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AVe owe tlio C()V<'il<'V jcijicrs to I'ji;;lisli joiini.ilisiii, Tlioy

ajipcaivd ill Th>' Snrrfafoi'y a daily paper, iii>t jMihlisheti

:\Iai.h l.vt, 1711.
'•

']'ln* liist I'jinlish jonrnalists wcro tlie writfrs of 'iifws-

If'ttcrs,' <>ii,;;inally (ii'pcinlants of grcnt, iiirii, (•irh empl'-vid in

ktM'piiig Ills own iiias'KT (tr jiiiiroii ^v.llillfo^lll('ll, <liii ing his

abs('n.;t3 from court, of;i!I tliat tr.mspirvil tluTo. Tlic duly grew
at leii,Lflli into :i cidling. Tim w ritcr li'id his piTioiljcuI sulisciip-

tioii list, ;ind instead of writiii'^f a siii,:^!^ IcttsT wiMte as many
letters as he liad eiistoincrs. Tht'ii one niiire eiitci'pri.-iiig than

the r»'st estahlishi'd nn ' intelli-vnre ollicf^ ' with a st.ilF of

clerks." (/;/•//. Knr) The I'.'i-ton letters, written in the loth

century, allord good ex;inii»les of the earlier '• news-let lers."

In the lOth eentuiw " news panipldets " began to appear, and
in tlie earlier years of the 17lh tliey came in shoals. They
Lore sneh titles a.s N' >r>'^ from ^paiih'^ ynrr^ from alt jiarf.'^ of
Gnnnauy a;^/ VuUiml fo iliis prr^rnt 20 ,f () LiIht V'> !l ^ TJte

C'-rfa/fte n' irra of tliis ]>rr,<.nt tcrk eiKlhtij L^-lnl An>/Nsf ]f:>2.

The "newsdetters" and " iiews-paniphlets " appeared at irivgu-

lar intervals. 77/e ]\'rr/,/t/ JVr/r.-i fmm Ifdl;/, G'Tmau;!, eic,

piihli.shcd ]\Iay 2.'^, 1022, was the first Knglisli ]v>n(>,liral news-

paper. In 101 1, tlie DiiiriKil Orrurrrnrps or ll<((,h <>f flte

several j[>r(jC''>'i7/)/i/s in hoflt J/o/isrf^ (f /\(rJia)iir//t— the fii'st to

give antlientic reports of the proceedings of parliament

—

appeared as a weekly. It -was followed by shoals of *' IMer-

ciiries," "Dinrnals," "Scouts," "Intelligencers," etc. This


