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Reminiscences - of M«t ‘Browning, -
Y REY, V. W. FARRAR, D, D. B

| have heard Mr. Browsing ngrrate two stories, both of
them Hastern NM m. which im.

sressed me ,
P had el -qum well-khown Mohammedan
wyth, how Solomen, ia Mpﬂtu the horses,
and chariots, which were & dublous and half-forbldden
innovation aimong ﬂ“ of Jewishi roysity, had
one been surprised in the midet of -his review by the
the muessin (ua legeids are always per

vot

fect W

il
!
#
l

me to this ¥ ‘con~
secrated all his thousad horses to Allah and his
service. In rewnrd for this service, Allch presected him
with & magle carpet, ‘which would at & transport to
any distenier the persos who sat upon it. Omee, as
Solomon Wi &MVH'. w.ﬁc
Angel of Desth passed by and gased curiously at the
Visier, who .h-w-.-w;udmmu::
lend him the md W !
the centre of No sooner hiad he gone than Azrgel
wid to the 1 Y1 Jooked at that man so
because, been bidden to summon his soul
the centre of the great desert, saw him, ‘to my i
-umhn'bmﬂlhm" : ¥l
Mr agreed that the legend was 4 magnificent

mnpehhd*y, and that often he fulfills it more cer-
tainly by m.m endedvor to escape it. ' But," Be
added, -'xwmmwm.hmm In
this version § ‘and the Visier were standing

together on qg,  pinnacle of the temple, to which
they had byavlﬂﬁ.htdup. Alﬂll,
stood there they saw d qﬂ

with his head *bent ; but as he came’ to-the foot dtte
steps, he mmmw and in that one glance
both of them recogmized the awful Hneaments of the
Angel of Death, ﬂlmmmbmh mﬂ
then the terrified ; borrowing carpet,
desired to be transferred to uuhﬂutmlhd
Caucasus, mmmm m-m.

H
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him here.” ¢ w‘h sald
and polntlug his finger, ‘' he awaits thee
highest peak'of Canchsus 1 *! :
The other legend was that of  the
Solomon, -ua the late Lord Lytton
Bmwnm, clothed in magnificent
“Chronicles and Characters.”  The king had gone
the holy place t0 worship, and while be stood thete in
,mr!ldmwhmmwmd&mﬂ
robes, the finger of Asrael sudddenty Whh.
he died wiiere e was,

o TR

(hecorpamdmb-nbmw
cence, mhmdmwu—

;gm
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kept .n men, evén the chief- priests, from drawing near
or touching hitn, ‘while all the h-cn slso were kept
spart by the gréven spéll. . Then' M““%
wall crept & liftle brown miouse, too insigiticant to

wny reverence, 1t knawed away the leatherat the bottom

g
&

;!E
s
s!t?f

of the staff and lo, suddenly the gorgeous fignre fell flat mhmy Sunday-schools,
upnn!u!lualdlﬂw‘hb“udoﬁdmdﬂ Inmy godly mother's home school I committed to
they picked & golden crown ! tnetmory whole chapters of the Scriptures, and wae
In his “'Mr. Smudge, the Medium," Mr. Browning wéll grounded in sound doctrine by the catectrism, which
expressed Hib disbetief of what is called I foar, hias been supplanted in too many families by the
“ spirituntiem,’ and 'Mw upon the lﬂ& of ' godiess Sunday newspaper. During my infancy that
which professlomsl ** medivms * often availed theshselvés. ' mother had dedicated me to the Lord as truly as
But ,n.uy,MSwmwmwﬁm ' Haltnah dedicated her son Sauivel. Of course I was
he admitted that there were many appasently upq 'ohcnnouthes-bbnth, but it was my be-
mysteries of for which e could not | Joved mother's steady, constant influence that led me
readlily sccount. He said that once in Italy e met an  gradually along, and T grew into a religious life under
lulian count who had mirbudhhu;aﬂl,m‘  her poten wmh:-dgﬁ;mu dtbenlzolhy spit;i:
read thoughts occurences by handling - working through parents were like her,
objects e : b"ﬂ 8t the .+ chiurel in the house '’ would be the best feeder of the
poet was powers,  chupelin the public sanctuary.
and H‘dwm ” ©  {haveventured to introduce this leaf from my person-
which any ’“*"dwmhwmﬂmtmﬁhdm
“No''; buba ’té.mwm and it illustrates what Dr. Horace

-this “‘church .in _the

MESSENGER' AND . VISITOR.

first at them ‘and then at Mr. Browning, exclaimed, * It
is a very strang thing, but as I look at these sleeveslinks
I lear & volce crying in my ears, ‘ Murder | tnusder !’
That the count eonld not have heard the story beforehand
«Browning wis ‘cértain ; he thought it possible that he
might have made a l\lcky guess, or have conjuctured
mmmeupmmn on his face,

From what Hastern source Mr. Browning had derived
the legends of Solomon, I omitted toask ; but he was the
animm reader I ever met—far more so than

Lord Tennyson—and he seemed (as indeed the range of
his allusions show) to know something of everything. I
believed that when he was writing ‘‘Sordello’ he

His memory, too, was very retentive, He
onee fepeated to me a great part of -the poem of poor
Geonge Smiart on David, which he regarded as reaching a
very high poetic level ; but he had read everytling from
us to Beddoes—for whom he told he had 'a high

when Thad quoted to him some lines from

E!

mm This racy was extended to the mi
aud phost tly’ t details, In ¥ it
is ble Kevery lpat ot which he was

when , t for a few pence the old p-per
copy of the trial of Count Gmdo‘ which suggested to
him I d e respects most remarkable
poes; e Wiy and the Books: The is still
M hh son who showed it to me, with other
relics of his fs when 1 dined with him in his Vene-
tian Palace, in which I saw the truckle bed and simply
furnished room in which his great father had
breathed his ~~The Independent.
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" Children and the Church.

‘BY REV. THEODORE L. GUVLER, D.D.

In the olden times every Hebrew fath.r and mother
recelved thiis commandment from the Loid #* Thou shalt
teach these words diligently unto thy children, and shalt
talk of them when thou sittest in thine house, afid when
thonw“bythe way, and when thou liést down, and
: when thou risést up’; and thou shalt write them upon the
posts of thy hovse, and on thy gates. "’

Tam a thorongh advocate of the Snndny-achool when
. properly but I protest against giving it the
false name of ‘ the children's church.” It is no such
thing ; it is only one spiritual department in every well-
organized’ chitrch. Thristian parents have wo right to
¢ shivk “the solemn responsibility which God lays upon
 themt, aid to farm out the whole religious instruiction of
i thelr ‘ehildren to the teachiersin the Sunday-school.

Underneath the foundations of both church and com-
monewealth lies the hounsehiold ; it is older than either of
lhﬁ. and there is no such school of Bible religion in the
land as & clean, well-ordered, God-ionoring home. Of/
house, " the parents are
the heavenordained pastors, I can add my own
petvotial testimony to that of millions of others, that
the right place to begin religions instruction is at the fire-
sldé. ' My own early home was in the house of my grand-
father | 4nd our rural church was three miles away. I
was the only child in the family, and the first Sunday-
school that I ever attended had only one scholar, and my
faithful widowed mother was the superintendent, She
gave me & portion of the Bible to be committed to mem-
+ ory, and of this she gave explanations ; she also required
me to study God’s Book for myself, and not to sit still
and be crammed by a teacher after the fashion now too

.h Mmou“cmm Nurture, '’
¢ of the Christian stock,
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practice at the * door-posts™  depends thes extensibnl «of
the church’ and the moral safety of the commonwealth,
The word ** church ' is popularly used ifi two. sénses,
sometimes it designates the house for divine .worship, and
sometimes it more accurately signifies the spiritial body
of Christ which worships in that edifice. Itisa painful
and indisputable fact that the attendance of children upon
what the Scotch call the '*diet of worship ""is steadily
decreasing. Many parents seem to think that if their
boys and girls go to their Sunday-school that is enough.
I often officiate at the mornifig service in churchies where
the children do not compose more than one-tenth of the
congregation ; sometimes  scarcely a«child’s face is visi-
ble ! Where are the children while their parents are in
the house of God? "Are they amusing 'themselves at
home or wandéring in the streets?  Be-assured of this,
my good friends, that if your boysand girls do not form -
the habit of attending church now, they.are not likely to
do it in after years. They will soon be riding a bicycle
on the Lord’s day towards their own spiritual destructiof: .
In this matter of church attendance; the parent and thé
pastor must combine. The parents should require and
expect the children to accompany them to the sanctuary
as much as to sit at their table for their daily ‘meals. |
The pastor should endeavor to win themn to church by
making his sermions simple in language, earnest in déliv-:
ery, and interesting with illustrations. ' Very few sers
mony are fit to be preached at “all; which are beyond the
ion of an ge boy of ten or twelve years
old, md grown people relish fresh; simple, vivid, pratti-
cal ptuchmg as much as their children do, ‘! Papa, he
means you, " whispered a lad of ten years to his father

wwhen I was preaching last Sunday to an up-town congre-

gation in New York. Some s are ace d to
deliver a brief sermon to children before their reguhr
discotirse ; this custont increases ‘the attendance of
juveniles, The elder Dr. Stephen H. Tyng llnyo
preached to tho} children at the Sabbath aftermoon sérs
vice, and drew a large adult aundiencve. ' He whips us
over the shoulders of our youngsters; ' remarked ope of
his flock,

The utmost care should be taken in the reception of
children into the church. Haste and injudicious hand-
ling may work irreparable mischief, especially  during
seasotis of revival, when sympathetic currentsof emotion’
run strong. Parents and pastors need wisdom from
above in dealing with yotllg souls ; they canndt be rushed”
into the church by the ** wholesnle " FEach one should
be niade to tinderstand the solemnity and import of the
step 1o be taken, and the dppeal’ should be made to the:
comscience rather that to the emotions, = Conduct .is a.
better test than.mere feeling, and if the Holy Spirit is at
work, than the result is the genuine fruits of good ' chat-
acter and Christian living. A Christian parentis the
heaven-appointed trustee of a child’s soul, and a Christian’
homethe best training-schoo! for the church of God. As
long as the Old Testament contains the command of re-.
ligious instruction at the “* door posts " of home, and as
long as the New Testament commm the words, ' Suffer
the children to come unto me, ”” 50 ‘Tong niust the fore-
most duty of parents and pastor; of chirches and Sun-
day-schools be to save the young for Jesus Christ.—
Christian Intelligencer,

* k k *

1f comparisons are odious and’ invidious, here me
sample, with the odds largely against the populdr drata)
which infiltrates so many minds with social dissipation,
and unfitting them for the sober realities of life :

‘‘ Protestant churches give annpally to Foreign Mig~
sions $11,290,000. Dion Boucicault says : * The amount *
paid for theatrical entertainments is two hundred million |
dollars,’ Eighteen dollars given anmually to malntain
the theatre, whose infl is corrupting, which the
country could’ dispense with to its moral advantage, for
each dollar contributed to send the gospel to the heathen.”

“Therefore, with joy shall you draw water out of the
wells of salvation.’’ (Isa. xii, 3). In illustrating these
most beautiful words, a writer rematks :

It is said ‘that a man who came to Mahiomet, asking
what monumient he should erect to the memory of  his
dead friend, received the brief answer : ' Dig a well.’

‘“In Oriental courtries the reply had a force hard ‘to
understand int our own land at the latter part of the mine-
teénth cemtury. The old wells dug by Hebrew patriarchs
give water to-day. to thirsty flocks and weariéd shephérds,
though the cities built near them have perlnhed from the
earth, and sheep pasture where palaces and temple- onee
reared their heads.

o 'ﬂm Eastern traveler, scorched by, ‘the tropic ‘suu,

his thirst at the well dug centuries before,
found sy, € assurance that he
nhonld draw, salvation.”




