
2 CAESAR

himself in rhetoric. On his way thither he was cap-

(M,000), he laughingly promised to come back and cru-ci+v his captors, a promise which he soon fulfilled.

A Rising Politician

On returning to Rome he devoted himself to politicsand secured promotion through the usual grades orofficeHe was Military Tribune in 78 b.c, Quaestor (pay^^^^^^^^^of the forces) in Spain in 68 b.c, and Curui™L
(commissioner of public buildings, police, and games) in
65 B.C. In the latter office he roused g eat enthus asmamong the people by his lavish expenditure of rney
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He tpared no pains to advance himself politically waselected Pontrfe. Ma^imns (high priest) in 63 bI Tndbecame Praetor (presiding jndge in the lawcourts^d

magistrate next in rank to the Consuls) in 63 b c
In 68 B.C. his wife Cornelia died, and the followingyear he marned Pompeia, granddaughter of Sulla andcousm of Porapey the Great. After serving as Praetorhe went to Spain for a year as Propraetor and returnedwith enough money to pay his debts

Triumvir

By a «political deal "he became Consul to 59 B.C. Caesarformed what has been called a Triumvtate (or coSSnof three mfluenfal men) with Pompey, the military dolof Borne and leader of the (^i„u„es or aristocratic fa^t.on and Cn«sus the wealthy representative of the com-morcal middle class. In virtue of the agreement Zs


