren in the ministry bear eloquent testimony to his
pdmo-dm Rn,c.’r‘rhmip'ﬂhnh

'-rmmm
strong personality, magnetic q-lid-. . hmmln-
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