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Mon-s Christian \8scciations, whicl, arc now the ornament and
ho],o of the Christianity of the ninetecntli century, will be
.iefieient in presenting the chiims or prosecuting the best inte-
rests of that part of the worM, whicli wo recognise, and hope
tor ages to come to recognise as liritisl: India.

Our subject this evening then, accordiiig to the announce-
ment, ,s lN-DiA,-(u necessarily brief review of it) It« past
hist.jry, Its i)resent position, and its future prosjiects.

Our stand-poi.it of observation is just one hundred year,
ago ,n the past. The turn of the tide in the affairs of India
at that tune occurred ostensibly through the medium of an
event whieli lingers yet among the recollections of our child-
hood as one of the darkest and most diabolical atrocities
which had to that time disturbed the surface of social or mili-
taiy life in India,—one hundred and forty-six Englishmen
were thrust by a revengeful nabob of that time in the IJIack
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Holeof (^dcutta. a dungeon eighteen square. The vitiated
atmosphere and intolerable thirst urged the most pitiful cries
for relief, but in vain. Their struggles were useless ^h-ir
appeals ineffectual

:
- The Nabob is asleep," was all the' reply

tliat could bo obtained
; and in the morning which succeeded,

when the doors were opened, tw(?nty-thrce were all that
remained alive.

This event, coupled with the violation of a previous treatv
arou.sed the indignation of the citizens of Calcutta, and led to
a succession of most important events. To use the langua-o
of a late writer

:
- Indignation being thus aroused, a clerk In

the Commissariat at Calcutta lays aside his quill, seizes bis
sword, and promptly avenges the death of his countrymen."
The history of Clive—the hero of this successful stiuggle,
afterwards Lord Clive— is patent to ever}- student of the
history of British Inditi. His efforts were crowned with brii •
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