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buiiiieis, has did mit, and not a single ^tavc innv leaves

the port.

nirch, too, has deJiiiiil cmisiilerably during the l.i-.t nine

years, which i-t attributed to the ^ub^tiiuiioii of cheap

African tnahogany fir turniture malting, for which hirch

wan extensively used.

The only kind of tiinli.T that hoUU itsoivn in the province

of Oaehcc is spruce, .md now it is admitteil tliat it is the

best' wood for ni.ikini; pulp for paper, beller values will,

<loubtless, be obtaine I. Tlure is comparatively little pine

left in this proviri.e, but there are practically inexhaustible

supjilies of spruce in the w i ids 'hat are properly nursed

and not worked too severelv ; but in the part of Caebec
province south of the St. I.aivrence, which is intersected

by raihv.iys and lies icir ihe Stales, the denudation of the

forests has bee.i noingon at a rapid rate.

The assortmjnt of spruce deals is gra.lually becoming
more severe, and what were formerly classeil in three cjualities

are n )W being assorte 1 in Ive or six. K-'.:ently srime shi|)-

menls have bejn made of spru.;e biirds, and this may
indicate a new f ature in the trade.

it reaches the coves. The drams or cribs of oak have a

curioas appearance when lying on the ground at

lo>v water, the logs bsing held together for lloating

by transverse pieces of light wiK>d to keep them
from sinking, and the transverse pieces are secured by
withes, and a large surface of these drains looks at first sight

like a Held of dry sticks, but when in the water little of them
can bj^een, the light traitsverse pieces just keeping the logs,

as it were, between wind and water. These oak logs a.e first

railed, say to Toledo, a distance of 200 or 300 miles ; they are

then taken by schooner across Lakes F">ie and Ontario to

(iarden Idaiid, where they are r.ifte 1 into drams by the for-

warding agents, the Kilvin Compary, of Kingston, or at

Collins n.iy, by the C jllins Bay Rafting C Miipany. both of

whivjh places arc close to Kingston, and start on their voyage
down the St. Laivreiue, a distance of 500 miles, which

inclu les the running of the I.a.hine and other rapids. In a

dram of oak there are probably 12,000 cubic feet.

It is a remarkable circumstance in connection with the

oak trad'; that sevei il (hiebec firms have manufactured this

timber in tile State of .\rkansis, and notwithi.andin ; the
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The timber tr.ide in Oaebec at one time found employ-
nient for from 5,000 to b,o30 labourers, and when it was
Uie gre.-.test shipbuilding pjrt of the world .}o or 50 ships

.vere built in a sinfile year, and fo.md work for several

thousand artisans. There were in the jialirv days some
twenty tirms in the port engaged in the square timber trade,

but this number i.s niw reduced to four Imiiscs.

A drive along the river towards Sillery, where the

timber trade was always carried on, presents a scene

of desolation. Passing under the shadow of the Citadel

rock, there is little to bj encjuntcred for several miles

but deserted shipyards, empty coves, an.i closed cottiges.

When trade was in lull swing the coves extended tor a

*listance of ten miles on b ilh sidei of tlie river—as f.ir as

from Sillery to Cap Rouge on the Oaebjc siJe, and from

the Chaudi^re to the Indian Cove on the Levis sideo. the

river. Now they extend hardly a mile on the one side, >vuh

two or three coves near Levis.

The square oak shipped at Quebec luw comes largely fro n

O'aio and Michigin, and trave.s at least 1,200 miles bjfore

fact that the wo^d could bj delivered vi'n New Orleans to

(ireat Hriiain at sonuthiiig like lol. per ft. less than by
bringing it, say, 1 ,000 miles to (Juebec for shipment, still the
latur route was adopte.l. Tlic only explanation, perhaps,
lies in the fact that woo.l. when Ho'.teddoivn to the port

of shipment, is prevented fioai checking, and is in better

conditio,:.

I'he wanev pine comes main'y from Michigan, and when
n nted tbe lower tiers of tlie dram are fastened together by
means of iron dogs, and the wood being lighter than oak two
or three layers of logs are tloateil together, and a dram con-
tains from 35 to 50.0 JO cubic feet.

The wiiuerin.; timber in the coves is stacked in what are

called " 111 lulinettes," that is, the logs are piled in tiers cross-

wise alternately.

For shipment fro n the coves the logs are secured each
one by a separate dog, with a chain running tlirojgh the

eyes, and whjii any pirticular log is reqaired to be put into

thi -ip the dogs are knocked out and the log floated out
from b -iweea the others.


