
of special cl.iiUM in Hritiili nimiiurcin! trt.itiri with
Cicnnany ami It'lijiHm, (;imk1s from tlirse coiiiitiics wire
alsii included, ptiiilifn; a dennnciation of the treatii's,

which siioii triiik place. As |)riiniiHcd in 1H97, a further

reduction of the tariff took place the folluwiin; vear,

increasini; the preference ti> 25 per cent. As the device
had proved a very popular one, and its limited applica-

tion was now well r.'cojjnizcd, the wording of the

preference was changed from the Reneral to the par-

ticular, and the reduetitui specifically limited to the

British Kmpire, allhouKli inipi<rtant sections, such as

Australia, have not yet availed themselves of it.

Thus the Canadian preference on Hritisli imports was
the outcome of no liarjrain with the liritish (',.)vcrnmcnt,

or of no th ries as to the advantages of intcr-imiHrial

trade. It pressed no sacrifices 011 the part of Canada
for the hencfit of the mother country. It was under-

taken entirely in the interests of Canada, and as, nnder
the conditions of the time e only advisable direction

in which to carry out the reiieated pledges of the

Liberal Party. Their political opponents strongly

criticized the preference on the ground of its being an
infringement of the National Policy, and a.s certain to

affect most injuriously the industries of the country.

This position has never been given up and is still em-
ployed in ap|)eals to the manufacturing interests. Hut,

a.- soon as it was perceived that the preference was by
no means about to accomplish the promLsed ruin of

Canadian industries, the Conservatives shifted their

centre of attack, and made a vigorous assault upon the

Government for having gratuitously granted to the

mother country a valuable concession 'vithout exacting
any sacrifice in return.

This criticism, it will be observed, proceeded upon


