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For the first time in the history of the
new coal mines being opened up by the
Crow’s Nest Coal Company, an;appalling
disaster has overtaken the men engaged
in the development of the vast coal‘ beds,
' which Fernie is the centre. Fast night
to the

Ol
. terrific explosion announced
M milies: living along Coal creek, in the
vicinity of the pit mouth and to the in-
habitants of the young city of Fernie, a
foyr miles distant that the most dreaded
of al] events in a mining camp__an ex-
plosion in the workings—had taken place.
No, 2 shaft, tle dnest and "gassiest of
the tunnels had Jlxstxﬁed the -apprehen-
<ion twhich has frequently been expressed
1\‘;;:!.r'ding it by the government inspector,

and death in its most terrible form had |

<ome upon the men work‘ing tﬁere. The
extent of the disaster was of course
problematical, but it was known that
about 175 men were in the tunnel,
¢f these only thirty or forty could be ac-
ccanted for, while the return of the fe-
licf parties from the tunnel with the
bodics of ten or mere lifeless miners told
<rly too truly of the deadly work of the

and

afterdamp.

Although the accident took place at 7
o'clock last night it was not until this
morning that the first intimatien of it
reached the . outside world.. The first
man to be notified here, was William
of Oak Bay, who early this
morning received a wire  from Mr, C.
Wrigglesworth, who is em-

IPcrmie,

a relative,
picyed in the mines. The dispatch was

very brief, and merely announced the

fact that an explosion had takn place in

niines 2 and 3, and that about 125 min-
ers were dead.

Althotigh the telegraph wires were at
.once set in motion to ascertain further
particulars, the forenoon was lest in'bar-
ren atfempts to get into the coal town.

The telegraphic facilities there are lth-

d, and the e‘zcxtement naturalty r\oul'%#
2

fier )ﬁﬁte&ﬁg the dlﬁiculty of getting
a coherent story of the sad affair to the !
It was a repetition of
what occurred when a similar fatality

outside world.

fell upon Cumberland, and when the
greatest difficulty was experienced in get-
ting into telegraphic connection with that
place,

Mr. Fernie, after whom the mines
were named, he being the discoverer of
them, shared in an extraordinary degree
the general anxiety for intelligence,
In the afterncon more

available, and the Times before going to

details were

press was in possession, through the As-
scciated Press and special dispatches, of

"~ what may be regarded as practically a

complete story of the disaster as far as
can be ascertained up to this time,

& -~O__

/ AINERS L\TO\IBFD

Fe.ned \nmbex .of Dedd “ ill- Be
yor One, Hundred . and ]"ut\'

It 1

Fernle,

May 23—
occurred last night about

A terrible explosion
7.30 in No. 2
shaft of the Crow’s Nest Pass Coal Co.,
extending to No. 3 shaft.

Many

the time,

men were working in the mine

The work of rescue is being hurried
forwarded, and assistance from all avail-
able sources is being rushed to the
reseue,

The presence of coal damp added ;,;l‘Qilt
danger to the work of rescue,

Out of ‘'some two hundred miners at
work in the mine at the time the explo-
sion occurred, only 25 or 30 are known
to have escaped,

Already eight or ten dead bodies have
been taken out.

Of the 150 or 175 men entombed, it is
feared that a large percentage is lost.

Perfect order prey vails, although a ter-
rible gloom has set over the town, The
sc¢ene is heartrending in the extreme.

Tha wail of the widow and orphan is
heard on all sides,

Those known to be dead are: Stephen
Morgan, John Halley, James and Dougall
Muir, Thos. Fairfield and son,

It will be impossible to get full par-
ticulars for some time.

SRS

MINE IS NOT ON FIRE.,

Ventilation Is Being Restored and Bodies
May Be Reached To-morrow.

Vancouver, May 23.—Latest advices

from Fernie.say the mine is not on fire

THE TOWNXN OF FERNIE, B. C,,

IN 1901.

and - ventilation
stored. It is expected all the bodies will

be reached not tater than to-morrow
morning
O e N

A NANAIMO VICTIM.

tobert Liamb, a Former Resident of the
Coal City,” Among the Dead.
May 23.—The friends of

Robert Lamb huave received a message

Nanaimo,

that he is among the victimsg at Fernic.
He formerly resided here and is married.
/

gt

: PROMfP" ACTION.

Subsgcriptions to Be Collected at \:m.umo
In -Aid of Sufferers.

Nanaimo, May _". —Actirg promntly
on intelligence of the disaster at I'ernmie,
Alayor Manson authorized the ve-
ceiving of contributions for a-relief fund
at the gates leading to the grounds where
the celebration is held to-day and to-
Contributions will be received
by persons specially appointed to receive

has

IMOrTrow.

them, and they will be forwarded in due
The disaster naturally appeals
strongly to Nanaico. The  greatest
anxiety is felt here for particulars, as
many have friends in the mines there.

-——

THE FERNIE MINEE

conrse.

Are Situated About Six Miles From the
Town—The Shafts Are Connected.

Nos, 2 and 3 mines, in which the ex-
plosion occurred, are connected, and the
inspector of mines has pointed outin_ his
reports that an explosion in the one

mine was the one in which the air was
driest and dustiest, and from which most
apprahension has therefore always: been
felt. This mine also gave off gas when
the mine was at work. Although No, 3 |
was wet, an explosion in No. 2 was there-
fore likely to affect No. 3.
of the inspector a proper use of the ven-
tilating fan which the company has kept
constantly in use, an enlargement of the
air-ways, keeping the brattic close into
the face, putting stopings in-as required,
and -maintaining good diszipline, #hould
resalt in a fair exemption from danger.

The Iernie mines are one, of three
camps which the Crew’s Nest €oal Com-
pany operates, mnamely, Ferrie, Michel |
and Morzjsey, all within ‘a few miles of |

each other. The Fernie mines are sttu- !
ated ‘six ‘milcs out of the town, and are

would be apt to affect the other. " No, 2 |

In the opinion |

is being gradnally re-;

ON THE TIPPLE AT COAL CREEK.

in. the most advanced st
ment. Three seamds are }
here as follows:
No. 1 tunnel enters the face
mountain on the right side of C
Phis tunnel is gaseous, the
ate with safety lamps
ventilated by the separate split
by: a Chandler fan, and ia othér way
This mine is dry. but not ¢ and the
coal is brought out by elecirvie 1
Opposite No. 1 tunnel, and ent
| face “on, the other side of Coul creek,
.N 3 ' Deep (or Dip), one of the two
| mines involved in the catastrophc. This
i mine is ventilated from the surface, the
{ main hauling road being the i . The
il: n\m) and
rorably ' re-

I'mine is a'wet one, and its v
|

| general safety have been
iported on by the inspectors,

? No. 2 Deep (or Dip), the other mine
{involved in the dfsaster, 's worked (as |
iiur ag ventilation is concerned) in con-
{ nection’ with No. 3, the same fan being
I the motive pm\ er for ventilation in both
{'mines. No, 2, as already mentioned, has
| been regarded as tlre most dangerous of
the three, although yentilaton and gen-
etal canditions m 1t have been steadily
increasing.

The coa]l from these mines is brought

i A 1 g
s ) garded as menacing’ at that time

the level, there being no shafts,

out on
1 to a tipple, with a dumping

2

| capacity of ten tens a minute.
Mino-Was in Good Shape.
Notwithstanding that the report of In-
spector Dick in the last-published report !
of the department of mines
{ No, 2 mine is'somewhat of a menace, it

states that

:will be a great satisfaction to the public |

'to learn that the conditions which he're-
have
{ all bcen eliminated. The
have shown themselves to be deeply
of their
ago the

property, but the lives
men. About a month
cial niineralogist, W. I Robertson, re-
ceived Inspector Dick’s last report, and
it was
apprehension had practicaly
been. removed. The report, which has
net yet been published, states that the
new fans which were installed about six
monthks ago are furnishing an excess of
wir with a reserve of 40 per cent., which
was not required.

It is evident, therefore, that the causes
of tie accident were ndt these which

cause  fo

management |
desirous of protecting not only their own !

work- |
provin-

gratifying to learn from it -that |

might be anti¢gipated from the last pub-
. lished report of the inspecteor.
j In one of his reports Mr.

i{'to ' the fact that there
many foreigners in No. 2,
spplied with
sonte of them -seemed to disregard the
if:u-t that a safety lamp improperly used
iis not a safety lamp at ah.

Dick refers
were a great
and aithough
safety lamps,

they were

i of the accident may be found in this fact,
but of course up to the prescnt time is
. pure conjecture.

Tho  Inspecior's Report.

received from Inspector Dick a telegram
place in mines 2 and 3. His figures &if-
: fer somewhat from those given by the
Associated Press, ss he states that there
were 133 men in the mine when the
| catastrophe took place, of whom 24 are
i accounted for.
‘have been recovered,

Deparemental Promptitude,

As soon as notified of the disaster the
1depmtment of mines' férwarded instrue-
tions to the gold commisgioners and teo
other government officials to take pmmp‘t
steps to alleviate all distress and to

\

The cause

Tha depariment of mines this morning ,

stating that a terrible accident had taken. |

Five bodies he states

¥

Terrible Explosion in Mines in the Crow’s Nest
Pass, in Which Over One Hundred Lives
Are Believed to Have Been Lost.

by the damp or were carried out te the
air unconscious by their companions,

It became evident after one or two at-
tempts that it would be necessary to re-
pair the overcasts whicih conduct the air
to the mines. This was attended to with
expedition, the broken sections being re-
paired with great difficulty, owing to the
ever-present poisonous gases.

The rapidity with which the relief
party worked is shown by the fact that
late last night the Times special corres-
pondents® at Fernie were able to report
the recovery of 37 bodies.

The provincial mineralogict, W. F.
Robertson, left last night for Fernie to
1epresent the department of mines on
the scepa, ~/

The Times has received from the
TFernie Board of Trade the following dis-
patch: “The Fernie Board of Trade
would urgently call the attention of alt
Ppeople that a great calamity has overy
taken the fown. By a mine oxplosion®
150 men havye been killed and mnch desti-
{ution prevails, . Kindly collect subserip-
tions ard forward the same to the Bank
of Cemmerce relief fund.”

In accordance with the above he Times
has opened a subsecription list,
{ promiptly
conteil:

and will
acknowledge and forward all
tiony,

—— 0

LATER PARTICULARS,

Work of Rescue is Carried
Great Difficulty.

on With

Fernie, B. C., May 24—A terrible ex-
plosion 400k place in numbers 2 ‘and 2
mines at Coal Creek, near Fernie, at 7.15
D» m. on the 22nd inst., in which at least
150 coal miners lost their lives,

It is‘ generally believed that it was
caused by an explosion of coal dust. The
explosion was so great that the roof of
the fan house was blown away above the
mcuatain fop and came down in little
pieces, Stones, dirt and dust were blowe
sc high' that they did not descend
minurek. -« Mine Ifispector Dick happened
to be in fown, tmd is assisting in the re-
lief,

tlief pgxhies are working heroically

Pzt %““Pi& Soi'far only. thxrtv-seyuL
["Fodies have been lecoveredA

whatever aid lay in their power.

B TAS
COAL COMPANY,
About - the Orza
¢h Owns the:Feinie Mi:

THI

Something

The Crow's Nest Coal Compauy, pro-
rrietors of the Fernie mines, is the out-
growth of the enterprise of a
of Victorians.
res s at. Oak .Bay,
Galt company had applied for a charter
through the Crow’'s Nest Pass, interested
2 number of other gentlemen, who put
an exploring party in the field with Mr,
Fernie at ‘its head,

Fhe little syndicate, wie thus laid the
foundation for the! greater .corporation,
censisted of Col. Baker;. Wm, Fernie, f’.
(€. Fernie, V, H, Baker, J, D.. Pember-
fon, B, Bray, J. E. Humphreys and I
W. Aylmer.

One week after taking the field in
1887 the party found the first scam on
Martin creek. This they named the
Jubilee, it being found within a few
days of the Queen’s Jubilee anniversary.
Ledge after ledge were discovered in the
years following. Then the B. C. South-
ern charter was obtained, for the coii-
struction -of which the company was to
receive 20,000 acres a mile. They afler-
wards purchased 11,000 acres from the
government.

For a time the company was threat-
cred with extinetion by the C. P. R., bat
mainly through Mr. Fernie's cfforts,
who hung on to his holdings when others
weakened, the co-operation of Senator
Cox, Robt. Jaffray, Elias Rogers, Col.

learning

was enlisted, and the future of the com-
pany was assured.

Since that the B. C. Southern railway
has been constructed as a feeder to the
Great Northern, enermous coke ovens
have been built, and I'ernie itself. has
sprung from a hamlet to one of the most
promising cities in Canada. The output
of the company’s mines are almost daily
while the superior coking

qualities of the eoal makes it do\\rable

for the finest steam purposes. - It is osh-
: mated that the ¢empany has in its lands
a «coal deposit of twenty-twe billions of
tons.

T'he mines are now urfler the manage-
ment of T. N. Steckett,

i increasing,

The details of the terrible disaster at
Ferni, although gathered but slowly,
tshow that the first apprekensions regard-
ing the extent of the dicaster were fully
| justified. The rescue work heroically
ilmdertaken but a few minutes after the
| explosion took piace disclosed the pres-
{ efice of the deadly after-damp but a few
i hundred feet into the {unmuel. tepeated-
Iy the brave men who went to the rescue

syndicate |
In 1886 Wm, Fernie, who

that the !

Pellatt, and other influential capitalists !

i Twenty-three who worked on the left

{ side of No. 3 mine had a miraculous

' escape. =y

{ The Church of England in Fernie iz
being used as a morgue,

Many of the killed leave large families
i ond scarcely a family but mourns thee
} less of some one, 4

On account of the fire damp and the
wreck of the interior of the mine, it wilt
be several days before all the bodies are
recovered.

The different fraternal societies are
taking care of the bodies of their de-
ceased brethren, =

A large number of miners from Michel
and Morrisey mines have come in to
assist in the relief,

Many of those relieving were overcomnter
with the fire damp, and had to be re-
i suscitated by the Coal Company’s corps
{ of four doctars, who kaed like Trasr
JJU\

A lna:‘!v thendod mcetihg of the
hoard -of “frade was held this evening
to take steps to aid the relief of the
widows and orphdns, A subscription lise
was passed around, and in.ten minutes
over $1,100 was raised by the citizens
and merchants of the town. Steps were
taken to get outside aid. The manages
of the Bank of Commerce was appointed
ireasurer of the relief fund.
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SOME

Jodies Have Been Taken Frozmy
the Mines.

Whose

Fernie, May 23.—Following sre tiwe
rames of victims of last evening's &is-
aster whose bodies have been recovered
up to the pn-\'m't time:

STEVE MORGAN.

JOR \LN(:AL.\,

WILLIE ROBINSON.

V. JOENSTON.

1. LEADBEATER.

FRANK SALTER.

JOIIN M‘LEOD

THOMAS FEARFULL.

THOS, JOHNSON.

W. BRIERLY,

JOE TULSA.

JOHN KORMAN.

RONALD JONES.

WALTER WRIGHT.

ANDREW HOVAN.

THOS, GLOVER.

JAMESR CARTLEDGE.

OWEN HOLMES.

V. FERGUSON.

M. J. FLEMING.

SAM HARD.

. STEPHENS.

JOHN HUGHES.

JOHN CARNIFF.

JAMES MINTYRE.

 of the ewtombed men were' driven back

{(Continted on page 2)




