"WEDNESDAY MORNING, APRILIL

A Stroke to Free the World.
Whatever mumm
. 8reat Wow for liberty in the assaudt on’

Vimy ridge has been & blaodv
shed - their

rhat they did was pert of the great plan,
wnd every stroke told.. It was an honor-

could not dare to gail. I their
ed lighter than was anticipated it
iakes not one jot from the honor of the
Mnm. The finest German trpops
twere placed to confront them, and there
8 no -greater compliment to thelr valor
It is miot the mere winning of a hattle
fn which the chief glory of the Canadians
at the front coneists. It is in the fact
that they realized what the war meant,
grd that they took their stand for liberty
’nd justice and democracy. As .the,
other gréat nations take their stand _in"
the ranks of Hbeity, as Russie throws
Off the 1ast shackles 'of autocracy, as the
#reat untrained giant China stands up for
freedom and progress, and as the huge
tepublic of the west realizes her respon-
aibdlity at last, the Canadians at the
. {ront may rejoice that they have borne
the toil and heat of the day. God's
pioneers are a precious band, wherever
they come from, and it is an honor for
those who come after to join their ranks,
| M anything stir the youmg men
of Cannda, who still fail {o see thelr
duty, 1t should be these glowing deeds of
#heir better fellows in France, The army
meeds all who ean join it. There are
wsrdcfs of every kind to be rendered. No

#an with heaith and strength should

back. A thovsand years from now
tihhe men who fought to free the world will
be mumbered with the very elect.

“Fixing’”’ the Tax Rate.

'Qur amiable contemporary, The News,
has waked up.to the fact that our tax
rate is not all that it ought to be, We
régret that the awakening had not come
o, little earlier, before the legislature
opened, in.fact, instead of just after it
closed. But bettér Jate than mever. We
1hay be pardoned, perhaps, for suggest-
ihg that more might have been effected
Had we been supported In our effirts
monthe ago to have attention directed to
the mistaken policy of cutting out es-
sential~ and indispensable. expenditures,
instead of readjusting thelr incidence
end devising new sources of revenue.

One flagrant example of what we mean
we have pointed out again and again,
yet we do  not recollect any occasion
in which one of our contemporaries sup-

ported us in it, In 'placing & war tax
‘on the municipalities the provincial gov-
ernment was quite within its rights, but
the levy of the tax should have been
on an equitable basis. The government
knows, for it has had it pointed out,
that the incidence of the war tax on
Toronto is iniquitously unjust and in-
equitable. We have not objected to pay
it, for we are patriotic and desire to set
'a. good example, but this is no reason
why the government should impose on
s00d nature. The average assessment in
the province is not much more than
balf that of Toronto, and the result is
that & levy of one mill in Toronto
gathers in a dollar for every fifty cents
collected elsewhere,
¢+ In other words we are paying half a
mill war tax more than our neighbors.
As we lead the record in voluntary and
charitable contributions this is not a
square deal for Toronto, but The News
hes nothing to say to the government
ubout the matter., Half & mil on the
ilax rate would count at this time. Or,
on the other hand, if we are to pay
\the full rate, then the government should
#ee that the other municipalities make
e proportionate contribution. The gov-
ernment did talk about issuing a com-
mission for the equalization of the as-
sessment, but there has nothing come of
it.

It is in the assessment that we get
nt the basis of the tax> rate. Unfor-
tunately the municipal politicians have
made the tax rate instead of the assess-
ment the stancard, with the result that

ibe law, the revenue, the citizens, the
mecessities «f the case, and everything
else suffer .o all directions. If we had
A groper assessment according to the act
our tax rate, instead of bdwing 37 mills,
&s apperently it ought to be this year;
should be under 19 mills. If the odious

- mnd jnequitable exemptions were done
away with the rate would be very much
Jower. ‘The News does not appear to
concern: itself with these fundamental
aspects of the case, but we have hopes
that having waked up it will get its eyes
gully open in time,

The next source of our high tax rate is
the evil system advocated by The Tele-
sram and its myrmidons, of a low tax
rate, the most expensive policy the city
can adopt. If we had had a tax rate of
#0 mills annually for the last ten years—
some people think for the last twenty
years—our tax rate would this year not
{de above 22 milla. ‘In Mayor Geary's ad-
ministration, sanctified by the benedie-
tions of the saint of Bay end Melinda, four
million dollars were charged to capita)
which should have gone in the taxes,
and half & milllon overdraft was left for
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(Continued from Page 1).

bullding. Rescue squads composed of
other employes at ,the plant were
quickly formed, and & call for asgsist-
ance was sent to Philadelphia and
other nearby poffits. The entire Ches-
ter fire department responded, and
ambulances from Philadelphia  and
Chester were soon at the. scene, \
. Financial Loss Small,
- The 'Bddystone Amimunition
poration,
nally by

Cor-~
which was organized origi-
interests “identified with the
Baldwin locomotive works and oper-
ated by those interests, was taken over
last September by 4 commission rep-
resenting: the British and Russian
Governmegats, ~ Since that time this
commission has’ been cdrrying on the
manufacture of munitions for the en-
tente allies,

The financial loss as a result of the
explosion is estimated at less than
$25,000, not including the ammunition
destroyed. Work will be resumed to-
morrow in all departments except the
box, packing and base charging de-
partments, Al departments will be in
full operation by April 24, according
bto an official of the company. More
than 10,000 persons are employed at
the plant, \
Special to The Toronto Worid,

Chester, Pa., April 10.—The horrors
of the war came to Chester today.

Shells screamed and carried death
in all directions over the little eity,

upon the fleeing people, killing and
maiming as it spat from the sky.
Mothers, racing from the city to
e ; the ‘leaden storm presiged . by
te # Rus
t's

agna ! ,‘,E%yltmxg 9?d.nt; were
m dowii”“ Mer, ‘women and ohil-
a v

es joined in- the frenzied:

Back in’ the plant’ iiself, the nine
shéll houses of the exploded sector
blazed and ‘crackled over the bodies
of 105 factory girls and youths who
had recently quit their lathes and
machines in the textile mills to make
“big money” in munitions, -

Scarcely had the dull roar of the
several mysterious explosfons died
and the flames began to leap above
the scene of death and destruction,
than a small army of secret service
xjn;n from Washington were on the
ob.

Officials of the department of jus-
tice privately said they did not be-
lieve the explosion was accidental,

Resembles Battlefield.

Chester and the surrounding coun-+
try tonight resembled a miniature
battlefield. Occasionally flares from
the ruins were flung against the sky.
An occasional shell whined as from
an ambushed battery and screeched
thru the blackness to spread its dead-
ly missiles for yards about,

The “sput” of shrapnel, the cries of
the women, shadowy groups bearing
silent burdens shuffling awkwardly
towards points of light which marked
the location of hastily organized’ field
hospitals; ambulances rolling and
lurching thru open fields—all lent the
local color of a battlefield.

Parents, relatives and rescuers hur-
ried grimly along, some still search/-
ing, others having sought and found.

Pathetic Scenes. |

One woman with a little
stumbling thru the morgues, pau
before one of many bodies in a row,
There wa® no recognizable featur
about the charred form. But clingi 4
to it was a tatter of calico print. The
woman picked it up, looked at it closd-
ly, and, falling on, her knees, began fo
cry. She had found that which sHe
sought.

In Chester, Crozief, Evangelicalan
other permanent and emergency hos-
pitals 60 frightfully burned an
wounded girls and men writhed i
agony. Many of them were expected
to die before dawn. A

Many Unrecognizable,

Nurses and doctors worked in me-
lays to relieve their sufferings. Doz-
ens of men, women and little childeen,
with minor shrapnel wounds, had to
wait unti! far into the night before
more ithan the scantiest)first aid could
be given them,

Many of the dead never will be jden-
tified. Some of the mumitions girls
caught in the ruck of the explosion
were so mangled as to be almost un-
recognizable as human beings.

Mothers, fathers, wsisters. sweet-
hearts, friends, stormed the morgues
and hospitals late into the night, fran-
tically seeking information, which only
{ime and the non-appearance of loved
ones could give them.

Canadian Viotim.

A man giving the name of Willlam
Harper McKay, of Chariottesville,
Canada. died in agony at a field hoe-
pital, after gasping that t was all
right to bury him anywhere: he had
neither friends nor relatives near.

Ome little girl, the lower pant of
whose body was nothing but a char,

Another man, the father of two girls
he knew to have been killed, raced like

those who came after in order to make|
good the boast of a 16 or 17-mill tax rate

Follies ke these jed to the present situ-
ptions Toronto has been curged by cheap-

a madman from morgue to morgue.
Fivaily, o the verge 1% nee
was {aken nlo custods

“It was howrible.” said one of 4

guerds, wiw witnemsed the |

of ¢ he

in the meantimé with the majority, and|.

lighted by the flames from the burning -)

Bursting shrapnel rained venomously ;
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by, Chile Was Not Anticipated.

Washington, April 10.—Much of the
uncertainty as to Latin America's at-
titude in the war between the United
States and Germany was cleared
away today by definite advices that
Chile and Mexico will remain neutral,
and increasing indications . that
Brazil, Guatemalas and Peru will
join Cuba and Panama on the side
of the United States and her allies.

The decisicn of Chile, the first of
the American republics to announce
her neutrality, caused some surprise
among officials  There. In many
quarters it had been expectcd - that
she eventually would break with the
Berlin government, but would post-
pone her decision until advised defi-
nitely of the course of Argentina and
Brazil, the other members of the in-
fluential A, B, C. group in South
America-

Mexico’s decision, on the other
hand, caused no surprise and 1§ re-
garded as certain to have little in-
fluence with her sister republics.

It is assumed that as a neutral the
Mexican Government will take such
steps as it is able to protect the oil
fields supplying a considerable part
of the fuel used by the British fleet.

SOLDIERS GET POSITIONS.

Special to The Toronto World.
Brockville, April 10.—Three return-
ed soldiers residing here have been
appointed to positions in the customs
service. Corp. W. A. Bannerman is
landing waiter at the C. P. R. dock;
Pte. Bedlow is on duty at the G. T. R.
freight sheds, and Lance-Corp. James
Cleland has gone to Rock 1Island,
Que, for relieving duty. All three were
severely wounded in action, Pte, Bed-
low having lost a leg. Corp. Banner-
man, enlisted with a detachment of
the mechanical transport service at

SAVE
SAFELY

Having decided to spend feas than you
earn and to save the surplus, the next
step is to depoeit the surplus in e strong,
safe financial institution, where It will
be absolutely safe and earn 2 falr rate
of interest. This should be done regu-
darly and systematically. Whatever you
can spare from your weekiy or monthly
inoome, if only a dollar, ehouid be im-
mediately deposited to your credit. Opea
an account now-—one dollar will do #t
—and add to it at regular intervals. Bav.
ing will thus become a habit, and your
surplus will be safe and growing, Three
and One-Half Per Cent, Interest will be
credited to the account twice esch year,

Canada Permanent
Mortgage Corporation

Paid-up Capital .......$ 6,000,000.00
Reserve Fund ......... 5,000,000.00

Investments . 32,264,782.81
Toronto Street, Toronto

ESTABLISHED 1858,
ﬁg $379.40,
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Among the hotels that have closed on
account of the Temperance Act is the
Hotel Mossop. It is an eight-storey
building of steel fireproof structure, and
erected at a cost of $135,000.. The oper-
ating expensés were large, having a land

foot, and taxes, besides, amounting to
$5000. 'l'hg land rental on the hotel site
far exceeded the rental on the bulfing
adjoining the hotel on the north, the Tat-
ter paying a land rental of ohly $810 for
27 feet, or, in other words, $30. per foot,

penses caused the hotel to
The hotel accommodation in “Toronts
apparently, are not improving. . .

The Mossop Hotel is now beink offered
for sale for $75,000, whiqh is a decreass
of $60,000 in the value of ‘the hotel in the
last five or six years,

The Imperial Hotel, No. 7 East Ade-
laide street, which is another ' one to
close its doors since the Temperance Act
came into force, was bought four years
ago, and remodeled into an ap-to-date
hotel. The building has now’' passed into
the hands of the original owners, who
will again remodel it for business pur-
poses.

R. B. Rice & Sons state that the real
estate conditions are constantly improv-
ing, and report the sales.of several
houses in North Toronto at a price rang-
ing from $4500 to $8000. Mr. Rice states
the renting proposition is still. serious,
and it is almost impossible to get a house
for renting purposes. They are looking
forward to still Breater activity in the
buying of houses, which will stimulate
building operations. -

F. A, Wood, real estate broker, msays
if he had two hundred houses to rent he
could do s0 within forty-eight hours, so
great is the demand, He not only reports
the sale of several houses in North To-
ronto;, but 160 feet in the same locality,

upon which houses will be erected at
once,

OFFER NINE BILLIONS,

Special to The Toronto Worid,
York, April 10.~Nine billion
for Uncle Sam to fight

by the trust compan-
ies of the United Jétm.e.

Tem?ennce‘ Act Violations
Bring Big Revenue at Cornwall

Special to The Toronto Werid,
mCornmu, April 10.—~This afternoon
cense Inspector McDonald prosecut-
ed ‘a case before Police fa "
Danis, in the local lice court, in
e Township of
&ty lot l?qlon-
in éontravention of the C:O i
berance Act, The man g s

And was fined $200 and eos{.,uuz'
$215.95 in all. Three young men of
the same neighborhood were charged

with pure
- h“:n:“nq::ratthohu

suilty
fined $50 and
{ohis twe 38 costs, or $54.70.

not gufl
but subsequently en
and they o w1 B

rental alone 0735920 a year, or $148 a :

which is a vast difference between the|:
two rentals. The large eoverhead ‘ex-|
¥its doors.
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U.S. WAR BUDGET
SEVEN BILIONS

and Two Billions in
Certificates.

PLANS FOR MUNITIONS
i )
Resources of Nation to Be

Mobilized for Huge
alask, - -

! v ki ks : 4

Special to The Toronto Worid.
Washington, April 10.—The govern-
ment's first war budget will be $7,000,-
000,000—$5,000,000,000 in 314 per cent,
bonds and $2,000,000,000 in, one-year
certificates of indebtedness, to be is-
sued by Secretary of the Treasury
McAdoo. This was agreed on today
at a meeting of the house ways and
ineans committee, at which Mr. Mec-
Adoo was present. } 4
Not more than $3,000,000,000 of the
bonds will be issued, so that this gov-
ernment can buy 8% per cent. bonds
of its allles. The remaining $2,000,-
000,000 of the bond issue and the $2,-
000,000,000 in certificates—a total of
$4,000,000,000—will be
war expenses of the government up
to July 1, 1918,
Mobilizing Reserves. i
Plans are now complete for the
United States to assume the burden
of supplying its own military forces
and those of .the belligerent mations
friendly with this government with
war munitions in vast quantities.
Frank A. Scott, chairman of the
munitions board of the council of na-
tional defence, in an interview to the
United. Press today outlined detailed
steps that will include mobilization of
all this nation’s resources for t?l: huge

“The United States,” Scott sald, “be-
gins its task of supplying and arming
its military force with many condi-
tions in its favor.

“It has large guantities of practic-
ally all requisite rgw materials; it has
a very large patriotic body of
skilled labor; it has engineering, de-
signing and organizing ability devel-
oped to the highest degree.

Benefit By Experience.

“It has the advantage—which is most
important—of the experience developed
by the other warring nations during
the past two years, and most important
of all, a vast body of producers trained
in the production of substantially
every meeded article. I know of one
factory alone that is turning out 15,000
perfect shrapnel shells a day that two
years ago couldn’t distinguish an ex-
plosive from a milk bottle,

“The experience gained by our people
in supplying war needs during the past
canont be overestimated.

“The task of the munitions board
will be to co-ordinate efforts of the
war and nayy departments in supplying
their needs to insure that our efforts
create no interference with the de-|
mands of the belligerents friendly to
this government which are now being

in our country and in so far as
possible, fo prevent the
from disadjusting the normai industrial
and commercial life of this country.”

NEARLY EIGHT HUNDRED

Special to The Toronto World.
—8i

‘Washington, A 10.

ginning of the TOpean v:;‘ 7%‘:1:::

tral vmﬂn“ have been sunk by German

Of these 410 were Norwegian,

dish, 61 Dutch, umns&g-ﬁ'ﬁ
Peruvian and

Amcri.' can, one one Argen-
-~ vessels have escaped

‘Prince Lvoff, 5
“The

nations, |
| nor to occupy forcefully foreign. terri-

Five Billions in Bond Issue|

.{maintain a powerful navy.

- ithe fact that Germany laid claim to

two years of the Puropean struggie |’

war demands|

boa
zd—-gmng double
the price of one. 1
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' by a special
 cess). It cannot splintep
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~—almost life lasting. D
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of the
also indicates the defeat of

meg?ent'who m
other troops mu’purpom of division
in resisting the demands of the coun-
cil. Whether ﬂuf couneil dtoum .:n

formation of a constituent as-
mblym to consider internal problems, |
such as land rotokrftlm and other mat-|
ters, is not. yet khown. ~ {
o tht‘to Humiliate 'Foe.
proclamation, as signed by |

- HULL, CANAD.
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.government deéems it a duty .

to declare that free Russia’ does not i
aim at domination of other
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From a soldier who
received one what could
_greater praise of -Michie
Boxes? Private or office
camp or in trenches, y
dier overseas will surely
‘2. Michie Box the most wi
thing you could place i
hands. :

: Box' K1. W
] “Wked the box very.

. consider it guite a
send a-soidier.”
% 3 {38

Gunner Kenneth D

tories. She does not lust to strength-
en her er abroad at thc expense |. SR
of other nations.. The government S ol ) | A
does not aim to subjugate or humiliate = :
anyone. These principles constitute |
the basis of our poliey. -
On January 22, when President Wil-
son made his "'pewa h” before
congress, one of the principles he then '
enunciated was that every mnation
should have “free outlet to the sea.”
Russia, thru Minister Pokro i
promptly accepted this view as that
war could not end until Russia domi-

“In the event of neutralization of the |
Dardanelles, the entry of foreign war-
ships into the Black Sea would force
Russia to think perpetually about for-
tifying the Black Buooutl;‘a:ll! to
a
condition of things would_ be worse Box
R iile. sloane $50 Bk B sk “splendia ek g U
ile e < Sea po ! : artic
to the warships of the other powers, : vm and useful,
Russia preferred to allow the straits|] ,
fo remain in possession of a feeble|]
and crumbling Turkey. If this situa-
tion becomes in ble, it is dune to

the heritage of the. Turk and raised

the question as to. whom the straits

;mm” ‘belong: to— FIRARY. Q%
u;

Romvelt’w!kbel'!\ﬁe :v:‘ S
May Become War Fund |

L BTt i ® gy
Washington, April 10.—Ths $40,000
Theodore Roosevelt got as the Nobel
peace ‘prize may be used as a war
fund. Senator Lodge today introduec- |
ed a resolytion in the semdte to dis-
solve the foundation for industrisl
peace, to which Roosevelt con ted
the  money, and to retum the $40,000
to Roosevelt. This was while T. R.
was explaining to Pre Wilson
his plan for a volunteer army to :
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For purity, as well as for
delicious flavour, these bev-
erages have no equal :

SPECIAL w DRY
. G R ALE

BELFAST STYLE GINGER ALE

GINGER BEBR

LEMONADE

LEMON SOUR

ORANGEADE

SPECIAL SODA

CREAM SODA

COLA

SARSAPARILLA -
. APPLE JUICE (CARBONATED)

O’KEEFE’S, -

ARRIVE IN ENGLAND.

were also fined $50 ang coets
ezch, > amounts beihg $54.10 and |
caﬁ.w respectively. The 1otal re- |
geipts of the sitting amounted to
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Special to The Toronte Worid.
St. Catharines. April 10.-_A
message received toduy

wrivate

announced |
the gafe arrval in ¥ngland of “th
2§6th Construotion Battalion,
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