
Th. C.nRdl.n Mllltl. d.t.. back to U49, when th, popuU-Mon ol the rolony did not e«e.d 1,000 oiilx, Some 50 men w.n
tfr. .h MM.!l''"l

*" ^""' "" '"'"""• »««u1«". From thattime the Militia ha. alway. hnd its marked place among „,
because, under the French reelmo, It held the place ot the RoyalTroops and stncc 17bO It we. frequently relied on a. Uu chlel
force oi tbe country.

The etory for a couple of cent„rl„ nilice together militiaand regular. The Carlgnan neKiment arrived In 1665 and left in
1669 but the militia wna nl.erdy in existence. It waa the militia
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""" "" '° "''" '* """""el U"<i„r hi. (...mationThe Br tleh authorities kept it for a century after that on the

tTom'prnc
"'"' *° "*" """^'O"'' companie. of regular,from Prance were merely auilUnriea to the militia in the defence

mente (1 53-1755) to carry on the war with Enijland, changed theaepect Of thin., and the MiUtla took .econd place or the flr.ttime elnce 1665, but one know, that it covered ifelf with gLryduring thl, war of 7 year, which terminated 18th Sep., 1760 „,

ot Canada the three classes which deserved attention and consid-eratlon were (1) The Catholic clergy, ,2, The Habitant, born ,nthe ,oil, (3 The militia (composed of -r'U active and animat Sby an excellent eplrit. The militia received no pay and no equip-ment, each man furuiehing hi, own flre-piece. Pariahe, w.r. e-,pon„ble tor unit, of 5, 10, 20 men to a half or a full com-

?„'r°fh.Z
''"*»'"''«= « man of influence and ability, selectedtor these reason,. He served a, ballilT, ac. and received all th,

communication, trom the Government. In 'a gener,^ way ^e Z
:T:T T. '"' ^"''"'"^ ""'^ ^"^ ^"'•""'' be had J,pec ^1pew (banc d'honeur> In the church. In those days training wasconfined to practice in ,hootlng, as matters relating to c^pi™
dany me •

""' "'" "' '"™''" "" -"' °' f« Freneh-min-;

The institution •Captains ol Militia" of the parishes was notdisdained by the Conquerors-tar from that. Th'y recrgnC i^

SouTteTbT
',:"'" "" """'' "' ^^"= """-'O greater. MrSoulte thus moralize, on the reasoning ot French-Canadian, -Al

dian, before all, and when it had been a question of defending th.

o'me^W , ^ZT' """^"'"'* """ "' «« under whii'th.;ormerly fought had been replaced by another. A, a matter oftact the French ot Prance had gone, there remained on t"e ehore,

taults buTthe ""d%r''
'Canadian,.. The English had the

two o .
<^°"<iitlon was no worse than the old regime. 0(two evils choose the least. Our fathers accommodated themselves


