
t- !Y~ 'j*ft' ^^^ ( ^ *'^^

/

the time to set sail for another country ):iad come. No
thought, na fear of death—for him death was overcome,

and forever aboHshed.

The word in the original is not from kataluo—to dissolve,

itc die, dissolution, but from analuo—to loosen from the

shore, to set sail, departure for a better land ! The man
who was saying this had said, in the full cons iousness of

his sinful nature, " Sinner^, of whom I am chief ;" and by
the grace of God the same man said, " I have been crucified

with Christ, and I no longlpr live, but Christ liveth in me,
and the life I now live in 1 the flesh I live by faith of the

Son of God, who loved rhe, and gave Himself for me."
There is no vain boasting 'in this triumphant paean; No
pride of intellect or of heart prompted this calm and confi-

dent assurance of the apostle. With unfeigned humility

this testimony to redeeming grace was given. Looking

through the gloom of his prison-house, he saw the bright

light which dawned upon him as he journeyed to Damascus.

And in the same faith and hope, a great multitude since

have looked into the opening heavens, and in the same
spirit testified, " I have finished my course ;" " I have died

my death in- the crucified One ;" " Christ in me is the hope
^

of glory."

God has been of late emphatically reminding us of the

transitory nature of this present lite. Many great names of

earth have been blotted from the current roll of the world.

The ravage of death among the noble and learned of Church
and State, as well as among the lowly, has been relentless

and Startling. Within the month three of the older mem-
bers of this church have been summoned from earth, to

share, as we trust, with the great apostle this immortal and
illustrious hope. No more fitting theme need be sought

^w^ihe kistrtietion <rf those whf^ survive, and for the comfbrt

of the bereaved, than the truth plainly set forth in this

closing note of a victorious life.
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