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Blair) will bear me out in saylng that in designating a polling station or room, and con-
some parishes in the county of Kent in the tained in such lit shall vote ln the station or
elections in which he took part, we poll as room so designated. The returning officer shahl
high as 600 and 700, and even 800 votes, but appoint a deputy returning officer for each sta-
that cannot be done with -theDominion tion or room, and shal deliver to such deputy
Elections Act the Dominion ballot or thein due time a list certified by him to be a correct

n .tlist of ail voters on the voters' list whose sur-Procedure Act with regard to the federal names commence with the letters of the alpha-
election. Therefore, il submit, this clause bet included within the letters by which such
cannot apply. The clause taking the local .polling stations or rooms are designated.
subdivisions and applying the Dominion Acti.
to them would bring about a deadlock, it That will provide for each congested dis-
seems to me, on the day of election. I, triet, such as that referred to by my learned
therefore, :move in amendment : and hon. friend, so that each polling station

Provided there shall not be more than 300 shall not have more than 250 qualified vot-
vcters in any subdivision. ers.

The SOLICITOR GENERAL (Mr. Fitz- Mr. MeINERNEY. I would propose an
patrick). Perhaps, my hon. and learned amendment that there shall not be more
friend would permit me to nake an observa- than 400 voters on any list for any polling
tion which may get over the difficulty. subdivision.
Under the election law of the province of The OLICITOR GENERAL. Let meNew Brunswick, I find that the whole pro- point out that the polling subdivisions arevince is divided up into subdistricts, and under the control of the local legIslature Inthe statute, fixes the polling places n such New Brunswick, and when that legislaturesubdlstricts. It is provided, by amendment says that they shall extend over a certain
to the statute, that : territorial area, we must make some provi-

When the number of voters on the list in any sion for polling the votes li that area. Then
one pollng subdistrict exceeds four hundred, It we want to adopt the very same system
shaH be lawful for the returning officer to pro- they have ln New Brunswick for local elee-
vide two boxes for such subdistrict, dividing the tions.registered iist of the voters alphabetically, so asto allow as neariy as may be an equal number Mr. MdINERNEY. I do not think it is
of voters to deposit their ballots in each box, absolutely necessary to cut down the num-
and for that purpose the returning officer may ber to 250, or 200. My bon. friend from
employ suich additional clerks or deputies as Cape Breton (Mr. McDougall) shows me amay be required, and a separate check list, state- subdi lsiou in his county In which there arement and return shall be kept and made for and 398 names on the hist under the old Fran-
ln respe,:t of each- division of any such polling39 aeothis udrhelPan
subdistrict. chise Act we have repealed. in many sub-

divisions there are over 300 votes. It doesI apprehend that iwhat my hon. friend would not necessarily follow that because there
like is some such provision for the Dominion are 300 votes on the list, we are going toelections, In order to avoid the difficulty he poll 300 on elect'on day. If you poll 240, youpoints out. In view of what has been said poli a very large average. It is easy to pollin the course of the debate, and seeing the close ou 300 votes, even under the Dominionforce of the objections raised by the hon. Election Procedure Act. Therefore, I think
gentleman and others on the other side of that 250 Is rather a low figure. But thethe Houce, the hon. Minister of Railways amendment which is to be proposed by the
and Canals prepared an amendment which, Soîl itor General is one that must meet with
I think, wil meet the diffleulty. considerable opposition, I thlnk, because it

Where a polling division has more than 250 gives such tremendous powers, lmnedlately
qualified voters, according to the votera' list, the precedlng an election, into the hands of a
returning officer shall provide separate and ad:- man who is a political nominee. A return-ditional polling stations or rooms, according to lng officer is a political nomInee, hIe ls a
the total number of qualifled votera on the voters' i man named, by the party In power for thelist, near to One another for the pohing o! the purpose Of conducting 'the election, and hevotes in such polling division, and so that no is named from theranks of the party lmore than 250, nor when practicable not less waamdfrmth an ',of thesart
than 200, qualified voters' names shall be on the power. He 1s always a man who sides with
fist for each polling station or rooin. them ln polities. It would be foollsh,, accord-

(2) The returning officer in such cases shall ing to the prevailing ideas, for any adminis-
prepare, or cause to be prepared from the voters' tration to put tt the hands of the return-list for the pollIng division a separate list for 1ng offleer these tremendous powers unlesseach ponilng station r room, made up inalpha- he was a man belongling to their side of po-betical order according to the initial letter of the lties, because lu certain cases he mightsurname oo each vter. Each sepate polhIng I*have a casting vote. Besides, you give thesttinorromsah edsaed wlth the, Ûlu rturnng 1officer the, Power, to subdivlde alital letters of the voters on the lists who ar arge retunin icethet o subdivisdions,eand toasu
vote ln such station or room I the followinganmanner, that ti to sa from A to K, and from divide the lists alphabetically, for instance,
L to R. andl from S to Z. or as the case may be. one from A to K, one from K to N, and su(3): Every voter, the Initial o! whose name shah on. Then you give hlm lu addition thuebe included within the letters of the alphabet power of saying who shall preside over the

Mr. MeINERNEY.


