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Difcovery of a North^WeJi Pafage, 9
Ice was near, and we foon perceived a large Piece June.
a Head of the Dobbss whofe People, on being
hailed, flopped the Ship's Way, and the Piece
fwam clear, of a fcraggy Form ; the ColourW hite tinged with Azure, the Azure the more
prevalent

:
At eleven faw more Ice, the Fog ftill

continuing
-, about half an Hour after eleven

Pieces ot ice again, which became more fre-
quent, large Pieces firft, then large and fmall
Pieces fwimming thick and near together, many of
the large Pieces ten Yards over and ti^irty round :

The fmall Pieces moftly white, but the large
azure with an upper Coat or Rind of White,
the Sea calm and pcrfedly fmooth, though the'
Wind was frefhcned

; the Water making a Roar-
ing through Cavities wrought by it in the large
Pieces i and a ruihing Noifc as it palTes over, or
afide of the fmall and low Pieces, dippinsr, as
they fwim, from their being impelled by the
Wind or from their Motion not being propor^
tionably fait with that of the Current.

Upon Captain Moor\ Defire, we altered our
Courfe

;
foon after fallmg in witii what is termed

heavy Ice, confuting of many lurge and high

^ Pi.ces, fbme equal in Heighth to the Ship's Deck.
and fome few higher. Being furrounded by Ice

HMl ^fZV' "'''''^ ^^^^^Z^is, between thefe
Hills of White and Azure, the Roar and Rufh of
the Sea heard on all Parts, the Fog confining ourView to a very narrow Diftance, and prefentlng
continually irclh Objeds, although it could not
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