'e ever
er, the
‘ishery
jon of
states
| estab-
Kent,
8. ster-
istory
Id e
for his
nanure
Jurope,

‘ ‘n);]x'l\-‘

1 single
ster In
Ltempt

iy have

" OVRLe]

(3 wWert
Ing un
hought

tin No.

cles ar
8 many
e blood
rs to be
in U. S,
“ Fatal
f a fish-
spine of
red and

[t has
ater are

45.)

N

Article 111.- /,wur'u./,'/u// Notes., 5l
The very bright and conspicuous co
duals of this and allied species
to hosts of lmngr)‘ enemies,
dence that they have some
those of land

loration of many indivi-
, making them so easily visible
offers strong presumptive evi-
means of protection analagous to
animals which are conspicuounsly colored. In

among the insects and c¢.ctain

the latter case, particularly
reptiles, conspicuous colors are

assoclated with disagreeable
juices, and the colors in such cases
the nature of warning or danger
I'(‘:l,\l‘!l:l}l]l‘ Lo .‘Il[l].u\(‘ tl at

Oor polsonous secretions on
are of signals, It seems
similar 4iJ‘.’I‘Lf)'l‘(‘.'lil]l‘ or }mig..);[.us
secretions may be associated with the lvr-;_-l.r colors of our star-
fishe S, Nolaster endeca, a b1 ahtly colored f‘nl‘m. 8 l\lm\\n LO
be poisonous (see under thic species below.)  Graffe (Arh, Z.
Quest. Wein,, iii.. pp. 933-344) savs tl
a disagreeanle smell. whi
Yhatever may be the reason, it i certain that fishes very

1t large starfishes have

i, hie thinks, aids in their protection.

rarely or never eat them, for they are not found in fizhes’
stomuacns, This IS not

because they contain little nourigh-
ment, for the muech less non nimg Cake-urchins (Eelina
(Onhionh

ans

rachnius), and Ophi

taken, It i

t8), are often greedily
S a strong confirmation of our view as to the cole
of the starfishes, that the forms

mentioned, which are eater

are more or less }l}'w!u".'\' Iy colored. It

niust also be taken
into account that the color of tl

(

xes are different, which
makes the [mni,h m more diflicult of souution.

Forbes (Hist, British Starfishes) ~uggests that it may he
secrevion which enables the starfish to
shells. Certainly the valves are
apparently Know as litt]le

an uacrid or poisonous
compx I bivalves to open then

not "I'l”w'l\, ;III'! we us l'.c»l'.;»q\ l',l!

ol the startishes” method of procedure, and we must repeat his
remark that the question should be investicated.
N1z This species in the Bay of Fundy grows to a diam-

eter of, at least, fifteen or sixteen inches, A, rubens. which
18 probably identical with ity is said to attain twe nty inches in
Europe. The statement in Iy gersoll’s ““ Oyster Industry,”
(p. 227), that near Eastport they occur more than thirty-thre

inches in diameter, 18, of course, an error.




