Laurier Issues Mani

War Policy Includes Referendum on Military

Service Act; Urges

Tariff Reform, Food

¥ Control and Unity of Action—Asks Nomi-
nations in Every Constituency

Ottawa, Ont., Nov. 4—Sir Wilfrid
document addressed “to the Canadian
his policy and outlines his aims.

Laurier has issued his manifesto, In a
people,” the opposition leader declares

On the all-important question of participation in the war, Sir Wilfrid claims
that “A fundamental objection to the government’s policy of conscription is
that it conscripts human life only and does not attempt to comscript wealth,
resources or the services of any persons other than those who come within the
age limit prescribed by the military service act.”

The first duty of a Laurier administration would be “to find the men,

money and resources necessary to ensure the fullest measure of support to our‘

heroic soldiers at the front and to enable Canada to continue to the very end
to do her splendid part to win the war.”

STILL ADHERES TO REFERENDUM.

To this Str Wilfrid adds: “As to the present military service act, my
policy will be not to proceed further under its provisions until the people have
an opportunity to pronounce upon it by way of a referendum. I pledged my-
self forthwith to submit the act to the people and with my followers to carry
out the wishes of the majority of the nation as thus expressed.” _

As remedies for an economic situation, “which is admittedly critical,” Sir
Wilfrid promises: “Tariff reform. Control of food supplies and prices. Stop
to profiteering.”

The two increases in the tariff made since the beginning of the war, he
would remove. These are: 7% per cent, on all commodities coming into Can-
ada from outside Great Britain and five per cent. on goods coming from Great
Britain. He also “would immediately remove the duties on agricultural imple-
mints and other essentials, as demanded by the western farmers.”

In connection with the high cost of living he “would take drastic steps to
“bring under government control all food producing factories so that food may
be sold at a fixed price under the control of the government.” 1f 'satisfactory
arfangements could not be made with the food producing factories, Str Wilfrid
declares, he would not hesitate to commandeer.

STOP TO PROFITEERING ON WAR SUPPLIES.

The manifesto of the most important contributions towards the war is to
put a stop to profiteering on war supplies. The government has deliberately
encouraged profiteering for the benefit of its partisan followers. A first duty of
my admiration will be to ensure to the country, which pays for war supplies,
the excess of exorbitant profits being realized by -profiteers. “If necessary,”
Sir Wilfrid continues, “he will noi hesitate to take control of the factories en-
gaged in the supply of war materials.”

Suitable government ships also, Sir Wilfrid believes, should be turned to
the production of war materials at cost prices.

Sir Wilfrid passes in review alike some of the legislation of the late gov-
ernment and the ;;rogramme of the present. He finds no trace in the manifesto
of the union government that its Liberal members bave influenced their col-
leagues to the adoption of measures they deemed essential. He refers to
“most of the articles” in that manifesto as “stale common-places ” resur-
rected for a new election. He declares of the war times election act, passed
last session, that it “is a blot upon every instinct of justice” and holds the view
that the Canadian Northern Railroad purchase should be adjudicated upon by
ihe new parliament.

Full Text of Manifesto.

A consultation of the people at shoit
and regular periods is the right of a free
people. The constitution provides ac-|
cordingly for a general election every |

Qsive years. it is undeniable that there
has existed a strong desire in the com-
munity to avoid an election during the
war. ! |

An impression prevails that had T ac-
cepted the invitation of the prime min-
ister to join his government a new ex-
tension would have been possible. This
impression is absolutely erroneous, the
fact being that the invitation extended
to me was coupled with the stipulation.
that the coalition government would
pass a conscritpion measure and thea
appeal to the country, thus making an
clection unavoidable.

The government as recently construct-
ed, the union government so-called, is
now appealing to the country for sup- |
port. Six members of the Liberal party,
some of them close personal friends,
have consented to become members of
the administration, and the programme
which they intend to follow has already |
been placed before the public, but inf
this programme no trace is to be found !
that the Liberal members of the admin-
istration have succeeded in influencing'
their colleagues to the .adoption of meas-
ures which they deemed essential, not
only to win the war but for the welfare |
of the country at all times.

Most of the articles in the govern- |
ment’s manifesto are simply stale com-:
monplaces extracted from the Conser-
vative programme of 1911, forgotten
after the election, resurrected for a new
election. Such is the promise of econ-
omy of public expenditure, and such the
nromise of civil service reform—two re-

S forms which the opposition would have |
been happy to support in the last par-:
liament, if the government had afforded
them the opportunity. '

Matter of Immigration. ‘

One particular item is deserving of
attention. “A strong and progressive
poiicy of immigration” is promised. This
will be, perhaps, the most important
question after the war. t

The burdens which are now being ac- |

S

e

UFFERED |

' crease in~the population.

,cumulated, and which will have to be

assumed and borne by the Canadian
people, can be faced if the enormous re-
sources of the country are developed.

| But development demands a rapid® in-

Hence the
necessity of a strong and progressive im-
migration policy. It is manifest that the
promised strong and progressive policy
has been seriously impaired by the
breach of faith with naturalized Cana-
dian citizens involved in the withdrawal
of the political franchise from large
numbers of these citizens. . This must
prove a serious bléw to immigration, es-
pecially when the conduet of the Cana-
dian government is contrasted with the
attitude of the United States, where no
such indignity has been placed upon
naturalized citizens,

An article of the programme of the
government speaks of the development
of transportation facilities, but in vague
though rather ambitions terms. No

mention is made of the acquisition of

the Canadian Northern Railway; yet
this subject was not exhausted by the
legisiation of last session, and it will be
one of the most important duties of the
next parliament again to review it
One feature of the act of last session
is that the government becomes _Li_le
owner of the stock of the company, of
the nominal value of $60,000,000. "There
never was a dollar paid in that stock.
The experts employed by the govern-

| ment to appraise the value of the whole

enterprise, men of acknowledged ability
and experience, themselves have report-

'ed that the stock of the company has

no value whatever.

Yet the government have taken auth-
ority to appoint a board of arbitrators
to give a value to that property, which
the experts have declared absolutely
without value.

The opposition asked that the report
of the arbitrators, whatever it might be,

i should be laid before parliament for ap-

proval. Though this motion was re-
jected it was the right of the people to
declare that the case should not have
been finally closed by the action of a
moribund parliament, but that the whole
matter should be reported to, and, ad-
judicated upon by the new parliament.

It was natural to expect that the re-
constructed government would give very
serious attention to the economic situ-
ation of the country, which is admitted-
ly critical. There is no allusian to it
except the vague promise of “effective

ERV ES ] measure to prevent excessive profits, to!
| bination for the increase of prices and |
| thus reduce the high cost of living.” The
| economic problems have to be grappled
{ with at once, in no such vague general
{ terms, but in vigorous and concrete pro-
| posals.
Discases of the nervoums system are| 'The prices of all _commodities have
very common. { been steadily rising since the beginning
\ of the war. 'The daily provisioning of
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and “combinations for the increase of
prices.” Of this obvious, fundamental
reform there is not a word in the gov-
ernment manifesto. Indeed, members of
the present government have announced
that all questions of tariff legislation
must be relegated to after the war.

Believing that increased food produc-
tion is one of Canada’s best contribu-
tions towards winning the war, I would
propose, if entrusted with the adminis-
tration of the country, to immediately
relieve agriculture from its disabilities in
this regard.

British Preference.

| Since the commencement of the war,
! the government placed an increase of
! seven and a half per cent. in our tariff
on all commodities coming into Canada |
| from outside Great Britain and an in-
i crease of five per cent. on the goods
! coming from Great Britain. I would im-
mediately remove those two disabilities
' as respects commodities from all coun-
| tries other than those with which we are
| at war ° There is no doubt that under
| existing conditions these increases in the
! tariffunre a hindrance rather than a help
! to production in Canada, whilst it is cer-
| tain that in the final resort, the consumer
. has to pay these extra taxes.

The increased duty on importsMrom

Great Britain was an unfriendly and an
' unnecessary action on the part of Cen-

ada towards the Mother Country, at a

time when British trade was staggering
i under the disadvantages incidental to the

war, It continues to bear unfairly and
'unduly on existing trade and should be
speedily removed.

In further mitigation of disadvantages
to agricultural production, I would im-
mediately remove the daties on agricul-
tural implements and other essentials,
as demanded by -the® western farmers.
A general well considered reform of the
tariff, for the purpose of helping Cana-
dian production and relieving the Cana-
dian consumer, would also be an object
of my administration.

In connection with the high cost of
living, I would take drastic steps to
bring under government control all food-
producing factories, sq that food may be
sold at a fixed price under the control
! of the government, as has been done in
! Great Britain. To this end arrange-
ments should be made with the manage-
ment of the food-producing factories al-
lowing for a fair interest on investment
and fair and reasonable net profits, so
that food may be obtained by the or-
dinary consumer at the best possible
prices. Should such arrangements not
be possible, I would not hesitate to com-
mandeer all food factories.

One Instance of Price-Fixing.

Nor is that all. 'The government is in-
vested with powers which they could
and should have used to reduce the price
of all commodities. These powers they
have already exercised in the case of
newsprint paper.

As far back as the month of Febru-
ary last an order-in-council was passed
by which it was enacted that “with a
view to ensure the publishers of Cana-
dian newspapers, newsprint paper at rea-
sonable prices,” the minister of customs
was “authorized and empowered to fix
the quantity and price of newsprint in
sheets and rolls to be furnished by the
manufacturers to the publishers in Can-
eda”

By virtue of this order, the govern-

government, it came as no surprise. It
fcund the people prepared, and yet even
then strong protests were heard from
many classes of the community.

Very different was the introduction of
conscription in Canada. It: came as a
complete surprise. It never had been
discussed in parliament, and the voice of
the press had been strong against it.

Quotes Toronto Globe.

In the month of July, 1916, such an
important paper as the Toronto Globe
deprecated the very idea of conscription.
Here is what it said, in a carefully rea-
soned editorial:

“The Globe in its editorial columns,
has consistently pointed out that in a
country such as Canada, conscription is
an impossibility and that no responsible
statesman of either party, capable of
forming or leading a Canadian war min-
istry, would propose compulsory service.
Nor has the Globe unduly criticized the
failure of the Borden government to do
more than it has done to assist voluntary
recruiting. The critieisms of the Globe
and of mest Liberal papers have been
exceedingly mild when compared with
the vitriolic denunciations of the. To-
ronto Telegram, the Winnipeg Telegram,
the Montreal Daily Mail and other jour-
nals that have absolutely no sympathy
with the Liberal party.”

Even as late as Dec. 27, 1916, the
Globe repeated its warnings against any
effort to force Canadians into the ranks
and summed up public opinion thus:
“Trades unionists are found opposing
conscription and the leading opponents
of every manifestation of democracy are
favoring the system.”

No less emphatic had been the langu-
age of the government. i

At the beginning of the session of
1916, in answering to my inquiry
whether the promise recently made by
the prime minister of enlisting 500,000
men meant conscription, he answered in
these words:

“My right honorable friends has al-
luded to conscription—to the idea in this
country or elsewhere that there may be
conscription in Canada. In speaking in
the first two or three months of this
war I made it clear to the people of
Canada that we did not propose con-
scription. -1 repeat that announcement
today, with emphasis.”

Equally emphatic and unqualified
were my own declarations on the sub-
Jject.

The Unholy Alliance.

Throughout the whole campaign of
1910 and 1911 I may recall that the
Nationalists-Conservative alliance, which
opposed the naval policy of the Liberal
government of that time, asserted that
such a policy meant conscription. Mcet-
ing these assertions, I gave the public
frequent assurance that under no cir-
cumstances would conscription follow
the adoption of our policy. Again and
again, after the outbreak of the present
war, I insisted that conscription should
not be introduced in Canada. Such was
my position when the government re-
versed its attitude and, without warn-
ing, introduced the military service act.

To force such a drastic measure upon
a people thus unprepared and against
repeated assurances to the conorary, was
neither wise nor prudent, or effective.

It may bring men to the ranks but it

ment has compelled manufacturers= of
newsprint paper, againsf the latter’s pro-
test, to supply publishers and news-
papers at a price which they themselves
fixed as reasonable. If they could thus
rcduce the price of paper to consumers
of paper, why did they stop there? Why
should the government not also haye re-
duced’ to the hundreds of thousands of
anxious housewives and bread winners,
the prices of all those commodities which
made the ever-increasing cost of living
¢ne of the most insistent and dangerous
of all the problems that now confront|
us.

One of the most important contribu- |
tions towards winning the war is to put
u stop to profiteering on war supplies.
The government has deliberately en-
couraged profiteering for the benefit of
its partisan followers. A first duty of
my administration would be to secure to
the country, which® pays for war sup-
plies, the excess of exorbitant profits be-
ing realized by profiteers. Should it be
uecessary, I would not hesitate, in order
to immediately stop profiteering, to take
control of the factories which are engaged
in the supply of war materials, as has
been done in Great Britain and run them
on the principle -of reaSonable return on
investment for the owners, and reason-
able legitimate profit. I believe that one
of the best methods of providing war
supplies, and of saving the country from
being exploited by profitecrs, would be
to turn the government shops, which are
suitable for such purposes, to the pro-|
duction of war materials, ships, etc., for}
the benefit of the country, at cost price.

l

Stand op Conscription, -

It cannot be said too often that this
war could not have been avoided by the
Allies and that it is 'a contest for thc
very existence of civilization. Of this
the entrance of the United States into the
conflict is further proof, if, indeed, fur-
ther proof were needed. 'The American
people long hoped that they would be
spared that ordeal, but the ruthless vio-
lation by Germany for the most sacred
canons of international law, left them no
option; they had to join in the fight
gainst a power which has become the|

At the very beginning, penectrated of !
the immensity of the striggle and of the !
neeessity of bending all our efforts to the |
winning of the war, we of the opposition
gave to the government every possibic
assistance. We assented to all their wau:
measures, except when convinced that
their measures would be detrimenlal
rather than helpful.

' the battle.
division where unity of purpose is es-

All the organs of the body may be |
sound while the nerve centres may be|
affected. i

Many women become run down and |
worn out by household dutics never end-|
ing, and sooner or later find themselves
with their nerves shattered, and the|
‘heart action weakened. |

On the first sign of any weakness of
either the heart or nerves, flagging en-
crgy, or physical breakdown, do not wait
until your case becames hope 1

Milburn’s Heart and Nerve Pills will
at once quieten the shaking nerves, |
strengthen the weak heart and build up
the entire system. |

Mrs. F. Bailey, 221 Farl street, Kings-
ton, Ont.,, writes: “1 was suffering very
much with my nerves, so much so that I
could .not keep myself quict at all. 1
~as recommendied to try Milburn’s
feart and Nerve Pills so I hought three
.oxes, and I must say 1 have derived
much benefit from them. so  much so:
that my friends have all noticed the:
change in me.” |

Milburn’s Heart and Nerve Pills are|
50c per box at all dealers, or mailed di-
rect on receipt. of price by The T. Mil-
parn Co,_ Limited, Toronto, Ont.

less. is

the family table is from day to day be-
coming & more and more alarming prob-
lem for all classes of wage-earners and
for all people of small and even moder-
ate income. It is no answer to say that
this is the natural consequence of the
war. When it is considered that the
price of bread and bacon—to speak only
of these two commodities—is higher here
in Canada than in the United Kingdom,
this of itself is proof sufficient that the
prices here are inflated by methods
which are in no way connccted with the
war, unless the war is taken advantage
of for the very purpose of inflation. In-
deed, the principal causes of these ever-
soaring prices are nonc other than those
described in the government manifesto
as “excessive profits,” *“hoardings” anel
“combinations for the increase of prices.”
Sinice the government knows wheer the
evil is, what prevens the government
from striking the evil and striking it
hard? The remedies are at hand, and 1
at once set down the policy.

No measure to reduce the cost of liv-
ing can be effective unless and until the
tariff is reformed, and its pressure re-
moved from those commodities in which
there “are excessive profits,” “hoardings”

‘I'his year the government introduccd
a bill to make military service compuls-
ory. With this policy I found it im-
possible to agree. If it be asked how
this view is consistent with my oft-
expressed deterpination to assist in
winning the war, I answer without any
hesitation that this sudden departure
from the voluntary system was bound
more to hinder than to help the war.

It should be remembered that, pre-.
vious to the war in all British countries,
conscription was unknown.. It was the
pride of British peoples everywhere that
compulsory military service, the bane of
continental Europe, had never becn
thought of in Greal Britain and

lcon had been fought on the purely vol-
untary system.

At the same time it must be pointed
out that, in Great Britain, for some
years before the war, in view of the im-
mensity of war prepartaions amongst all
the nations of the continent, the question
of conscription was seriously and in-
creasingly discussed in parliament and
in_the press, so that at last, when a mea-
sure to that effect was introduced by the

that .
even the gigantic struggle against Napo- !

will not infuse into the whole body of
the nation that spirit of enthusiasm and
determination which is more than half
It will create and intensify

sential.
I am only too well aware that the
views which I here present have not met

| with ‘universal acceptance, even in the

party to which I belong, but even yet
hold that to coerce when persuasion
has not been attempted is not sound
policy and in this I appeal to the im-
partial judgment of all Canadians.

In combating the policy of conserip-
tion all that I asked was that a measure
of such moment should not be enforced
by parliament without an appeal to the
people. I supported a referendum for
the reason thtat the referendum is the
most advanced and the most modern

.method of consultation of the people,

without the complications inseparable
from a general election. A referendum-
had also been asked on this very ques-
tion by organized labor. My request
was denied. I appeal with great con-
fidence to the fair judgment of the coun-
try that the introduction of conscription
at this juncture and in the manner above
described, was a grave error, if it is re-
membered that the supreme object
should have heen and still should be to
bring all classes of the community to
hearty co-operation in the task which
we assumed.

Conscription of Wealth,

A fundamental objection to the gov-
ernment’s policy of conscription is that
it conscripts human life only and that
it does not attempt to conscript wealth,
resources or the services of any persons
other than those who come within the
age limit prescribed by the military ser-
vice act. This is manifestly unjus?.
The man who is prepared to volunteer
his services and to risk his life in his
country’s defence is entitled to first
consideration. Those dependent upon
him and who spare him from their
midst are the next most deserving of the
state’s -solicitude and care. A  policy
which will accord first place to the sol-
dier and the sailor in the concern of
the state will, I believe, bring forth all

Hard to Drop Meat?
All depends on what you eat
as a substitute. It is a good
time to study “food value.”
You may be eating the
wrong foods, the foods that
cost most and give the least

nutriment.
Wheat Biscuit contains
more real, body-building
nutriment, pound for pound,

than meat, eggs or potatoes

and costs much less. Two
of these Biscuits with milk
and a little fruit make a
nourishing meal at a cost of
a few cents. Make Shredded
Wheat your “‘meat.” A satis-
. fying breakfast on which to
start the day’s work. It is
" ready-cooked and ready-to-
eat. Made in Canada.

Shredded |

the men necessary to fight its battles,
without the need of recourse to con-
scription. If returned to power, I should
adopt such a policy. My first duty will
be to seek out the ablest men of the
country, men of organizing capacity as
well as men representative of all classes
in the community and invite them, ir-
respective of what it may involve in the
way of sacrifice of their personal inter-
ests, to join with me in the formation
of a cabinet whose first object will be
to find the men, money and resources
necessary to ensurc the fullest measure
of support to our heroic soldiers at the
front, and to enable Canada to con-
tinue to the very end to do her splendid
part to win the war.

As to the present Miiltary Service act,
my policy will be not to proceed further
under its provisions until the people have
an opportunity to pronounce upon it by
way of a referendum. . I pledge myself
to forthwith submit the act to the pegple
and with my followers to carry out the
wishes of the majority of the nation as
thus expressed.

I would at the same time organize and
carry out a strong appeal for voluntary
recruiting. It is a fact that cannot be
denied that the voluntary system espe-
cially in Quebec, did not get a fair trial
and a fair trial would receive from a
generous people a ready response which
would bring men to the ranks, with good
will and enthusiasm and which would
eliminate from our political life one of
its most harrowing problems, as no loyal
Canadian can view without the gravest
apprehension a dispirited Canada at this
critical hour of our history.

Australia’s Experience.

To these_views it is no answer to say,
as is now often said, that we must have
conscription or “quit.” This statement
is falsified by a recent and conclusive
example. Australia rejected conscription
and Australia did not “quit.” Australia
is still in the fight under the voluntary
system. Each year has rendered increas-
ingly apparent the necessity of organiz.
ing the nation, in order that, so far as
may be possible, the resources and popu-
lation 02 Canada in their entirety may
be made of service in the successful
prosecution of the war. Today, under
the exhaustion the war has caused in the
0Old World, Great Britain and her allies
are appealing as never before for more
food, more ships and more coal. No
country has vaster resources than Can-
ada to supply these imperative require-
ments. What is needed is vigorous ef-
forts to further an unlimited produc-
tion. To meet this existing need, I am
prepared in addition to the measures
already outlined, to take what further
steps may be necessary to increase, dou-
ble and quadruple the output of all that
may be necessary for marching and
fighting armies.

Mr. Crothers, minister of labor, speak-
ing recently at St. Thomas, declared
that if “Quebec had done her duty, as
the other provinces, we should never
have required the Military Service act.”

If enlisting in Quebec was not on a
par with enlisting in the other provinces,
on whom does the responsibility rest?
On whom but the Borden government,
whose Quebec members openly, stren-
uously and persistently preached the na-
tionalist doctrine of “no participation by
Canada in imperial wars outside her own
territory.” "4

‘Lhat doctrine. first put forth in the
riding of Drummond-Arthabaska in the
antumn of 1910 by the whole National-
ist body, including two of the present
Quebec ministers, won the election for
them. In the general elections of 1911 |
reciprocity in Quebec was not the main
issue; the nain issue was the naval
policy of the late administration, which
was hitterly assailed by the same men on
the same doctrine of “no participation by
Canada in imperial wars outside her ter-
ritory.” And such doctrine, taught on
the hustings, circulated by the National-
ist press at the expense of the Conserva-
tive organization, had a powerful influ-
ence in educating the public against the
participation by Canada in imperial wars
outside her territory. The first result
was at the polls, when the Liberals won
thirty-eight seats and the Conservatives-
Nationalist alliance won twenty-seven,
the popular vote being even more evenly}
divided, the Liberals polling 164,281 votes
and the Conservatives-Nationalists alli-
ance 159,299. The second result was

Hon. William Pugsley The

Next Lieutenant-Governor

Premier

Mempber of Parliament for St. John, Former
Minister of Public Works and Provincial

Ottawa, Nov. 4—Hon, William Pugsley, former M, P. for St. John city, has

accepted the invitation of the government to become Lieutenant-Governor of
New Brunswick in succession to the late Hon. G. W. Ganong.

This is the first Liberal appointment made by the new union government.
Hon, Dr. Pugsley was formerly premier of New Brunswick and also held the
position of minister of public works in the late Laurier government. It had
been expected that Hon, Dr. Pugsley would rua as union candidate in St. John
though he was always one of the foremost fighters in the Laurier ranks,

There will be two new representatives from St, John in the new house as
Hon. J. D.'Hazen has also retired from the field and will not run again. Mr
Hazen will go to Washington as Canada’s high commissioner.

— —

The rumor that Hon, E‘?!r. Pugsley is to be sworn in this morning as Lieu-
tenant-Governor of New Brunswick was current about the streets of St. John
last evening. While it was not known for sure that the rumor was correct it was
assumed that the official announcement wotld be made today. Dr. Pugsley is
eminently fitted for the high position to which it is said he has been called, and
his appointment will no doubt give as great satisfaction to the people in all
sections of the province as in the city he has so ably represented in the house of
commons.

Hon. William Pugsley, K.C,, D.CL,, was born at Sussex, Kings county, Sep-
tember 27, 1850, and was educated at the common schools there. He grad-
vated with an arts degree from the University of New Brunswick in 1868, He
was a gold medalfist in his junior yeag and during his course took several scholas-
ships. He stood second in the Gilchrist scholarship competition in 1868. He
was married on January 6, 1876 to Fannie, daughter of the late Thomas Parks,
of St. John,. She died in ¥, 1934, and he was married a second time to Miss
Macdonald, of St. John, in 1915,

He was called to the bar of New Brunswick on June 27, 1872, and was re-
porter in the supreme court for ten“years. In 1891 he was appointed 2 Q. C. by
the dominfon government. He was first sent to the legislature of New Bruns-
wick in July, 1885, on the death of the sittin member for Kings, Dr, Vail and
he was re-elected and returned at the generaf elections of 1886 and 1890. He was
speaker of the house from March 3, 1887, to May, 1889, when he was sworn in
as a member of fhe executive council and appointed solicitor-general, He re-
stgned in 1892, At the federal election of 18% he was an unsuccessful candidate
for the house of commeons in the city of St. John. He was again elected to the
legislature in 3899, and acceptfd the office of attorney-general in the Tweedie
ministry on September 3, 1900/ He was re-elected in Kings, September 27, 1900
by a majority of 829 and was again returned in 1903, On the appointment of

on. L. J. Tweedie to the office of Lieutenant-Governor of New Brunswick in
February, 1907, he succeeded to the prime ministry. After the close of the legis-
lative sesston he resigned the premiership and retired from the government to
contest a vacant seat for the city and county of St. John in the house of com-
mons, rendered vacant by the dzath of Dr, Stockton, the sitting member, having
received the unanimous nomination of the Liberal party. On August 29, 1907,
he was sworn in as a member of the privy council of Canada and assumed the
portfolio of minister of public works, in succession to the Hon, Chas. Hyman,
resigned. He retained the office until the retirement of the Laurier administra-
tion on October 6, 1931, at the general election of 1911 having been returned
for his present seat.

should be an appeal to the electorate
sueh as it exists under the law.
The government have discarded that

Should I be called upon to form a gov-
ernment I would hope to include in it
representatives of business, of labor, and
of agriculture, of the men whose sole

! might be biased in favor of their native

. theory and might easily be so demon-

fundamental principie of the institutions |
of a free people. ey have designedly |
altered the sanctity of the franchise by !
choking discussion, by ruthlessly using
the closure; they have deliberately man-
ufactured a franchise with which they
hope to win a victory at the polls, a
passing victory for themselves, a perma-
pent injury to the country.

The War-Time Elections Act.

This act known as the War-Times
Elections Act, is a blot upon every in-
stinct of justice, honesty and fair-play.

It takes away the franchise from cer-
tain denominations whose members,
from ancient times, in English history,
have been exempt from military service
and who in Great Britain never were
and are not now, denied their rights of
citizenship.

It takes away the franchise from men-
whom we invited to this country, to
whom we promised all the rights and
privileges of our citizenship, who trust-
ed in our promises and who because
under our laws, British subjects and Ca-
nadian citizens. They are thus humili-
ated and loaded with contempt under
the pretence that, being born in enemy
countries, in Germany and Austria, they

adopted
false in|

country and against their
country. The assumption is

It is sufficient to observe that
There has not

strated.
it is also false in fact.
been any current of emigration from

when the war broke out, and a call made
by the government for volunteers. They |
reaped what they had sowed. Theref
was one-half of the province which thcy}
had educated to reject such an appeal. |

For Returned Soldiers. ‘

The greatest service that can be ren-
dered the brave men, who have first
cluim upon our gratitude and sympathy
is to replace them in civil life. How to
do that in the way best calculated .to
enable such men to become, if possible,
self-sustaining is a task that will call
for the display of all that is noblest and
best in the Canadian people. In a vast
number of cases re-education and tech-
nical training will be necessary. In
these cases, patience and generosity on
the part of the state, combined with
sympathetic understanding, practical ex-
perience and scientific knowledge on the
part of those whom the state will call in
to aid its efforts, will go a long way
towards helping the returned soldier to
overcome the handicaps of war. If we
but set ourselves resolutely to_ this task
its accomplishment will be bastened by
the hearty co-operation of every man
who has been on service overseas,

But there is another duty devolving
upon us, the discharge of which should
precede that above-mentioned. The
measures now in force for the main-
tenance, care and comfort of the soldiers’
dependents and families are not ade-
quate or equitable. In an effort to recti-
fy this state of affairs and to empha-
size its policy that the nation’s obliga-
tions to the soldiers and their de-
pendents must be discharged by the
nation and not through the medium of
| public benevolence or charity. Mr.
Copp, member for Westmorland, at the
| last session of parliament, during the
! consideration of the Military service bill,

i moved this thoughtful resolution:

| “That the further consideration of
! this bill be deferred until such adequate
| provision has been made for the de-
! pendents of soldiers enlisted for overseas
as will remove the necessity for raising
: money by public subscription for their
" support.

The resolution was opposed by the
government and the motion for its adop-
tion was defeated. But the necessity for
action still exists 'and prompt action
must be taken to put the soldiers and
their dependents beyond any possibility
of want after public subscriptions have
ceased and the glamour and excitement
of the war have worn away.

In order to be effective, to satisfy the
public conscience and to ‘secure that

Germany to Canada during the last!
twenty years and as to Austria, almost |
the total number, perhaps nine-tenths |
of the emigrants from that country, |
were not from Austria-proper, but from
those Slav provinces held by force by |
Austria, and whose sympathies are!
strong and deep against her and for the
allies.

It gives the franchise to some women
and denies it to others. All those whose|
privilege it is to have near relatives !
amongst the soldiers will be voters. The
right will be refused to all those not so
privileged, though their hearts are just
as strong in the cause, and though they
have worked incessantly for it. More-|
over, in five provinces of the dominion,
namely, Ontario, Manitoba, Saskatche-
wan, Alberta and British: Columbia, wo-
men have been admitted to the franchise.
According to the terms of the dominion
laws, which no sophistry can blur, be-
ing electors in the province, women are
electors in the dominion. The act of last
session snatchés away that right from!
them. {

The act is vicious in principle, and is;,

object in dealing with the affairs tof the
gountry will be to devote the whole re-
sources, wealth and energy of the coun- °
try to the winning of the war. It can
only be done by honest agreement
amongst all the different elements and
interests of the country. I would hope
to have a government representative of
the masses of the people, the common
people whose guiding principle should
be to defend them against organized
privilege, which has heretofore had far
too much control over the government
of the country. In this election it is
my desire that the common people
should have opportunity of expressing
themselves in a free and untramelled
manner at the polls, so that their views
mesy obtain in the new parliament, and
I trust that in every constituency, can-
didates, representative of this policy;
may be nominated so that the people
can vote for them.

These considerations I now place . be-
fore my fellow countrymen of all creeds
and of all origins for their appreciation
and judgment. I have deemed it my
duty more than ever perhaps in the
course of my long public life, to speak
frankly and unequivocably upon the
problems that now confront us. The
obtaining or the reténtion of office at all
times is only 4 secondary consideration.
In his election the supreme end is to
assist in the tremendous struggle in
wh.lch we are engaged, to maintain the
unity of the nation, to avoid the divis-
ions and discords which, for many years
kcp.t in check, are now, unfortunately,
again looming up dangerous and threat-
ening, to resolutely face the economic
situation with a view of avoiding and
lessening privations and sufferings, which
should not exist in- a country so richly
endowed by <nature, as our country.
Whatever may be the verdict at the
pells, I accept it, neither elater by vie-
tory nor downhearted by defeat.

BREMK A CHILDS
COLD BY VMG
SHRUP OF FIES

equally vicious in its enacting disposi- |
tions. We have, in most of the pio-|
vinces of 'the dominion, a regular system l Cleanses the Little Livcr and Bewels
of preparing the voters’ lists and against i

that system no complaint has been heard and They Get We'l

during the last twenty years. That sys- 5

tem is also cast aside, and lists are to be %lck b
prepared by an army of so-called enum- | s Kl

erators, whose work must be done in|
haste, whose powers are arbitrary, with |

no useful checks to be exercised in due|

When vour child suffers from a cold
don’t wait; give the little stomach, liver
! and bowels a gentle, thorough cleansing

time, and with all doors wide open for
errors, confusion and frauds.

Rap at Liberal Members.

The Liberal members of the recon-
structed government have put the mantle
of their respectability upon this nefari- |
ous act, as well as upon the Canadian
Northern railway act, and upon maay
others against which they have strongly
protested and from which their presence |
in the government cannot remove tire|
dangerous and indefensible character.

Such legislation is repugnant to every |
sense of justice and right. It has for s
object and for its effect to encourage and |
to stifle the free expression of the will of |
the people and to make parliamentary |
government a mere name without the |
reality.

A bold attempt is being made to
silence the voice of the people by a sys-
tematic elimination of Liberal candidates
from the field.

It is my duty to appeal to all the
friends of political freedom in every
constituency to organize at once, in or-
der to defeat such a conspiracy. Let the

acquiescence in a verdict which would
be the last word on all questions sub-
mitted to the people, a general election

masses unite and select their own stan-
dard-bearers.

| at once.

When cross, peevish, listless,
pale, doesn’t sleep, eat or act naturally 3
if breath is bad, stomach sour, give a
teaspoonfyl of ‘“California Syrup of
Figs,” and in a few heurs all the clog-
xed-up, constipated waste, sour bile and
undigested food will gently, move out of
the bowels, and you have a well, playful
child again.

If your child coughs, snuffles and has
caught cold or is feverish or has a sore

| throat give a good dose of *“California

Syrup of Figs,” to evacuate the bowels,
no difference what other treatment is
given.

Sick children needn’t be coaxed to take
this harmless “fruit laxative.” Millions
of mothers keep it handy because they
know its action on the stomach, liver and
bowels is prompt and sure. They also
know a little given today saves a sick
child tomorrow.

Ask your druggist for a bottle of “Cali-
fornia Syrup of Figs,” which contains
directions for babies, children of all
ages and for grown-ups plainly on the
bottle. Beware of counterfeits sold here
Get the genuine, made by “California Fig
Syrup Company.”




