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And yet it is but little more than two centuries since the
oldest of our states received its first permanent colony. Be-
fore that time the whole territory was an unproductive waste.
Throughout its wide extent the arts had not erected a monu-
ment. Its only inhabitants were a few scattered tribes of fee-
ble barbarians, destitute of commerce and of political connec-
tion. The axe and the ploughshare were unknown. The soil
which had been gathering fertility from the repose of ages^
was lavishing its sti-ength in magnificent but useless vegeta-
tion. In the view of civilization the innnense domain ^ras a
solitude.

It is the object of the present work to ex])lain how the
change in the condition of our laud has been l)rought about

;

and, as the fortunes of a nation are not under the control of
blind destiny, to follow the steps by which a favoring Provi-
dence, calling our institutions into being, has conducted the
country to its present happiness and glory. 1^,34.

The foregoing words, written nearly a half-century ago,
are suffered to remain, l)ecause the intervening years have
justified their expression of conHdence in the progress of our
republic. The seed of disunion has perished

; and universal
freedom, reciprocal benefits, and cherished traditions bind its
many states in the closest union. 1882.
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