
Owen Kcveny. This, if (rue, was undoubtedly a criminal offence; but a crminal oflencel

of ft nature altoj>;etlier different, whether looked at in a moral or legal point « f view, frorna

that wherewith the prisoner was charf?(?d, and of which he is convicted It made of him aiij^

accessary to the rnurder of Owen Kevetiy, after the fact—Mainvilb was alone liable toi

expiate by his blood, the blood of Owen Keveny. The prisoner, as his offence wac less, so^

also would have been the punishment inflicted by the law. And it perhaps will he thought,'

that three years intprisonment is a sufficient punishment fur the offence, if it were committed.

Next, as to the declaration, '•
I an entitled to the largest share, &c." No principle is

better established, than that a confession made under the hope of a reward, or the fear of

loss, is not entitled to credit. Now this confession, if made, had for its immediate motive,

the hope of reward. The prisoner claimed, it is said, a larger share of the g(»od9 of Owen
Keveny than the others ; and supported this claim by asserting, that it was he who killed

Owen Keveny. Without this assertion his claim would have been immediately rejetttd,

It was then made with a viev/ to obtain reward ; and that reward was the principal share

of Owen Keveny 's goods. Aga'i, if a confession so obtained, could be taken as evidence

that the prisoner had killed Owen Keveny, it affords no light as to the manner of the killing.

But upon this depends the innocence or guilt of the prisoner.

The prisoner continued his route to his usual residence. Lake LaPluie; and (here appears
to have been nothing in his deportment, or languagi-, or conduct, to induce a beliff that he
thought he had been guilty of any crime. And this Icrds us to the third and last branch of

the evidence.

Many days before thealledged death of Owen Keveny, it was known to the ])risoner that

the Earl of Selkirk had entered ihe Indian territories, at the head of a military force, had
captured Port William, and had arrested the Honourable Wdliam M'Gillivray, aiul the other
partners found there, and had sent them prisoners to Montreal. The partners and servants

of thfi North West Com|)any, were uniformly represented as rebels and umrderers. Soon
after. Captain D'Orsonnens, who had ser\eil in the same roginient with the prisoner, being
then at Fort William, sent forward one Noiin and one M'i)onald to Lac La Pluie, with
orders to detain the prisoner. They carried with ihem also, a note from Captain D'Ors^on-

nens to the prisoner, requesting or ordering the prisoner to wait the arrival of Captain
D'Orsonnens.

After the receipt of this noto, NoIin saw De Reinhard walkiiuj;- in the room, who said lie

was much surprised that Captain D'Ors(»iinens wanted hiai lo give information ai)out tli
•

Ued River. Captain l")'()rs()nnens an ivcd tliree or tour hours at'ierwards, and hewaikid
with the prisoner out of doors. Captain h'Orsoiimns wore, at this ttmo, an old military

grey great-coat, and had his sword by his side. The force conimanded by Captain D'Or-
sonnens consisted of seventeen di-^-harged soliJii js, (.f the regiments (Jlen-iary, iMcoron and
Watteville; and eiglite<^n Cana^iinii voy;t{;eins. The scldicrs, it is ailinilted, were armed,
IkuI caiino!', and were encamped in siulii ot the Cort uiiicli Captain D'Oisoiinens had just

entered. A confession is alledgcd to liavt; been nuule, uikIim' these n)ost peculiar circumstances
bvtheprisoi'.er toCapt. D'Orsopneii'sandi liie absence of every other person, Asthesubsc-
jrinentconfes.sionsof the prisoner arc but coi, sequences of this fir&t confession, and but a conti-
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