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EAR CLOSES

The goods are the finest.

The prices
~1

Spanish Port, 10 years old, per bot...$1.00

finé Sherry, 10 years old, per bot...$1.00:

“alifornia Port, 8 years old

JPure’ Native Port

aledonia Scotch

IRisk's Scotch

INDOWS.

ocery Co., Ltd.

39 and 41 Johnson Street,

rocery Co., Ld.,
42 Government Street,

—
Panta Claus made his appearince dhﬂn‘

he evening and 'distributed presents.’’ = |
A large number of young people and.

riends gathered in the Methodist

thurch, Strawberry Vale, at the annual

hristmas ‘entertdinment on Tuesddy
}'(‘llillg. A sumptuous feast was pro-

ided for the scholars and friends at a
p'clock, after which the children , ren- °
flered songs, recitations and dialogties in |
p really creditable style. Mr. Ferguson
picted as Santa Claus, greatly amlisli't ,
he audience and delighting the childi
Che pastor of the church, Rev. 'r?rgf

Wright, occupied the chair. Mr. Averil'
Fpoke of the pleasant evening and moved

b vote of thanks to the efficient chairman:
pnd spoke in complimentary language ‘o8

he faithful services performed by the
pHicers and teachers. The vote being put:
0 the meeting was carried with 'ap-
plause. Rev. Mr. Wright in reply re-

erred to the successful work of the
school under the present superintendent

and teachers. This closed one of the
largest and most successful Christmas;
entertainments in connection with the.
hurch, The happy proceedings were:
brought- to a close by singing the Na-
tiona! Anthem and the benediction.

-..$1.00

LONDON’S CHIEF OF POLICR.

Among his closest assoclates = Edwardl
Richard Henry, C. 8. 1., London's new
ommissioner of gouce, has the reputatiom
of greatly resembling Sherlock Holmes in,
his detective methods—certalnly, Mr. Henry
jhas crowded mueh good police: work into:
his &‘yenrs. As the Initials after his
name, ‘‘Companion Star of India,” prove,,
he has had Indlan experience. 'He went' to:
ndia thirty years s8go and was made in-
Spector-general of police In Bengal in 1801..
here he gathered his unlqlue koowledge of’
heé finger-print system of identifying crim--
inals, a knowledge highly . disapproved by y
hard-working raseals  all’ over gle &l
[While In England -en leave from India, Mr..
Henry -was -lent -to the volonial office and '
went out to Africa to organize under ‘Lord’
Milner's ¢, e-urPollce force for..Johannes-
burg &nd Pretoria, -Only in May, 1
he - succeed- 8ir- Robert 'Anderson as assist-:
nt commissioner ‘at ‘Scotland. Yard, so his
promotion has been rapid. Above all, he -
knows how to win the confidence, even the
jaffection, of his subordinates.

’

It has been calculated that the whale coal
Bupply of our planet would barely suffice to-
produce heat equal to that which the sun
dissipates in one-tenth of -a second.

E GONVINGE
SCEPTICS

COLDS, CATARRH AND CATARRHAL
HEADACHE RELIBEVED IN 10 MIN-
UTES AND CURED BY DR. AGNEW'S
CATARRHAL POWDER.

Here's one of a thousand such testl-
monies. Rev. A, D.- Buckley, of Buffalo,
says: “I wish all to know what a blessing
Dr. Agnew’s Catarrhal Powder is in a casé
of Catarrh. I was troubled with this dis*
ease for years, but the first time: I used
this remedy it gave ‘most delightful relief;
I now regard myself entirely cured.” s

Dr. Agnéw’s Pills are- delightful,
40 doses 10 cents.

DELAHUNTY—On the 27th Inst., the wife
of J. J. Delahunty, of a son, .
SOSTED—At Nelson, on Dec. 25th, the

wife of A. Sosted, of a son.

MARRIED.

JOHNSTON-MACFARLANE—At
ver, on Dec. 28th, by Rev. R. J. ‘Wilson,
H. Johnston and Miss Mabel Macfariane.
il BERRY-RAE—At Vancouver, on Dec. ﬂ!‘
by Rev. R. J. Wilson, W. 8. Berry an
Miss Susan Rae.
BOLTON-GURD—At
21st, by Rev. Mr. Beacham, 8.
and Miss Eleanor Gurd. : L
MARTIN-CUTHBERTSON—At Ph x, OB
Dec. 24th, by Rev. J. D. P. Knox,
Daniel M. Martin and Miss
Cutbbertson.

;-
Cranbrook, on De¢.

DIED,
BRACKMAN-—On the 80th Instan
regidence, Catherine street,
West, Henry Brackman,
Hamburg, aged 71 Yyears,

»-_4‘. L
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BUIDING 1

STATISTICS REVEAL
A SPLENDID

.

P

Qver Four Huandred M Saiia

Aggregate—Does Not Include
Ship Bailding.

P

The building activity in Victoria :id
its immediate environs during the year
which closes to-day represents an oput-
lay ranging between four hundred thous-
zn;d and ha!f a million dollars. Inquiry
at the building inspector’s ofiice in the
ity hall shows that there have been re-

ord

s within the munieipality aggregat-

p ﬂ; more than $250,000. In addition to

tius the inspector allows conservatively
about $80,000 for general alterations and.
repairs, while he estimates the cost of
the -large number of ‘dwellings erected
.outside the city, especially on the Esqui-
malt road, at more than fifty thousand
ollars. 3 :
dL}‘}n: the total outlay as estimated above
represents only the number of buildings
erected and repaired during the year
1903. 1f to this is added the amount
of shipbuilding and repairing done at the
various yards, for which = Victorial is
justly celebrated throughout the north-
west—an industry so closely identified
with the progress of the city that it may
well be included in the aggregate—the
grand outlay will be in'the neighborhood
of a million dollars, If this article dealt
with work other, than building, the civie
improvements—sewer and road opera-
tions—would occupy a position on the
list and swell the aggregate by several
bundred thousand dollars, Through
the courtesy of the building inspector,

W. W. Northcott, a Times representa-:

tive yesterday secured & copy of his
record for the past year as; follows: :

Mrs, Allan, 134 story building, Rithet
street, $1,500.

Mrs. K. E. Baines, 1% story frame
building, Yates street, $2,500.

B. C. Land and Investment Ageney,
three story brick building, occupied by
Westcott Bros., Yates street, $11,000.

Mr. Booth, one story frame building,
Belleville street, $2,000.

Mr, Beckwith, two story frame build-
ing, Belleville street, $1,800.

James Barber, one story frame build-
ing, Cadboro Bay road, $300.

Mrs. Brown, three one story frame
buildings on Dallas avenue, $1,800 each;
total, $5,400.

Messrs. Brown & Cooper, two story |

brick
$4,000.
Mrs. Minnie Conyers, two story frame
house, Stanley avenue, $1,600.
Chemical Works, large frame addition
to their works, $2,400, . ¢

building, ~Government . street,

. Ald. Cameron,. additionto buildingrom § - .

Birdcags Walk, $300.

Capt. Chas. Campbell, two story frame
dwelling, corner Third street and King's
road, $2,400,

Mrs, Sarah Clayton, house
phion street,

City-of Victoria, addition to jail, eity
hall property, $2,000.

Carnegie library, corner Yates - and
Blanchard streets, contract price, $44,-
891, :

Mrs. M, H. Campbell; 115 story frame
building, Pemberton road, $3,000.

Geo. Calder, one story frame dwelling,
San Juan avenue, $1,200- - . ;

Mrs. Ellen Dickinson, two story frame
dwelling, .Edward street, Vietoria' West,
$1,900. ; .

John' Douglas, new house on Fairfield
estate, $5,000, : e ’

Ed. Fawcett,.1% story franmie dwelling,
Gorge road, '$1,500, S

E. P. Fox, addition to. dwelling® on
Cadboro Bay road, $400. e

A. B.°M. Gordon, two story frame
dwelling, Hillside. extension, $1,000. -.

Gee Duck Tong & Co.; two story brick
building, Fisguard street, $6,500.

J. E. Grice, one story house and new
barn, corner Douglas’ and Pembroke
streets, $800. & e
. Capt. Gidley, one story framie. build~
mi .\I;Iry street, Victoria' West, $800.

r. Howell, one story c Elfor
e Sk tory cottage, Elfﬁrd
. Mrs. M. Knight, 114 story frame build-
g, Gorge road, -$1,560, 5 labh

)'Irs. Effie Kilpatrick, two story frame
building, Cadboro- Bay road, $3,500.
_A. W. Knight, one story frame build-
g, Pandora avenue, $1,800,

Law Union and Crown Life Insurance
Ctu.. two story brick building, Yates
Street, oceupi 3y Sylve

$6.000, pled by Sylvester Bros.,

‘A\Ir.~. Langley, addition to dwelling,
Fort Street, $650.

. P.S. Lampman, 114 story frame dwell-
g, Belcher street, $3,000.

H. E. Levy, three 115 “story frame
buildings, View street, = $1,000 each;
total, $3,000,

T. ¥. Le Clercq, two
house,
doy

AMe
’&ﬁ»r_\-
31,600,
: Methodist church, corner of Belmont
3“\7‘“1.» and Devonshire ‘road, frame ad-
Uiion, $3500,
f,'\hll Mallette, two story frame build-
W2, Superior street, $2,000.

Macintosh, new house,
$2,400.
". Morrison, two story frame dwell-
Belleville strest, $2.500,
. Matthews, two story

2. Yates street, $2,000.

W. Morris, two story
Linden avenue, $2,600.
Mesher, two story

', Dallas avenue, $3,800.

Mulholland, two story

2, Birdcage Walk, +$2,000.

oore, two story frame dwell-
ndora avenue, $2,000.
Moore' & Whittington, 14
se Pandora. avenue,” $1,600.
ns to two houses on Macaskie
Victoria West, $800.
< Mel Muirhead, 114 story frame
Vabert sty Sycirgheld es+

on Am-

story frame

corner Fernwood and North Pan-
et, $3,000.

1. Moore & Whittington,

frame building, View

two
street,

Quebec

frame
frame
frame

frame

et

2009 &

.house, Cormorant street, $1,500,

S‘sﬁaoo

‘ing, View streef, §1,200.

jed buildings completed and in pro-

ST L T g
. McLean, dwelling, Moss street,

frame

D, F. MoCrimmon, 1% story dwelling,
Stanley avenue, $1,800. /- S A
Mr, McGinnis, one story frame build-

ﬁn.. Annie McGregor, 114 story

C.,W. Newbery, two story frame build:}
iﬂg, Sont.h ,T_\[}I_ler'.‘tm;’ sz,m b X
hn Nelsom, two story frame bulld
-Avenue; :

Mrs. R."Nash, tmf‘?&??y)?ﬁame build-
ing, Pemberton road, $3,000. ..

“Wm: Nicholson, two story frame house,
Esquimalt road, $800. .

S. H. Odell, 113 story frame building,
Niagara street, $2,000. s

Wm, Prout, alterations to Windsor
hotel, Government street, $1,900. -

First - Presbyterian c¢hurch, repairs,
ete., $2,000, - - g R i

Mrs. .E. Palmer, three one story frame
buildings, Michigamgtreet, $1,600 each;
total, $4,800. A

E. R. Pridham, new fronts to three
frame houses on Hiliside extension, $700
each; $2,100., ik SR
.Mz, ‘and Mg, Pigott, 1%, story frame
building, St, les street,” $2,000.

‘Alex; Peden, jr., - ome. story frame
building, Niagara street, $2,000.

¥. B. Pemberton, small tweo story
brick building, Fort street, $1,000. °
« Wm. Rocket, two story dwelling, cor-
ner Cook and Johnson streets, $2,5008

Rostein Bros., two story brick build-
ing, corner of Government and Couftney
streets, $14.000.

‘Mr. Rochon, small brick store, Whart
street, $400.

C. W. Rogers, two story brick build-
ing, Government street, $3,000, .

Royal Jtibilee hospithly dng #tory brick
building,’ $14,000. SR RA v

W. A. Robertson, frame  blatksmith’s
shop, Discovery street, $300.

Percy Richardson, one story frame
building, Toronto street, $1,200.

John Raymord, two story brick build-
ing, 23 story frame building, Belleville
street; $3.000.-

‘Wm, M, Ross, one  story
facing Esquimalt road, $1,500.

Two other houses, Dalton street, Vic-
toria West, $2,500. :

Mrs. J. Raymur, 1% story frame dwell-
L ing, Stanley avenue, $2.500. g

Ald. Stewart, dlterations to dwelling
on Norfh Patk street, $1,000.

Mr; Sheret, two story frame dwelling,
Cadboro. . Bay and Leighton roads,

$1,800, % £ig

Dr. Stdiner, one story frame building,
Belleville street, $550.

Seabrook, two' 1% story frame "

dwellings,« Discovery street, $3,600.

W. Smillie, one story frame cottage,
San Juan avenue, Beckley Farm, $1,200.

First Congregational church, Blanch-
ard street and Pandora avenue, $9,500.

Mrs. Tripp, frame dwelling,” Niagara
street, $1,200. %

. Robt. Tait, two story frame dwelling,
corner Ontario < and Oswego _streets,

P.. T., Whittington, building in Spring .

cottage,

Ridge, $2,100;
YEAR'S FIRE RECORD.

Largest Number of Alarms, But Loss
:\ . Comparatively Light.
Up to ' Wednesday it could safely be said
that the record of thefire department for
the ;{eaf 1903 was remarkable because |
of the farge number of alarms. and the
comparatively light loss.. The fire at the
Army and Navy clothing store, however,
upset calculations. and added :about five
thousand dollars to the losses for the:
year. During the past twelvel months
there :has been mere fires ‘and alarms |
than in-any: year -since the organization
of .the ‘department.‘ Unlike other years, |
the muumber of grass fire alarms has been

very-small; L

Wednesday's conflagration . was - the’
most, destructive-on: the list—the blaze at
the residences of B. J. Perry andothers
on Mary street coming mnext. Of course
in this, list the fires outside the city limits
are not included. . , . ; W

Quite a few of the fires might have de-
veloped into serious proportions but.for
the prompt work of the department, con-
spicuous. . among - which. yere these .. of
Paisley  dye works, Yates street, on
March 14th; B. C. metallic bedstead fac-
tory on July 29th; the St. Joseph’s-hos-
pital.on August 8th, when the fire had
‘been birning under'the-reof for probably
half ‘anhour before discovered, and then
only. resulting in a Joss of $5600, and that
of J. Meston’s carriage factory on Oec-
tober 16th. i -
Consgiderable new equipment has been’
added to . the department, principal
among which are 1,000 feet of paragon
cotton rubber lined hpse, one . Seagrave
two-piece trussed extension ladder and
one Browder -life-saving net; also new
horses to replace those which from time
te time become unfit for service. |

The returns by month are as follows: -

. Loss by Months, 1903.

No. of A&arms. Less.

November ..
December

$14,410
Loss by Years. g

| ideal breedin

v

Wil Send Twenty-Two Vassels Out This

Coming Season~—Seals in the

- Great Lakes,

Notwithstanding teme ‘heavy = losses
sustained during the past season, the de-
ion in’ the price of fur seal and some
il:,ooo sp:nt in re air% i:md ovse:haul-
vessels for sea, the Vietoria Sealing
Company for the past season, ending No-
vember 30th, has been able to declare a

:the very gratifying statement made in
the annual report presented at yester-
day’s meeting in theboard of trade build-
ing. The net balance from the company’s
earnings during the season was $16,-
886.03. The wages ‘g:id to crews oper-
ating v:rels#]on' o Pacifi¢ (go::g
amounted to $138,882.97. Eleven o
company’s Indian schooners worked on
this coast and eight white schooners in
Behring. Sea, which took combined 11,-
714 skins. In ‘additien there were the
Florence M. Smith and the H. B. Mar-
vin, which were sent to Cape Horn, and
which took 3,321 and 2474 skins, re-
spectively. IR §

It was decided: to send a ‘fleet of about
22 ‘vessels to this year, the Casco
and Triumph, which will be ready to sail
in about ten days, and 20 others which
will go down the ®oast. The rate of
wage to be paid Indian hunters, it was
agreed, should remain unchanged, name-
ly, $5 per skin for each canoe, or $2.50
per man, 2 \

The old board of  directors “were re-
elected as follows: Capt. J. G. Cox, R.
Hall, M. P. P., W. Menzie, R. Seabrook,
A. J. Bechtel, W2 Grant and J. J. Bos-
cowitz. - At 2 mieeting-of the directors R.
Hall, M. P, P., was elected president in
the place of Capt. J. G. Cox, the retiring
pres‘i)dent; R. Seabrook, was elected vice-
president; Capt. W. Grant.was re-elect-
ed as manager, angl. A. J. htel ‘as
treasurer.

Capt.- Grant’s management of the eom-
pany's:business met with the approval of
all present, ‘and ‘hig - suceéssful  and
economical - methods- highly commended.

No discussion’ arose in regard to the
recir:it agitation over the reported pro-
pos:
and after the transattion of the business
above mentioned the meeting ad;oumed.

Members of the com})any were interest-
ed in the following dispatch from Mar-
quette, Mich., shown them this-morning:
The dispatch says: *“Preliminary steps
for the formation of the Lake Superior
Seal Propagation Seciety have been
taken at Ashland, the object being to
stock Lake Superior  with fur-bearing
seals. The principals of the organization
are Seben Malroff, a Russian, with 30
years’ experience as a sealer; ex-Lieut.-
Governor Fifield, of Wisconsin, and J.
S. Robbins, of Rhinelander. It is esti-
mated that 10 . male and 40 female seals
in the lake will increase to 1,000 in 20
vears. Thé Apostle Islands, together
with Isle Royale:and’the rock shores of
Lake Superior, would it is believed, be

plaged.”” - * -

Capti-J. G . $vag Youdewlint sur-
prised to learn that any such experiment
as the above is about to be tried. It-is
a well-known faet, heé says, that up to
the present every precaution has been
taken to preserve the® food fish of the
Great Lakes. “If the seal is introduced :
the destructful propensities of _the little
animal will soon Be réalized. The seal is
an epicure in eating, apd.the food. fish is
the very ome.it makes for.. It has been
shown by experts that its usual diet con-
sists of .about six pounds of fish at once:
But it is not.in the mere consump:
of this ‘amount of:fish that thé seal is
most destructful, for when its hunger is
about half satisfied: the little animals
fish promiscueusly and bitting “off the
heads only devours the same, leaving the
rest untouched. In this way the seal
destroys a great many fish, and many of
them in the Great Lake would sbon give

cause for complaint. -
VANCOUVER NEWS,

Van Horne -Bloek 8Sold—No Tiee“ of
Missing’ Rancher.

The marriage of Mr. William Cammish
Coatham, principal of the ‘Boys® school,
New Westminster, and Mrs. Margaret
Ann  Johnston,’ of ‘the ‘same; city, took
place on Tuesday at the residence of Mr.
J. W. Cameron,* 451 Princess * street.’
The ‘ceremony was performed by Rev, J.
M. MacLeod, in the pregence of a few
intimate friends.  The young couple left
by ‘the Victoria. boat on their wedding
tour, ;and on’ their. return - will reside on
Ninth street, New Waestminster.

No trace of Mr. Yeatman, the ranch-
er of Valdez Island,- who was lost some
time ago while on g hunting trip with his
son, has been  feund after weeks of
searching. = James - Cook, of ' Ladner,
brother-in-law of Mr. Yeatman, has
just returned from «the island and says
the country for miles around where the
missing man was /last seen has been
searched and resedrched during the
past six sweeks. '~ Messrs. Pideock Bros.
& Company, who have a large mill on
Valdez Island, closed.operations to as-
sist in the hunt. Y v

A deal involving the sale of the Van
Horne ‘block, situated on the southwest
corner of MDunsmuir and Granville
streets, was \closed on Tuesday throuch
Messrs. B, B. Johmston, Howe & Ce.
The price paid was in the vicimity = of

No. of Alarms. Loss.
.29 42,750
6,000

Pius I1X., 1846-1877, reigned flve years
longer than Leo XIIIL, and stands in his- .
tory alone in the length of his pontificate. -

DB. AGNEW'S = OINTME:.L
PILES.—Itching, Bleeding and Blind Piles.
Comfort in one. application.

three to six nights. It cures all skin dis-
eases ip young and old. A remedy beyond
compare, and it never fails. 35 cents. Seld
by Jacksou & Co. and Hall & Co.—G3.

! intention ‘to remodel the premises
795 ' open a first-class hotel.
87 | pects_to commence,
900 | the building abeut::

© sipment:at so mueh a pound.
CURKES *

$35,000. The purchaser 'was John West,
a well-known ‘business: man, and it is his
and
Mr. West ex-
yoric on remedelling

middle of  JFanu-
ary, so that the ‘hotel will be ready for

{ the tourist, travel next spring.

2 Action is abent te be:taken to organ-
ise a Co-operative; Creamery Associa-
tion in the municipality of. Surrey. A

" thoroughly efficient: butter»maker has of- i

fered, in the event of the farmers fur-

nishing a site and erecting ‘a suitable |
building, to putin-the necessary machin- |
ery himself and pay a rental that, will

give interest on the investment, .while he |
will coniract to make butter ready for |
His wish {
is’ to have everything ready  for the |
spring. .

It cures In:

The French government. Las
tentions -of bailding g. palace
for. the reeeptiom of Royal
Paris

serious in-
exclusively
visitors 10>

| terisg

fnumber paying ‘th& tax at Victoria in

dividend of 5Q cents per share. This was |

sale of the company’s interests, |

-greatest .attention.
are those contained in the statement of
the revenues derived from the//Chinese.
This possesses a peculiar ioterest from
the fact that nt the end of another year !

-to 3500 few, if ‘an

hinese will be en
 the country.. ‘The number‘of im-
migrants who have afrived from - the-
Flowery Kingdem during the past twelve

months has more” than :doubléed” that.

1902, there having' been derived from
| the ‘Chinese during‘the past year $584;-
979, as against $258,820 for thé preced~
ing year. During the past moith there
arrived at this port from the Par Bast
1,236 Chinese, which is the largest hum-
ber on record entering in any one‘month.

The import duty during = 1902 was

o’ such revepue can be shown,‘for. with, 1 ;
fwnm&eg:m? nﬁf&““" ;
f linese will'he en-1 On.

colieetions. on the

‘thé“expofts this year amount

10 Tess thani those of last year, n circum-
stance explainable to a great extent to
the comparatively small output of sal-
‘mon and ‘other fish products this year.
Not-only was the salmon pack small, but
‘the exports of dog fish to the Orient

T

- .ﬁg“’x&éisﬁj}mﬁp@eﬁh ;

~On the “whale; however, . the returns’
for  the year xi?}ke & very satisfactory
| showing, and indiéate that Vietoria is
holding a .reasonable share of the busi-
1ess ‘of the province, despite the strepu-:
ous ‘opposition of neighboring cities,

Tn' the matter of imports, a most in-
portant feature of the year's business
htsp been that with the Far East and!
Wwith' Europe, via the round the world
stediners, which have lately been bring-
ing ‘heavy ‘freights~for Victoria. :

The returns, as eomplete as far as they
conld be obtained up ' to Wednesday

$719,977.31, as against $767,799.97 rep-
Statement of annés of Imports, Dutlablf

1903. - Free:
January
February
March

Dutlable.

3 178,

b
23408
263,620
v

190,018

evening, are as appended:

Dsad Free, With Revenues Collected, During

Other
R‘ev%l:eé
451 50
95 50
47 25
615 25

Duty.
48,767 18
55, 2

Chinese.
O $ 17,758
31,6680

&

550
,840

171,000

67,008
123,705

Totals

Statement of Values of Exports, Domestic
and Foreign, During 1903."

Domestie. Foreign.

gust .
September, .
'gcmbeﬁ 217,595
ovember 5 3 1%
December (estimated) .. 165,000

Totals

896,601 | $124,169

INLAND REVENUE;;
Returns For the Port of Vietoria the
Year Ending Thursday.
[ Lo
The following are the inland revenue
_collections for the year ended Pecember

31st, 1903: i

January

February ..
March

i

* 14,915 01
1‘2 843 85

November
December

—_—— —

WAR MAY BE AVERTED.

French Minister Making Strenuous Ef-
forts to Preserve Peatce:

Londaon, Dec. 30.—Lord Lamsdowne’s
diplomatic reception to-day céatred on
the Far Eastern:crisis: The. rRussian
ambassador,  Count Benckendorffiwas
ufiable 'to give the réception any' for-
mation regarding the tenotr of'%he 'Rus-
sian reply to Japan, as he had received
no ‘advices on the subject fmom St.
Petersburg. The__ foreign secretary
agopted a slightly more hopefu] tone to
the otller ambassadors than has pre-
vailed at the foreign office for the last
few days. The Associated Press learns
that this is chiefty.due to the persistent
belief of:the French foreign ::minister
that he will be able to prevail on Rus;ia
to make such compromises as will avert
war.

The ‘Japanese ‘minister, When :qtlies-
tioned by u representative of the Asso-
ciated Press regarding the hopefpl; atti-
tude, said he was aware . the,;. French
foreizn minister : was ‘making strenu-
‘ous’ efforts for peace. S8 far ds Baron
Hayashi knew to-flight these had not
been’ crowned with' success. ‘But the

1 Japanese " minister laid ‘much s€ress on

the Associated Préss dispatch * from
‘Paris announcing that the Frerch gov-
ernment did not believe that ivar’ be-
tween Russia and Japan would break
out, “and said:' “Fhe French ‘igovern-
ment must-be in a better position than
that of any “other power to kKiow the’
nature of the Russian reply. :1f they
are honest in saying they do not’ believe
there was danger of war, ‘thdy must
have been pretty certain Russia  will
agree at least to the spirit of Japan’s
proposals.. Up to now we hayve no indi-
cation of this, and unless Russia does
agree, there seems no way of ’ verfing
war. I enly trust that M. Delcasse
will be successful.”

Minister Hayashi definitely ‘stated
that the Russian evacuation of Man-
churia is not one of the Jupaneg‘e cardi-
nal demands. Baron Hayashi has de-
clared that in the event of war, - he
had the best authority for saying that
France would not join with Russia,
even shoyld China, co-operate with Ja-j
pan, and that the triple alliance would
preserve strict neutrality. For the form-
er statement Baron Hayashi’'s authority
is not known, and his belief in F'rance's
neutrality :in case of China joining in !
the conflict creates:some doubt and as-
tonishment. 3

In diplomatie cireles here, thede is no
indication when the Russian reply may
be expected. At the foreign office and
at the Japanese, American and! other
embassies, the Novo Vremya’s éditorial |
of to-day is regarded:as warlike, but the
suggestion was made at one embassy
that the remarks might really be intend-
ed for home consumption in order to
make a compromise more palatible to |
the Russian war party. ) |

Greal Britain appears to be édénfining !
her diplomatic efforts to - preserve |
peace solely at Paris and Tokio. She
has not attempted, it is asserted here;
to bring pressure to bear at St..iPeters-
burg, leaving that phase of tlié nego-
tiations to France. o'k

At the Russian embassy lateiio-night'
it was said that the reply of;iRussia
had not yet been presented, nor’had any !
indication of its probable tone been re
ceived. - The news -of Japan's purchase
of the Argentine ‘erfuisers building at
Genoa was receiveg.at the Rusgian em-
bassay with a smile,.and remarksy“They
are not 8o very formidable, afternlk”

In German» diplowmatic cireles here the
cpisis i3 regardhd slxostt cptirely @&  a
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trial of strength between Foreign Min-
ister Lamsdorff and Viceroy Alexieff,
the former with the Czar’s support, be-
ing notoriously opposed to war, and the
latter being believed .to favor it. Up to
now the viceroy is thought in this
quarter to have had :the beéfter of it}
and to have committed Russia to such
an extent that atcompromise, in spite of
the Czar’s personal feeling, is impossi-
ble.
: Minister’s View.
Washington, Dec. 80.—The Japanese
minister to the United States called at
the American ‘state department to-day
and reported that the situation in the
Far East gives great councern, and that
Japan is. preparing for the worst.
Japan Gets Ships.

London,” Dee¢. 80.—Japan this evening
completed the purchase of the Argentine
warships Moreno ‘and Rivadavia, build-
ing at Genoa, Italy, for which Russia
also was negotiating. Japan paid $7,-
500,000 for the vessels.

: ‘Wants More Cruigers.
“Santiago' De Chili, Deé. 830.—The Chil-

| ian government has received offers from
the Japanese - government for the pur-

chase of ‘two Chilian warships, the bat-
tleship Capitan Prat, 6,000 tons, and
the cruiser’Chacabuco, 4,500 tons.

: Awaiting Russia’s Reply.

Tokio, Dee. 31.—The completion of all
the necessary preparations for eventuali-
ties have been followed by a temporary
Iull pending the receipt of Russia’s re-
ply. It is reported at Seoul that the
Russian minister is trying every means
to-induee the Koreaw eourt to grant Rus-
sia a lease ;of Massampho as a naval
lstation. The unrest in southern Korea
continues,

- Russian View.

~Paris, . Dee. 81.—The St. Petersburg
cerrespondent ‘'of the Paris edition of the
New York Herald says that the domin-
ant sentiment to-day is that war is in-
evitable, A military authority, accept-
ing-as a fact that war is a foregone coun-
clusion, said to the correspondent: “I
ptesume that when the time comes the
Japanese will effect a landing in Korea.
‘Well, what'of it,’and what after?” thus
indicating ‘that Russia‘ does not.propose
to: take precipitate action in the event
of Japan trying to force the situation.

Anxious to Meet Prince,
_London,  Dec. 31.—The Times Pekin
c6rresponden§ says that during the- visit
o0f Huyufen, the director of the northern
railways to Port Arthur, Admiral Alex-
ieff, the Russian viceroy im. the. Far
Wgst, requested him to invite the Chi-
ngse court to send an imperial prince to
Port Arthur for the purpose of arrang-
ing mafters’ directly with Viceroy Alex~
ieff and away from Japanese intrigues:

Nothing Decided. /

8t. Petersburg, Dec. 31:—The foreign
¥ office declarés nothing has yet been de-
cided regarding Russia’s reply to Japan.
Kurino, the Japanese minister here, has
: been conferring actively with Foreign
Minister Lamsdorff.

OFFICERS INSTALLED

At Meeting of Temple Lodge, A. F. &
¢ A. M., at Duncans,

On Saturday last the officers of
Temple lodge No. 33, A. F. & A, M,,
Duneans, were installed by Distriet
Deputy Grand Master E. B. Paul. The
following were . the officers installed:
Bro, Christopher Dobsen,  worshipful
master;.Bro. A. Petersen, senior warden}
Bre. D. &. Perry, junior warden; Bro.
Ti Pitt, seeretary; Bro. R. Ventress,
treasurer; J. Evaus, 8. D.; T. C. Jones,
J. ' P.; W. Duyer, I. G.; J. MeL., Camp-
belt and G. Hoeper, stewards; E. F.
Clark, tylen

After the installation thie brethern re-
fired to the Tuzahlem hotel, where re-
freshments were provided for members
of the craft. After doing justice to the
delicacies the worshipful master proposed
the toast, “King and Craft.” Toasts
and speeches followed. The district
deputy grand master was very gratified
to find the Todge in so prosperous a con-
dition,

Thirteen families were rendered home-
less by fire yesterday in North Beyne,
N. Y. Four persons were injured. Nine
bouses were burned and five others
partially destroyed.

atively ont of all proportion with f:

| matter of fact, however,

L0 MG . S s
The ‘spread of noxiots ‘weeds can be
attributed to no . single ' canse, 'J:hbe
em {0 be maturally adapted to rapi
: spreading, - exl 3
natural and artigcial ageneies' which aid
in their disser tion. | Not the least fm-
-portant among these agencies is 'the seed
nin trade. Almost every farmer pur-
chases yearly séed of grain or grasses
; nd clovers with little thonght of “intro-
. ducing’ weed seeds in this way. As a

“ seed perfectly free from iveed seeds of
" some kind. Ocecasionally these are not
particularly injurious, but not frequently
théy are mose undesirable, and, being in-
t » unconsciously, gain a strong
foothold before their presence is suspect-
ed. In this connection some particuiars
of the analysis of seeds from the depart-
ment of agriculture at Ottawa should be
of interest, as théy show to what extent
these conditions prevail.

Of over two hundréd samples of
timothy analyzed during 1903 only four
- had no weed seeds in -them; in the others
over thirty different kinds of weed seeds
were represenfed. Of these cinguefoil,
peppergrass, sheep sorrel, ribgrass, false
flax, lamb’s-quarters, Canada thistle and
white cockle were most commonly pre-
sent, often at the rate of several thou-
wand per pound. In red clover and
alsike, of each of which there were sey-
eral hundred samples -analvzed, there
were upwards of forty speeies of weed
seeds, those being commonest whose size
approximated that of the clover seed.
Thus in red clover were commonly found
curled dock, Canada thistle, white cockle
and ribgrass, while in alsike, false flax,
white cockle, sheep sorrel, cinquefoil and
black medick were prevalent.

The primary cause for this prevailing
condition is no doubt
weeds: with the crop for seed, and the
tendency of farmers to buy improperly
cleaned seeds beeause they are cheaper
than, and to a casual examiner, equally
as good as dearer grades: It is usually
safe to regard cheap seed as of inferior
gual;tty and on this account to avoid buy-
ing it. 5

Dodder was present in twelve samples
{ ofired clover at an average rate of 418
seéeds per pound; this ig
mere than was the case & year ago, and
was no doubt due to more seed being im-
ported from the south, where this par-
asite thrives much betfer than here. The
amalysis of several samples obtained
from Chili showed that dodder iy a very
common impurity in sced from that
country, one samuple having upwards: of
seven hundred seeds per 'pound  and
others somewhat Jess. There is no prob-
ability of Canada ever having to import
seed frem Chili, but as both countries
have a common marizet for their surplus
supply, the presence of this impurity in

adian product a considerable advantags.
Were it not for this circumstance the
Chilian -red. clover seed would prove a
danigerots, competitor, as it is well col-
ofed, plump and of high vitality, and
ngh few other objectionable i-mpﬁr'it%#s.
~ucveral samples of export
alsike and red clover were obtained from
English seed merchants. All these show-
ed a uniform quality, none of them free
from weed seeds, but had apparently
been.well cleaned as there was a notable
absence of such impurities as light seeds,
chaff, or weed seeds either larger or
sicaller than the bulk
all ‘nombers of cockle” black medick

and of foxtail and ribgrass in the -red
elover, The germination was uniformly
over ninety per.ccnt. The average qual-
ity was therefore considerably - better
thf.m that of the seeds retailed in Can-
adian markets. It should always be re-
membered, however, by buyers that,
while the average ‘quality of Canadian
seeds may be low, the highest grades are
gll_‘yayp offered for sale, and this quality
is in the erd thé mest profitable,

TO PRESS HIS SUIT.

A, B, Henry, Who Has Action Against
Victoria Terninal Company, Is
in City.

A. E. Henry, the heaviest shareholder
in -the Victoria- Terminal ‘Railway Com=
piny, is ine the city a guest at the Vernon,
He is-accompanied by his solicitor D. G.
Macdonnell, of Vancouver. My, Henry
has come West in connection with a suit
which e has against the Victoria Ter-
niinal ‘Company,: and wisich is'expegted
to come np in court in, Vancouver fiext
week, ‘Hep is -a large contracter in
.COhieago, Milwaukee and other cities,

He con.ends that he is entitled to ome-
lalf of the stock of the Victoria Ter-
minal Company, and on that ground his
action is pardally based. When the
company was financed by Mr. Wheeler,
formerly agent of the Great Northern at
Vancouver, Mr. Heury says he bought &
half interest. Since that it has transpired
that a majority of the stock is held by
the other shareholders, Ho contends that
having bought a half interest he is en-
titled~vo it, aud is pressging for it.

In additien te this he wants the money
advanced by him as a loan te the .eomr
pany paid back.

-On these grounds
setion,

Mr. Henry. believes that when the
facilities possessed by the Victoria Ter-
minal for laying dewn freight in bulk
become adverdised sufficiently in  the
East that the line should do a good busi-
ness, The building of the Coast-Koot-

he has ' entered

very materially,
hopeful of the results.

FAST TRAIN DERAILED.
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~ CHARMER LAST NIGHT
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Crossed theContinent i Seven Dayse
Semething About Experiment Tried
i Transportation. .

(From Thursday’s Daily.)

Just seven days from Halifax to Viee
toria was: the time taken by company
No. 58, R. G. A., in making its trans-
continental tour, The company arrived
on the Charmer last night, Major C. E.
: English in command, accompanied by
Capt. M, Williams, Lieut. Geary and

Lieut. Fall, all of the Royal Artillery,

and Capt. Wright, of the Army Service
| Cotps. - Of the ‘rank’ and file there are
! 156 men of the Royal ‘Garrison Artillery,

36 Royal Engineers, foun of the Royal
i Army Medieal Corps and one of = the
| Army Ordnance Corps, o
: T.here are. in ‘gall 224 in' the company,
| which includes 25 Royal Engineers di-

rect from - England, 20 children and 12

women. ;

Regarding the  trip
English says: i 1
“We had a very good run through, and
the C. P, R., which ‘took charge of every
detail of -transpertation, certainly hand}-
| ed us well. We encountered some very
cold weather en route, and at Rat Port-
age and White Ri\'rer, along the »
i shore, the thermometer registered 35
| low zero.  In ome imstance two cars were-
i frozen up while a change of engines was
| being effected, but the inconvenience'was
only temporary, being soon remedied.

“T'he  experiment in hammocks, is, F
think, worthy of adoption. The men
are not altogether in  favor of - this
 method of transportation, but it is 'con-

overland  Major

j venient, especially when sleeping cars
| are not available. More men. can be
carried, ~and’ the ventilation is better.
The Imperial authorities fitted up one
of the first-class cars with hammockg,
These were slung’ from beams - in . the
car, some longitndinally and others
latitudinally. It was found that “the
former worked more successfully, as the
latter swung together when the traim
was rounding curyes. The former, too,
allows of more men; heing accommodated
in-a cyr. The hammocks were used in
the ‘nature of al experiment to ascertaim
whether, il case of ‘#h’ émergency; box
! cars could be nised for troops wher ‘a8~
| senger coaches could not be had, in case
| of geclaratien of war, and when it was
| found necessary.to rushi a.large number
of troops across the rcontinent.” ’
{ - Loecal yachtsmen will be pleased to
. learn that €apt.. Williams has brought

his famous little ya¢ht along, which has

taken three firsts at Halifax this year.
: A number of horsespand ponies and dogs
! also arrived, with,thecompany.

Football formed theip - ghief - active re-
creation oh' the”jbdriéy,! and several
matches were play f}i' “various stopping
. points. The officerg. attributed the per-

fect health of -the. men to the exercige
, they were able to:obtain in' this way.
i Snowballirz, of cougse, was indulged im

at every availablélopportunity, and at

Schrieber many of fie mén were slight-

ly touched with frost,"while two were
; severely frest hitten, Wwhile thus engaged.
! "The company were conveyed to Work
i Point in special. ears last night, and are
i to-day busy settlingi.down in their new
| quarters. VAP

They were metatothe-C. P. R. wharf
last night by the Fifth Regiment band,
headed by which they marched up Bas-
tion street and along Government to the
corner of Yates, where cars were in
waiting. A large number were on hand
| to witness. the company’s arrival, and a
great deal of interest was manifested im
so fine a looking body of men.

THREE PERISHED IN FIRE.

Burned to Death in Blaze Which Parti-
ally Destroyed the Tro; Club.

B S e . =
Troy, N. Y. Dec. 30.—~Moses T,
Clough, the nester of  the Rensslauer
County Bank, and the only survivor of
i the class of 1848 of Dartmouth Co
{ Wm. Shaw, head of the law firm of
Bailey & Murphy, of w ?
i former United States Senator Edward
Murphy's son is a member, and Benja-
min W. Kinney, manager for the Puller-
Warren Company in Boston, Mass., are
dead, the victims of a fire which parti-
i ally destroyed the Troy club in an early
hour this morning, The outbreak brok:
| out soon after a dinner of society peop
of this section had broken up in the
building.

¢

| Henry F. Pullen erossed to Vancouver
« this morning.

He will Institute a -ladies”
circle of the Woodmen of ‘the World this
evening, returning on to-morrow’'s boat.

There is Hope
for Gancer Sufferers

THE NEW  CONSTITUTIONAL
TREATMENT SUCCESSFUL

IN THE WORST CASES. ;

Those who suffer from cancers and”

Three Men Reported to Have Lost

Their Lives, '
Ashtabula, Ohio, Dec. 31.—Fast pas-
senger train No. 22 on the Lake Shore
was derailed neéar here. Two engineers
and one. fireman are reported killed.

During the past thirty days fifty-one
tons of “Salada” Ceflon tea have been
passed through the customs for = the
Uhnited ‘States market.

. ations have failed tc bring relief.

! not permamently eradicate

» Jury, Bowmanville, Ont,

tumors must not lose hopé because oper-
We
have cases on record which prove posi-
tively that our Constitutional treatmens
for Cancers and Tumors has cured some
of the worst cases after operations did
the disease.
Learn all about our pleasant home treat-
ment before trying dangerous experi-
ments. end two stamps for book, “Can-
cer, Its Canse and Cure.” V, Stott &
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To Cold in One Day
Laxative Bromo Quinine Tablets.
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