
PREFACE
The three letters printed in this pamphlet appeared

originaUy in the Springfield Republican, a well-known
American newspaper. Of the writers one is an English-
man, the other an American. Mr. Spenser Wilkinson,
Chiohele Professor of Military History in the Univer-
sity of Oxford, wrote spontaneously to the SpringfieU
Beptiblican, three weeks after the outbreak of the present
war, to explain where, in the eyes of educated English-
men, the responsibility for the conflagration lay. This
letter is the first of our series. At the time of writing it
Professor Wilkinson had not seen the letter of Professor
John W. Burgess, which was written a few days earlier^d which also appeared in the Springfield Republican.
Professor Burgess holds a chair of Political Science and
Constitutional Law in the University of Columbia • his
credentials as a spokesman of German public opinion
are set forth in his own letter, ffis letter is the second
that we print. Professor Wilkinson then replied to Pro-
fessor Burgess (Letter No. III). So far as we arc awarc,
Professor Burgess made no rejoinder. The letters are
reprinted at the desire of some who read them when
they first appeared in print.
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